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Why is it, that, although the sun is nearer to the 
earth during our northern winters than he is during 
our summers, our winters are so piercingly cold? 
Not because the sun is colder, but because the earth 
has turned away our northern lands from the face of 
the sun, so that all through the winter the sun rises 
but low in our heavens, and his rays slant feebly 
through our atmosphere. What avails it that the 
Sun of Righteousness is near to every one of us, and 
shines on undimmed, if we have turned away our 
faces from Him? 





Ridicule is the Devil’s strongest weapon for beating 
own principle. A sneer is more dreaded by most men 
than a blow; and where the enemies of Christ cannot 
compel men to do evil by brute force, they often 
accomplish their end by the more potent weapon of 
soocking words. Yet there is nothing more foolish 
than to attempt to avoid ridicule for one’s scrupulous- 





ago. 


ness, by yielding to the evil; for the mocking laugh 
of the tempter, over a soul that has sinned, is a 
hundredfold more terrible than his sneer at a soul 
that refuses to sin. 

“The grim Fiend laughs at him who sorroweth. 

‘O fool! be merry while you may,’ he saith; 

Then laughs more loudly when the fool has played.” 
If ever you feel that you cannot stand out against the 
jeers of those who call you strait-laced and a Bible- 
bigot, just think how much more their jeers will hurt 


when they who tempted you to your ruin make a 
mock of your fall. 


The new year of itself brings to no man a new 
nature. Nor does the power of old temptations die 
with the old year. Old habits struggle as hard for 
the mastery, old evil companionships are as fascina- 
ting, old moral weaknesses are as treacherous, in the 
early days of January, as they were in the later days 
of December. Noiselessly, imperceptibly, while mcst 
men slumber, the world swings over the unseen line 
that separates the old year from the new, and no one 
is made better or rendered worse by the transition. 
Men and women who were going downward continue 
to go down; men and women who were climbing 
heavenward climb on, for the most part unhelped 
and unhindered by the fact that another year has 
joined the past eternities. A few, indeed, apply the 
brakes of New Year’s resolutions to their evil tenden- 
cies, and thus go down less rapidly ; some add the 
spur of New Year’s resolutions to their right longings, 
and thus go upward more speedily ; but New Year 
resolves in themselves never change the direction of 
a human life. Not by reforming one’s habits, but by 
changing one’s whole habit of life; not by a New 
Year’s resolve to keep from going all wrong, but by 
a newly evidenced determination to arise and seek 


| the good ; not by a shunning of the Devil, but by a 


turning to the Lord; not by a trust in the strength of 
human resolutions, but by a reliance on the divine 
promise of help,—does one attain unto the newness of 
a life that shall need no New Year’s reforming. 


It is a great deal easier to make a mistake than to 
correct a mistake. It is even easier to make a mis- 
take than to point out a mistake when it is made. 
Everybody knows this. Hence a man seldom or 
never prides himself on a mistake; while he who 
points out a mistake is quite likely to be proud of the 
fact. As a practical matter, mistakes are unavoid- 
able in this world. No thoroughness, no carefulness, 
no amount of watchfulness, will guard absolutely 
against mistakes. The human mind is such, that it 
sometimes errs at a point where it is surest of safety, 
and again at a point where it seeks most anxiously 
to avoid a known danger; yet again it overlooks an 
error which has been made, even though the scrutiny 
of it is earnest and intense. For example, a page of 
writing was under examination in this office not long 
Its author felt that his reputation was involved 
in it, and he gave his best and most thorough atten- 
tion to it. That page when in type passed under 
eleven distinct readings, by five skilled proof-readers, 
yet was printed with a glaring error in it—not a 
typographical error, but an error of statement—which 
ought to have been noted by any one of the five 
readers at any one of the eleven readings. Again, the 


many important mistakes in the official editions of the 
| Revised New Testament gave an illustration of the 
liability of-man to err when he is most desirous of 
avoiding error. The history of literature teems with 
illustrations in this line. For our part, we need go 
no farther back than the lesson-pages of The Sunday 
School Times for the first lesson of the new year, to 
find a humiliating proof of errancy in a careful writer 
on an important matter. In the Lesson Surround- 
ings for that lesson there is a strange confusing of 
the second and third missionary journeys of the 
apostle Paul; and again, in the Critical Notes of 
Dr. Woolsey, there is a confusing substitution of 
“Troas” for “ Philippi,” and an erroneous reference 
to the chapter in which the cited verse is to be found. 
The fact of these errors is sincerely regretted. In 
acknowledging them, the best we can now do is to 
give the statements in their corrected form, for the 
benefit of those who may have wondered over them, 
or who have been misled by them. The paragraph in 
Lesson Surroundings should read: “ It is to be borne 
in mind that Paul was now in the midst of the Third 
Missionary Journey. He had started northward from 
Antioch, and then northward and westward through 
Asia Minor ‘over all the country of Galatia and 
Phrygia in order, strengthening the disciples.’ From 
Galatia and Phrygia he passed into ‘ Asia,’ to the city 
of Ephesus. Here he abode for more than two years, 
preaching and casting out devils, until the great suc- 
cess of the gospel awakened the jealousy of the Athe- 
nian craftsmen, and the popular tumult, headed by 
Demetrius the silversmith, hastened the departure 
which Paul already purposed.” Dr. Woolsey’s note 
should read: “ It would not ordinarily take five days 
to go from Philippi to Troas. Compare Acts 16: 
11, 12, where two days only are said to have been 
spent in going from Troas to Neapolis, and a portion 
of a day in going from Neapolis to Philippi.” Our 
readers who have most familiarity with careful writing 
and careful proof-reading, will have most sympathy 
with us in our recognition and admission of the errors 
thus noted in our pages. 





NEW EVERY MORNING. 


In the classical myths, Tithonus, a son of Laome- 
don, king of Troy, was so fair and winsome a youth 
that Eos, or Aurora, goddess of the morning, fell in 
love with him, and therefore prayed the gods to grant 
him immortality, in order that she might have him 
as her husband always. Her request was granted ; 
but in asking immortality for Tithonus, Eos did not 
also ask eternal youth for him, hence he grew old and 
decrepit, so that death itself would have been a bless- 
ing; but that he could not have, and finally he was 
changed into a grasshopper as the symbol of unattrac- 
tive and helpless age. 

This myth involves the universal truth that, with 
our world as it is, the waste and decay which are a 
sure accompaniment of prolonged activity and pro- 
gress would make life itself a hopeless burden, unless 
there be given with it a possibility of continued 
freshness, or of some periodic renewal of youth and 
strength. fo the human heart yearns unceasingly 


for an ever-renewed beginning, when the tirelessly 
exhausting forces of life may rise from their lower 





ebb and take a fresh start onward. This yearning it 
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is, that has been the impulse in all the storied search- 
ings for the fabled Fountain of Youth, and that gives 
a fancied sense of gain in the very suggestion of a 
mid-winter “New Year’s” morning. This it is that 

ue . ™ 
prompts the heart to joy in the thought of a dying 
Old Year, and of an incoming New Year. 


“O good New Year, we clasp 
This warm shut hand of thine, 
Loosing forever, with half sigh, half gasp, 
That which from ours falls like dead-fingers’ twine : 
Ay, whether fierce its grasp 
Has been, or gentle; having been, we know 
That it was blessed: let the old year go.” 


If only the ‘‘ New Year” were a new year ; if only 
the old were really made new at that time; if old 
things had then actually passed away, and all things 
had become new; if all the sins atl the sorrows, all 
the mistakes and the disappointments, of our lives 
hitherto, were forever done away with—in themselves 
and in their consequences—at that anniversary boun- 
dary of the passing time; if then there was to us an 
absolutely new start, with new strength and new hope 
and new possibilities at every point of our former 
failure and of our former loss ;—what a season the 
New Year would be to us in fact, instead of in fancy ! 
But, as it is, the New Year is but an empty name to 
so many who greet its coming with fond imaginings, 
only to find so quickly that the old is in the new, and 
that, indeed, the new is older than the old. 

Human wisdom gives no more help toward the 
attainment of immortal youth and of constantly 
renewing freshness, than was supplied by classic 
mythology. But, inspiration opens the possibility to 
both of these longed-for blessings. It is when the 
Prophet Jeremiah is most oppressed with a sense of 
his hopeless decay in the failing flesh, that the possi- 
bility of renewal at every point, through the grace of 
God, gleams on him out of the darkness. 

“ And I said, My strength and hope is perished from the 
Lord. 
Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the worm- 

_ wood and the gall; 

My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is hum- 
bled in me. 

This I recall to mind, therefore have I hope: 

It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not; 

They are new every morning ; great is Thy faithfulness. 

The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will 
I hope in him. 

The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the 
soul that seeketh him.” 


And every trusting child of God can have this 
prophet’s comfort and this prophet’s hope. The 
Lord’s mercies are “new every morning,” and he 
whose portion is by faith in Him who is ever saying, 
“ Behold, I make all things new,” can joy in every 
new morning as a New Year’s morning—new in 
truth as well as in name. 

“If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: 
the old things are passed away; behold they are 
become new.” Old sins, old sorrows, old failures, 
old disappointments, old weaknesses—they are all 
passed away ; and in their stead are new opportuni- 
ties, new possibilities, new hopes, and new strength. 
Faith in Christ is in itself “ newness of life ;”. and its 
possession is the possession of the Fountain of Eternal 
Youth. To him who would find new freshness at 
any other fountain, Jesus says: “Every one that 
drinketh of this water shall thirst again, but whoso- 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him, 
shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give 
him shall become in him a well of water springing 
up into eternal life.” This is not a mere abstraction, 
but a practical truth for every-day help. There are 
those who have found the Fountain of Eternal Youth, 
and whose faces glow in its freshness—“ new every 
morning.” And there are careworn faces which are 
growing old in hopelessness, because they will not 
trust, and take, the Lord’s gracious provisions for their 
spiritual renewing. 

How many continue to be seekers, simply because 
even when they have seen, they will not yet believe. 


They will neither walk by faith, nor will they rest 


by sight. 
“ Came North, and South, and East, and West, 
Four sages to a mountain-crest, 


Each pledged to search the world around 
Until the wondrous well he found. 


“ Before a crag they made their seat, 
Pure bubbling waters at their feet. 
Said one, ‘ This well is small and mean, 
Too petty for a village green!’ 
Another said, ‘So small and dumb, 
From earth’s deep centre can it come?’ 
The third, ‘This water seems not rare; 
Not even bright, but pale as air!’ 
The fourth, ‘ Thick crowds I looked to see; 
Where the true well is, these must be.’ 


“They rose and left the mountain crest, — 
One North, one South, one East, one West. 
O’er many seas and deserts wide 
They wandered, thirsting till they died. 


“The simple shepherds by the mountain dwell, 
And dip their pitchers in the wondrous well.” 


“ Whosoever will, let him take the Water of Life 
freely.” 

This “ New Year” may be to you truly a new 
year. Its newness may be to you “ new every morn- 
ing.” To make it new, you have but to trust Him 
who maketh all things new. Restful trust in Him 
will give you continual renewal of strength and hope 
and joy. 

“ Hast thou not known, hast thou not heard, 

That the everlasting God, the Lord, 

The Creator of the ends of the earth, 

Fainteth not, nor is weary? 

There is no searching of his understanding. 

He giveth power to the faint, 

And to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 

Even the youth shall faint and be weary, 

And the young men shall utterly fall ; 

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; 

They shall mount up with wings as eagles; 

They shall run and not be weary, 

And they shall walk, and not faint.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There was never a time when it was easier than now 
for a young man to obtain wise help in the linc of a 
Christian education. There are colleges by the score in 
our country, East, West, and South, where assistance is 
given, to a greater or less extent, to young men who want 
an education, and who are willing to work forit. A few 
weeks ago, a young man from Ohio asked in these col- 
umns for some light on this subject. His case has 
attracted the attention of a number of kind friends, sev- 
eral of whom have asked to be put in comm:nication 
with him. Here, for illustration, is a letter from a New 
York reader, who has a bit of personal experience in 
point. He writes: 

I notice in your “ Notes on Open Letters” an inquiry of a 
young man from Ohio about the way by which a young man 
without means can get a thorough classical education. I was 
such a young man as he seems to be, the son of a farmer in Kan- 
sas. I sought an education for the Master’s use, and he gave it to 
me, and not sparingly. Last summer I graduated from a col- 
lege whose doors are always open to just such young men as he. 
It is a Presbyterian school in the main, though not strietly so, 
having a Presbyterian president. It is near Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, some distance from your inquirer, yet not nearly so far 
as for those who are there from Nova Scotia or Arizona Terri- 


studied one hour every day in the year invariably. I refer to 
Park College, Parkville, Missouri. 


It is true that it is the “spirit” of a Bible text, and 
not its “ letter,” which is of chief importance. But, on 
the other hand, the “ letter” is an important element in 
bringing us to understand the “spirit,” as we seek for 
the true meaning of any passage under consideration, 
And the variation of a word is in many an instance a 
radical change of meaning. This truth is illustrated 
by the criticism of a Canadian correspondent, who 
writes as follows: 

Will you please pardon me for drawing attention to the mis- 
quotation of the text (Heb. 9 : 27): “‘It is appointed unto [all] 
men once to die,”’ used as the basis of a very nice story in the 
issue of November 29, entitled ““A Word in Season, how 
Good it Is’? I don’t wish to be hypercritical, but if, as I 





Holy Ghost teacheth ” (1 Cor. 2:13), we should be jealously 


tory. It is aschool where the Bible is made a text book, being | 


believe, the words of Holy Scripture are “ the words which the 


careful that the quotation be accurate. I know I have often 
heard the said text quoted just in the very words used by your 
contributor, and am at a loss to understand how they could have 
been so generally perverted. Thechief reason why I note the 
inaccuracy is that_the insertion of the word “all,” in the first 
clause, is neither in the Authorized nor in the Revised Version, 
and it contradicts the express words of Scripture, namely, 
1 Corinthians 15; 51;—Paul therein revealing the mystery that 
the bodies of living saints at the coming of the Lord will 
be changed “in a moment” from “corruptible’’ to “ incor- 
ruptible” as he had previously written to the Thessalonian 
Church (1 Thess. 4:17). True it is that (sentence of ) death 
has passed upon all men (Rom. 5: 12), but I believe the execu- 
tion of this sentence will not be inflicted on all, for there will 
be a generation of living believers to whom the coming of the 
Lord will not mean death. Still, if the story is true, and the 
quotation was literally made as it is said, we should be so 
thankful that God uses “ the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty,” and blesses even the 
imperfect and partial presentation of his own word to the 
awaking of careless souls. I doubt not that the editor is 
not responsible for the verbal accuracy of the contributors’ 
articles, yet we may learn that “ eternal vigilance,” etc. 

The text in question is very often misquoted, as in the 
instance cited; and the correction made is worthy of 
attention. A writer cannot be too careful in the effort 
to be accurate in every Bible quotation. And writers 
for The Sunday School Times need to bear in mind that 
sharp eyes are upon their every word. It is not long 
since, that a letter came from New Zealand, calling 
attention to a misquotation in an editorial article in 
these columns. We all will bear watching. 


When the modern Sunday-school was started, it was 
deemed necessary to hire teachers, in order to secure 
good teaching. At that time the superintendent of the 
Sunday-school was an unpaid volunteer. Gradually the 
volunteer element came to prevail universally in the 
Sunday-school. But it was found that teacher-training 
is essential to the securing of good teaching—pay or no 
pay ; and latterly teacher-training has grown in recog- 
nized importance, As the standard of teaching is raised 
in the Sunday-school, the need of a higher standard in 
the superintendency, is obvious; and this brings into 
prominence, the practical question, How can we secure 
competent superintendents for our best Sunday-schools? 
The comparative difficulty of finding men already fitted 
for this position was recently touched on in an editorial 
note; and now the subject is brought into fresh notice 
by a Minnesota reader, who writes: 

Your editorial note in The Sunday School Times of Decem- 
ber 13, on the scarcity of good superintendents, touches a 
responsive chord in the heart of many an earnest Christian who 
is called to that work, and takes it up realizing his utter unfit- 
ness for it. He is willing and anxious to do effective service 
in this branch of the Lord’s work, but at present the hard and 
costly (costly to the Sunday-school as well as costly to himself) 
school of experience is the only place to which he can look for 
any practical aid in fitting him to do it. I believe there is just 
as much good’ raw superintendent-material in our land as there 
is of pastor-material. The thing is to utilize it to the best pos- 
sible advantage. If some of our Christian capitalists would 
wake up to this necessity, and endow a chair in three or four 
of our best seminaries and colleges, where young men may be 
as thoroughly equipped for a superintendent’s work as they are 
for the duties of a pastor, much would be donetoward relieving 
the ministerial embarrassment of which you speak. And why 
shouldn’t it be done? The Sunday-school is just as important 
a field for trained labor as the church. Mvxny esteem it more 
so. Why, then, should we expect this work to be done satisfac- 
torily by an untrained man, be he ever so consecrated? Why, 
more than. we would expect an ordinary business man to 
take up the duties of a pastor, and perform them with any 
degree of satisfaction? Jam glad you have set this ball roll- 
ing. Keepit going. The day is surely coming when Sunday- 
school work will take equal rank with [other] chureh work, 
and the sooner a training-school 1s put into active operation 
the better. 

The suggestion made 1s one well worth considering. 
That the importance of securing trained and competent 
men to superintend our Sunday-schools will be more and 
more plainly recognized, hardly admits of a doubt. 
How to secure such men, is a point not so easily agreed 
on. It is not impossible that the churches will yet 
decide to have men set apart for this work, giving them- 
selves to it, and of course prepared for, and paid in, its 
doing. But even while the service is yet purely a vol- 
untary one, it might fairly be a matter of consideration 
and instruction in our theological seminaries. Of course 
this involves the necessity of instructors in the semina- 
ries who know what to teach, and how to teach it, in 
this department. There are such instructors in some of 
the seminaries, and their number is likely to be larger 
as the Sunday-school advances in prominence and in 
influence. Good superintendents must be had in one 
way or another; and the different feasible ways are 





worthy of discussion—and experiment. 
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BEARING FALSE WITNESS. 
BY EMMA C. DOWD. 


She wore the name of Christ, and seemed to share 
His self-forgetfulness, his love divine ; 

Her life gave promise of a life most rare, 
A very star of grace she seemed to shine, 


Alas! one cloud turned all her day to night, 
One drop of rue made gall her nectared cup; 

And when again her path grew fair and bright, 
She bowed her head, and would not lift it up. 


New blessings thronged around her, blossoms sweet, 
Shedding abroad their honeyed breath, like balm; 
God’s angels guided still her stumbling feet, 
And led her where the airs were pure and calm. 


“T am resigned,” said lips; her face said nay ; 
“The Lord is good,” she said, but did not smile; 
She nursed her grief in silence, day by day, 
And found a melancholy joy the while, 


Hearts looked to her, in need and sore distress, 
Longing to find some way from darkness out; 
But seeing naught to comfort or to bless 
They turned away in hopeless pain and doubt. 


And thus she lived her life, nor looked beyond 
Her own heart’s sorrow, on the world so fair, 

Bearing false witness to a love most fond, 
False witness to a Father’s tender care. 


Oh, ye who take and wear the name of Christ, 
Keep ye a cheerful heart and happy face, 
Lest, sorrowing, ye be to gloom enticed, 
And bear false witness to God’s love and grace. 





CONSTANCY IN PRAYER. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


Prayer in real life is an object of discovery and sur- 
prises. “I had been a long time in the Church of 
Christ,” said one believer, “before [I found out that 
prayer means something which one can make a business 
of.” A growing experience of the divine life will con- 
stantly discover something new in: prayer as a moral 
force. Three stages of growth are commonly discerni- 
ble respecting it ia the Christian consciousness. They 
are prayer as a resource in emergencies, prayer as a 
habit at appointed times, and prayer as a state in which 
a believer lives at all times. The privilege and power 
of prayer in this last development of it are realized by 
comparatively few. It was one of the infrequent expres- 
sions of his inner life by the late Professor Stuart: “I 
have learned that the value of prayer depends not so 
much on its intensity in moods, or its regularity in times, 
as on its constancy as a continuous way of living. We 
need to live in a state of prayer.” Suffering had taught 
him that. Few men reach that discovery, except through 
some sort of disciplinary trial. In spiritual experience, 
necessity is the mother of discovery, as it is of invention 
in the material world. 

Prayer as a state of holy living is abundantly recog- 
nized in Scripture, “ Pray without ceasing.” “ Continu- 
ing instant in prayer.” “In everything by prayer... let 
your requests be made known.” “Continue in prayer, and 
watch in thesame.” “ Praying always, with all prayer and 
supplication.” Anna continued in prayer day and night. 
St. Paul’s ideal of a Christian widow was one who con- 
tinued in prayer night and day. For St. Peter in prison, 
prayer was made by the church without ceasing; and 
far back in the elder dispensation David said: “At even- 
ing and morning and noon will I pray.” Constancy of 
devotional desire is inborn in the spirit of holy living. 

Such continuity of devotion gives large place in a 
godly life to ejaculatory prayer. St. Augustine, Madame 
Guion, John Tauler, President Edwards, Edward Payson, 
and a host of others, were often overheard in fragmentary 
colloquy with God. Professor Stuart used to hallow his 
most learned researches by interspersing chantings o! 
Psalms in the original Hebrew. Such moments of holy 
utterance were the feeders which supplied to such men 
their spiritual strength. Luther indulged with such 
freedom of speech in this sort of converse with God that 
in almost any other man it would have been irreverent. 
Zinzendorf used to write notes to “the Lord Christ.” 
So strong was his faith in Christ’s personal friendship, 
and his own need of that friendship as a daily solace, 
that once on a journey he sent back his companion that 
he might converse more freely with the Lord, with whom 
he talked audibly. Thomas 4 Kempis says: “ He alone 
is a thousand companions; He alone isa world of friends. 
That man never knew what it was to be familiar with 
God, who complains of the want of friends while God is 
with him.” 


We need this state of prayer as a counteraction to the 





state of temptation in which we are always living. In 
such a world as this, life itself is one long temptation. 
The defense needs to be proportionate to the peril. The 
spirit of our age is skeptical of the reality of Satan. Few 
have the vivid faith which our fathers had in his per- 
sonality as the chief of a malignant empire. We have 
reason to believe his subject angels to be a great multi- 
tude. A legion of them once held possession of one 
soul. They give to temptation a fearful force and peril- 
ous ubiquity. We have to contend with principalities 
and powers. No man is beyond the reach of their 
malign enchantments. Here, there, and everywhere, 
now, then, and always, personal and mighty foes are at 
hand to allure men to ruin. If spiritual attributes give 
any advantage over minds enclosed in fleshly forms, 
tempters have that advantage in this world of ours. We 
do not know that they ever slumber or are ever absent. 
That saintly woman was a wise one who taught her 
children to take example from the Devil as the most 
industrious being in the created universe. There is but 
one refuge for a mortal man living under such condi- 
tions of spiritual trial. It is to livé in a state of prayer 
as constant as the peril. God has ordained no other 
means by which we can summon from unseen worlds 
spiritual allies to reinforce our conflict with spiritual foes. 

Luther may have had an exaggerated estimate of 
the attributes of Satan, and of his liberty of access 
to human souls. His imagination realized the pres- 
ence of the adversary in visible and audible signs, 
He heard voices threatening or seductive over his 
left shoulder. “Ha! you are there,—are you?” was 
the salutation he once gave, in response to an evil 
thought which he believe. to be a suggestion from the 
Devil. The spot in Luther’s cell at Erfurt is still exhib- 
ited to the curious, where he threw his inkstand at what 
he thought to be a visible form of the fiend. This may 
have been a strained and unnatural fancy, but that is not 
certain. The Reformer lived in an age in which Satan 
was at large in great liberty. Abnormal manifestations 
of his presence may have been becoming to the crisis, 
as they seem to have been in our Saviour’s life-time. At 
all events, Luther’s extreme, if it was such, was a safer 
error than the incredulous security from malign enchant- 
ments in which men of our times are living. Spiritual 
perils are the more fatal for being unseen and unheard. 
Odorless malaria is the most destructive to life. Burglars 
enter our homes in velvet slippers, and in the dark. 
Their dark-lanterns do not waken us from our slumber, 
though held at our bedside. So do invisible tempters 
creep stealthily upon us and around us, night and day. 
Our unbelief in their existence is their safety from detec- 
tion. Every man has an unseen enemy at his left 
shoulder. Better is Luther’s credulity than our dead 
faith. Such a continuous state of peril demands a con- 
tinuous state of prayer as its offset and counteraction. 
“Continue in prayer, and watch,” is the password of 
safety. 

We need the state of prayer also as a corrective of the 
restlessness and turmoil which life in this world engen- 
ders. Our life here is full of distractions from spirit- 
ual peace. We often live in tumultuous agitations 
which seem to render communion with God impossible. 
Yet communion with God is the one great necessity of 
our nature. We can have no satisfying happiness with- 
out it. Sin tends always to unrest; often to tumults of 
conflict and shocks of self-discovery. A keen con- 
science is an alert foe to peace of mind, unless it is sec- 
onded by the soul’s sympathy with God in its decisions. 
The complacency of God is the only thing that can 
make and keep conscience restful. Unsettled questions 
of duty often create trepidations and alarms. Doubts of 
truth open abysses of despair. Such are contingencies 
in every good man’s life of probationary discipline. 

Even the innocent cares of life sometimes render it a 
burden. Toil for a living in such conditions as this world 
gives us, is a daily disquietude. Human labor is heavily 
weighted with human wrongs. The common conception 
of it is that of conflict with other men. Competitions, 
rivalries, deceits, overreachings, treacheries, enmities, 
heartburnings, and oppressions make up large fragments 
of the life of trade. We have little notion of what labor 
would be in a world not racked and ruined by sin. To 
encounter safely its conditions in this world, we need to 
make life itself a continuous pr*™ »r. We need to retire 
into God’s silence in the stillness of a state of prayer. 
Meditation and prayer are twin helpers to spiritual 
repose. The busiest and most heavily burdened life is 
full of spiritual analogies, by the aid of which thought 
may alternate in quick succession between earth and 
heaven, between daily toil and God. Thus the most 
laborious life may be enclosed in God’s thoughts, and 
made tributary to his plans. In no other way can we 





live in sympathy with God, or be assured of God’s sym- 
pathy with us. ‘ 

For such a hidden life, we need unwavering sympathy 
with Him who rose up a great while before day, and 
departed into a solitary place and prayed; and who 
continued all night in prayer. “The morning star 
finding him where the evening star left him.” 





INTEMPERANCE AND THE CHURCH.* 
BY THE REV. CANON BASIL WILBERFORCE. 


It is one characteristic of an age of luxury to depre- 
cate plain speaking about plain sins; to gloss over, with 
the meretricious tinsel of euphemisms, notorious vices, 
which eat like a canker into the heart of society ; it is 
one of the despicable deceits of so-called civilization to 
endure unblushingly the outward manifestation of evil, 
and prudishly to hide the head when such evils are de- 
nounced by theirpropernames. Such was not the custom 
of the fearless apostle St. Paul, from whose pen has ema- 
nated the Epistle to the Galatians; and the plain unvar- 
nished tale of deadly sins, enumerated in the fifth chap- 
ter under the heading of “ works of the flesh,” breathes 
a refreshing atmosphere of candor, and encourages all 
Christian ministers to clear themselves from the imputa- 
" “Who dares think one thing and another tell, 

My soul detests him as the gates of hell.” 

When Christian men and women are ashamed to sin, it 
will be time enough for Christian ministers to be ashamed 
to speak of sin; and we are here to-night to speak of sin, 
—of foul, treacherous, fascinating sin,—of sin which is 
the parent of impurity, infidelity, suffering, suicide, 
murder; of sin that knows no distinction between rich 
and poor, man and woman, learned and ignorant; of sin 
that stamps its cursed label, like the brand of Cain, 
upon the besotted features of men and women made in 
the image of their God, saying—See, here are those 
redeemed by the blood of the Cross, dedicated body, soul, 
and spirit to the Lord, and it is written in their faces 
that their God is their belly. 

It would be an easy matter to fill this paper with 
statistics of our English shame. They have been col- 
lected in ghastly and overwhelming array by Mr. 
William Hoyle; they are within the reach of all, in the 
report of Convocation [of the English Established 
Church] upon Intemperance, a work that should be in 
in every churchman’s library; and they prove beyond 
a shadow of doubt that misery, ignorance, and crime 
are prevailing to a most alarming extent; that there is 
an evil influence abroad neutralizing every effort, mock- 
ing every exertion for the promotion of the well-being 
of the people. It would be bad enough if this national 
destroyer confined himself to binding grievous burdens 
upon the pockets of the community: that in days when 


‘ legitimate trade is depressed and honest men of business 


are struggling hard with impending poverty, he should 
annually scatter to the winds one hundred and fifty 
millions, which, if circulated through useful branches of 
commerce, would impart prosperity to all; that of the 
millions of rate-supported paupers, who tax so sorely 
the resources of men of anxious toil, he should claim 
three out of every four as his own production, it would 
appear bad enough, I say. But the mere money tax 
might be endured; yet from the length and breadth of 
of the land there comes a cry of human suffering, human 
agony, human death. The most fearful crimes are com- 
mitted every day,—brutal assaults by fathers upon their 
children,-mothers upon their infants, men upon each 
other; and judges, coroners, magistrates, doctors, hang- 
men, all give the same unvarying testimony—strong 
drink is alone, they say, the cause. One hundred and 
eighty thousand persons are licensed to procure their 
livelihood by flooding the country with strong drink. 
These occurrences are the logical consequence; and the 
wealth, the peace, the religion, the property of the great 
nation are slowly, but surely, going down before the 
pestilence. The most terrible proof of the extent to 
which this devilish epidemic is infecting the main-spring 
of the life of the nation, and one which cannot too often 
be repeated, is to be found in the report of the visiting 
justices of the Westminster House of Correction, which 
exposes the appalling fact that in one year between five 
and six thousand women were convicted of drunkenness 
in this place of punishment alone. 

But in spite of the publicity which is given in the 
daily journals to the fruits of England’s national sin, 
the worst results of it never see the light in the news- 
papers or the blue book. There are working for God in 
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parts of London, Liverpool, and other great cities, devo- 
ted ones who aregpending their lives in striving to cast 
the purifying salt of the gospel of Christ into the foul 
pool of iniquity. They could tell you of thedark deeds 
that are done in the so-called homes of the drunkard— 
they could tell you of the cruel blows that fall thick on 
wife and child—they could tell you of wife and mother 
lying senseless from some savage assault, all through the 
long night until dawn peeps in at the window—and the 
endurance, the forgiveness, the hope for better things in 
the heart of the poor brave woman constrains her to 
silence, and the outside world knows nothing of her 
secret suffering. They could tell you of accursed dens 
of infamy, where tender boys and girls are initiated 
into the mysteries of Satan, where, primed with 
ardent spirits, illegally supplied to them, their young 
hearts are ruined, their consciences seared as with the 
hot iron of hell-fire, themselves, body and soul, drawn 
into the vortex of debasement and ruin—drink their 
task-master, drink their sustainer, drink their tormenter, 
until at last life becomes intolerable, and a splash in the 
water, some dark night, tells of another victim of the 
curse of England, hurried by self-murder into the pres- 
ence of God. 

I do not mean to imply that the ministers of the gos- 
pel have a monopoly of the responsibility for the souls 
of those who are perishing through drink: the drunken- 
ness of England is everybody’sresponsibility. Drunken- 


ness impoverishes the people, increases taxation, lim- |. 


its the producing power of the nation—it is, therefore, a 
question for the statesman; drunkenness deteriorates 
the race, renders life less worth living for by increasing 
its sorrows, multiplying its perils, aggravating its evils, 
—it is, therefore, a question for the philanthropist; 
drunkenness binds the will, clouds the intellect, enslaves 
humanity ,—therefore, it is aquestion for the emancipator, 
for the pioneer of national liberty. Our ears are tick- 
led in vain by the repetition of smart epigrams as to 
England being “ better free than sober,” for we recollect 
how such epigrams are annihilated by anticipation in 
the words of Byron— 


“Think’st thou that there is no tyranny but that 
Of blood and chains? The despotism of vice, 
The weakness, the wickedness of luxury, 

The negligence, the apathy, the evils 
Of sensual sloth, produce ten thousand tyrants.” 

But drunkenness locks up the kingdom of heaven, bars 
the channels of grace between the soul of man and the 
life-giving Spirit of God, defiles the temple of the Holy 
Ghost, crucifies the Son of God afresh and puts him to 
an open shame, is earthly, sensual, devilish ; and there- 
fore it is pre-eminently a question for the accredited 
shepherds of the souls of men. 

In a paper read at a previous Church Congress, no 
little offense was given by words somewhat similar to 
these. I would not willingly cause offense. But if 
Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold I 
cannot go beyond what I believe to be the word of the 
Lord my God to do less or more. I must be permitted 
to guard myself after the method of the pious member 
of the Society of Friends who discovered a house- 
breaker in his bedchamber. Reaching down a fowling- 
piece from the shelf, he softly remarked, “Friend, thee 
had better get out of tke way, for I intend to fire this 
gun just where thee stands.” I therefore boldly repeat 
the language of one of, England’s greatest statesmen, 
and say, “If this evil is to be effectually dealt with, you 
must not look to the world or the legislature to take the 
initiative ; the Church of Christ must strike the blow—and it 
is we, who have been solemnly set apart. by ordination to 
fight the battle of the King of kings, who are constrained 
to spend and be spent in liberating the souls whose cure 
and government has been committed to us from the 
power of the accursed idol before whom they are bow- 
ing- down. When we are indifferent, unenthusiastic, 
temporizing, in the presence of overwhelming evils such 
as these, we are but caricatures—not likenesses—of our 
divine Master. When we timidly hold ourselves aloof 
from this special development of the battle between 
Heaven and Hell, when we take shelter behind the 
motto, guieta non movere, we are as those 

“ Who swore the love 

Of souls had drawn them to the Church—yet strewed 

The path that led to hell with tempting flowers, 

And in the ears of sinners as they took 

The way to death, they whispered peace.” 

Yes, it is our question! It is our question by the sacred- 
ness of our high calling, by the Name we bow before; it 
is our question, because we are not reformers of society, 
but physicians of souls, because with us eternity over- 
shadows time, because we are bound to view man as an 
immortal being in peril by sin, in pity for the miseries 





of which our Master wept on Olivet, in atonement for 
the guilt of which he bled on Calvary. 

Now what can we as clergy do to lessen the causes, to 
diminish the effects, of this torrent of evil? Pardon me 
if I say, with all seriousness, that I do not believe it pos- 
sible for one of us, who has heartily realized the magni- 
tude of the evil, to kneel down before our God with the 
prayer, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” without 
being at once commissioned to our corner of the vine- 
yard. But this we can do—we can divest our minds 
of prejudice, we can stop our ears to those who would 
soothe us into inaction by bidding us leave the battle to 
the gradual influence of increasing knowledge and refine- 
ment. We can reflect upon the trifling influence knowl- 
edge and refinement have had in the past in purifying the 
heart of sinning humanity. Knowledge and refinement! 
Were they wanting to Charles Lamb, the poet and the 
essayist? and did they render less bitter that pathetic 
wail, “From what have I fallen, if the child that I 
remember was indeed myself”? Knowledge and refine- 
ment! Are they wanting to those high-born names 
which bespatter the pfges of our newspapers with the 
filth of the divorce court? And it is the testimony of 
the leading judge of that court of Sodom, that nine out 
of ten of the cases that come before him are the resuits of 
intemperance. First, then, we can set our faces as a 
flint against these commonplaces, which do but mock 
the agony of perishing thousands. 

Again, believing that the peril of souls is of more 
importance than the traditions of society, the interests 
of a particular trade, the platitudes of the press, the 
babblings of shallow political triflers, we can shake our- 
selves free from what one has well termed “the devil’s 
cobwebs of guilty custom and guilty acquiescence.” 
Thus, hitherto, we have perhaps been tolerating evils 
in our parish rather than make ourselves unpopular by 
waging war against them. Now we can become aggres- 
sive; we can constantly keep the question before the 
notice of magistrates, land-owners, and the public. At 
times of election we can show by our exertions and our 
votes that we are in earnest. 

We can enforce, by means of a vigilance committee or 
otherwise, existing legislation as to serving drink to 
drunken persons and young children, and at illegal hours. 
We can engage a professional man to oppose, at every 
brewster sessions, the issue of fresh licenses. We can 
add to our parochial organization an earnest temperance 
missionary, whose one duty is to search for the fallen, to 
encourage the waverers, to form public opinion. We 
can shake ourselves free from all complicity, by declin- 
ing to sign any publican’s testimonial ; by refusing ever 
to lease an acre of our glebe for building purposes with- 
out a stringent covenant to exclude public-houses. 

We shall possibly become unpopular, the drunkards 
will make songs upon us, the public-house world will 
hate us. So much the better for us. We are striking a 
blow for Him whom the world hated before it hated us. 
We shall be freely told that by crusading against the 
interests of a powerful, charitable, state-protected trade, 
we are jeopardizing the stability of the church, and 
alienating men from our ministry. If it were so, then 
perish the Establishment that cannot stand without such 
crutches. But it is NoT true. The best claim the Estab- 
lishment can make upon the confidence of the nation is 
her readiness to dare all in her effort to obliterate 
national sins. The surest reply the individual clergy- 
man can make to those who revile him for crusading 
against vice is the life of practical, courageous, self- 
denying usefulness, for “cujus vita fulgor, ejus verba toni- 
trua.” I am taking it for granted that in every parish 
there will be, first, a temperance society, and attached 
to it a band of hope. Years ago the good Bishop 
Stanley, of Norwich, spoke with a prophet’s utterance, 
and said: “I speak after much reflection, and as in the 
presence of God. I am fully persuaded that temperance 
societies will be found the great regenerators of the 
country.” Yes, and they will be found also the life and 
soul of home mission work; they will become the nu- 
cleus of Bible classes, prayer-meetings, and confirmation 
classes. Where a thorough-going temperance society 
has been working in a parish, its effects are so marked 
that you are able to say, “ Happy are the people that 
are in such a case; yea, blessed are the people who 
have the Lord for their God.” And, secondly, a really 
good temperance refreshment room, not a dingy, fly- 
blown kennel of discomfort, but a bright, cheerful, gas-lit 
tavern, where politics may be talked, and refuge may be | 
had from the discomfort of washing-day, without the | 
assistance of that which men “ put into their mouths to 
steal away their brains.” 

I have but hastily and imperfectly indicated some of 





the directions in which real work may be done. If any 


are induced by these few words to gird up their loins 
and plunge into the battle, I can assure them, from 
practical experience, that an abundant reward even in 
this world will.attend them. It is a noble strife, for the 
battle is the Lord’s. Under the banner of the Cross it 
must be fought: that banner is our lock of strength 
against the Philistine; without it we become as other 
men. : 

And when blessing and success attcnd our efforts, 
when returning prodigals are kneeling at our altars; 
when, co-operating with the Spirit of God, we have 
helped to heal the bitter waters of the world, self must 
be utterly forgotten, the glory must be rendered to 
God, and we must echo the words of Elisha when he 
cast the salt into the bitter waters of Jericho, “Thus 
saith the Lord, J have healed these waters.” 

Southampton, England, 





TWO PSALMS. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM WYE SMITH. 
PSALM CXXIX. 


Oh, many a time and many a way 
From youth my foes afflicted me ;— 

(Yea, often thus may Israel say)— 
Yet victory shall they never see! 


The plowers plowed upon my back— 
Is it my Saviour that I see? © 

The lash made long its furrowed track— 
Ah, Lord, and it was borne for nme! 


Our God is righteous, and in wrath 
Hath cnt asunder every cord 

Of sin, and turned them in their path 
Who hate the Zion of the Lord. 


Like withering grass on housetop found, 
So shall the wicked fade away, 

Nor blessings from the Lord abound ;— 
For which his children wait and pray. 


PSALM CXxXxX. 


Out of the depths, weary and sad, 
Out of the depths I cry to thee! 

Lord, hear my voice, and make me glad, 
And let thine ear attentive be. 


Lord, if thou stoodst, sin to reprove, 

Who should escape, and who should stand ? 
But there’s forgiveness in thy love, 

That we may. fear, and bless thy hand. 


Wait for the Lord! soul, do thou wait! 
Only on his sweet word I stay : 

Yea, like the watch that keep the gate, 
And hail the dawning of the day. 


Israel’s hope ever shall rest 
Only in God, who mercy shows; 
With full redemption ever bless’d 
From all our sins, and all our woes! 





STARTING RIGHT. 


BY J. R. MILLER, D.D. ° 


“The beginning is half of the whole,” says an old - 


proverb. A good start is a move in the. tion of suc- 
cess. No time need then be wasted in revising plans, in 
correcting mistakes, or in changing oge’s course. No 
steps need then be retraced. There are.no wrong teac .- 
ings to unlearn; no false systems to abandon. One’s 
whole energy can be given to the carrying out of one’s 
chosen purpose. 

On the other han', many a career of brilliant possi- 
bilities is marred by a wrong beginning. There are mis- 
takes of early days which men never get over. The 
latter half of many a life is spent in undoing, or vainly 
trying to undo, the acts of its former half. A bad foun- 
dation has.caused the wreck of many a noble building. 
Inadequate preparation for a business or a calling leads 
to impaired success at the best, and most frequently it 
results in utter failure. 

The same principles apply in Christian life. It is of 
the utmost importance that we start well. Many Chris- 
tians walk in doubt and shadow all their days, never 
entering into joy and peace, because at the beginning 
they fail to understand the fullness of the blessedness into 
which, as children of God, they come when they receive 
Christ. Many others never attain anything noble and 
beautiful in Christian life and character, because they 
do not, at the beginning, wholly disentangle themselves 
from their old life, and make a full dedication of them- 
selves to Christ. A good beginning, therefore, involves 
two things—first, clearness and definiteness of aim, with 
intelligent views of what it is to be a bristi.n ; second, 
completeness of consecration. 

Many men fail in life because they have no settled 
purpose, no well-defin.d plan. They have no goal set 
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before them which they strive to reach. There is no 
ideal in their mind toward which they mean to struggle. 
They merely drift on the current, and are borne by it 
whithersoever it flows. They are not masters in life, but 
poor slaves. They conquer nothing, but are the mere 
passive creatures of circumstances. Such a life is un- 
worthy of an intelligent being with immortal powers; 
nor does it ever reach any high degree of nobleness or 
success. No sculptor ever touches the marble until he 
has in his mind a definite conception of his work as it 
will be when finished. He sees a vision before him of a 
very lovely form, and then sets to work to fashion the 
vision in the stone. No builder begins to erect a house 
until a complete plan, embracing every detail, has been 
adopted and .prepared. He knows precisely what the 
finished structure will be be‘ore he strikes a stroke. No 
one would cut into a web of rich and costly cloth until 
he had before him the pattern of the garment he would 
make. In all work on material things men have definite 
aims, and they know precisely what they intend to pro- 
duce before they begin their work. But in life itself and 
living all do not exercise such wisdom. .Many never 
give a thought to such questions as these: “ What is my 
life? What ought I to do with it? What should be 
the great aim of my existence? What should I strive to 
be and to do?” Multitudes live aimlessly, having no 
thought of the responsibility of living, and never form- 
ing any earnest, resolute purpose to rise to any noble 
height, or to achieve any worthy or beautiful thing. But 
a true life should always have its aim. To grow up as a 
plant is well eno.gh fora plant; but men with immortal 
souls and measureless possibilities should have a purpose, 
and should seek to attain it. No one begins well or 
worthily in life who has not settled in his own mind what 
he will strive to do with his life. 

In entering upon a Christian life, there should always 
be a clear aim. , We should know definitely what it is 
to be a Christian. With only vague ideas of the mean- 
ing of a Christian life, its aim, its requirements, iis 
privileges, its duties, no one can begin well. We need 
to understand the new relations into which we come as 
children of God, so that we may realize the full blessed- 
ness of our position. We need to have a clear concep- 
tion of the final aim of all Christian attainment, so that 
we may strive toward it. We need to know what is 
required of a Christian toward his God and toward his 
fellow-men, that we may faithfully and intelligently take 
up every duty. We need to know the conditions of 
Christian life, in order that we may avail ourselves of 
the necessary helps provided for us. Thus a clear and 
intelligent aim is essential in starting right as a Chris- 
tian. 


“ Chisel in hand stood a sculptor boy, 

With his marble block before him, 

And his face lit up with a smile of joy 
As an angel-dream passed o’er him: 

He carved the dream on that shapeless stone 
With many a sharp incision ; 

With heaven’s own light the sculpture shone; 
He had caught that angel-vision. 


“ Sculptors of life are we as we stand, 

With our souls uncarved before us, 

Waiting the hour when at God’s command 
Our lift‘dream shall pass o’er us. 

If we car¥e it then on the yielding stone 
With many a sharp incision, 

Its heavenly beauty shall be our own; 
Our lives, that angel-vision.” 


Another essential element is the devotion and con- 
secration of ourselves to the life we have chosen. A 
good aim is not enough. One may aim an arrow with 
perfect accuracy, but the bow must also be drawn and 
the cord let fly, if tue a:row is to reach the mark. A 
vision in the brain is not enough for the sculptor; he 
must hew the vision into form in the marble. The 
architect’s plan is only a picture, and there must be toil 
and cost until the building stands complete in its noble 
beauty. A good aim is not all of a Christian life. It is 
nothing more than an empty dream unless it be wrought 
out. When Raphael was asked how he painted his 
marvelous pictures, he replied, “I dream dreams and I 
see visions, and then I paint my dreams and my visions.’ 
Every earnest Christian who looks much at Christ 
dreams dreams and sees visions,—dreams and visions of 
wondrous b<auty, glimpses of the loveliness of Christ; 
and, like the artist, he should seek with patient, yet 
intense, purpose to reproduce the loveliness in his own 
soul. Many people have sublimest aspirations and 
intentions who never take a step toward the realization 
of them. Mere knowing what it is to be a Christian 
makes no one a “hristian; many perish with the glorious 
ideal shining full and clear before their eyes. Mere 





seeing the beauty of Christ as it is held before us for our 
copying will never fashion us into that beauty. Our 
knowledge must be wrought into life. We must carve 
out in the life of us the beauty we see. 

The beginning of a new year should register a new 
start in every one who is trying to live nobly. The years 
should be steps on a golden stair leading ever upward 
and heavenward. We all need to start anew very often. 
The best purposes need frequent re-forming. The inten- 
sest energy needs oft rekindling. What*better new begin- 
ning can there be than a fresh look at life’s true aim, 
and a fresh consecration to the working out of that aim? 








fOR CHILDREN AT HOME 


A CHILD’S PRAYER, 
BY E. M. CHAPMAN. 





Father, keep thy little one 
Safe this night. 

Through dark hours, until the sun 
Brings us light. 


While the earth is fast asleep, 
All at rest, 

Thine Almighty eye doth keep 
Vigil blest, 


And thine arm is strong to save ; 
We need fear 

Neither darkness, storm, nor wave: 
Thou art near. 


In the morning may I wake 
Fresh and strong, 

Find new things to undertake 
All day long. 


In the rugged path of life. 
Guide thou me, 

Bring me through its toil and strife 
Safe to thee. 





THE WINTER DAY THA1 ANDY 
WRESTLED. 


BY THE REV. EDWARD A. RAND. 


Snow, snow, snow! 

Snow in the yard, snow on the house-roofs, snow in 
all the wide, misty space above. 

It kept indoors grandma, who was up-stairs, and 
Andy, who was down-stairs. Other folks might go out, 
but grandma was old, and Andy could only limp, and 
he limped in pain. 

“Pretty hard to stay in,” thought Andy. Poor Andy! 
Let me tell you what gave him the limp. He was climb- 
ing over a pile of boards one day, when down they fell, 
and one of Andy’s legs was underneath. 

“Dear me!” said old Dr. Brown. “He has twisted 
his thigh out of joint, and broken his leg. I will mend 
him the best I can.” 

When Andy had been “mended,” blundering Bill 
Holmes pushed him one day, and over went Andy, his 
thigh out of joint again. He was now improving, but 
the limp was still there; and, whenever it stormed, some- 
how the storm shot an arrow at the weak place, and 
Andy felt it. 

“T s’pose Tom Jones is glad,” murmured Andy, “and 
Sam Smith, and Bill Holmes—I hate him. I might 
have been out if he hadn’t pushed me when I was get- 
ting well.” 

The more Andythought about Billy, the more clouded 
and scowling was the white boy-face at the window. 
He had had ugly feelings every day, and how they 
troubled him, when he prayed. 

How can any one pass through Christmas and not 
think of the Saviour, and how can they cross the line of 
the New Year, and not crave a new life? 

“T ’spose I ought to be a Christian, if I only knew 
how. Well, I can pray,” reasoned Andy. 

Prayer, though, did not seem to help him. He would 
pray awhile, and make beautiful prayers, when into his 
thought would come Bill Holmes, and he would sud- 
denly stop. Unseen, secretly, had Bill Holmes stepped 
before him, and given him another push. 

“T hate him,” Andy would say. Could he find peace 
when that feeling was in his heart? 

Andy’s grandma had now entered the room. 

“ Andy, there is a boy outside, and he looks as if he 
wanted to come in. He has something under his arm,” 
said grandma. 

Out in the tornado of snowflakes, driving, whirling 
everywhere, was a boy bearing a big package. 

“Bill Holmes—and—and—he’s a-coming here. I 
don’t want to see him, grandma. He pushed me over.” 





“T’ll go to the door, Andy.” 

Grandma went to the door. 

“T thought—thought—Andy couldn’t go out, and this 
book is full of pictures,” said Billy,—a brown-eyed, light- 
haired, clumsy boy, who was sorry for the unfortunate 
push he gave Andy. 

At first Andy would not look at the book. Then he 
took a peep, and then a second and bigger peep, a third 


still bigger peep, until the beok was wide open before him. . 


It was the Holmes family Bible. The cover was gone, 
the title-page in front, and the index behind. The edges 
were turned and torn. Still it was the Bible, and oh, so 
crowded with pictures! There was Jonah going head- 
first into the sea; and there was Daniel going feet-first 
into the lion’s den. There was—oh, a crowd of pictures! 

“What's this?” asked Andy. “A man has got hold 
of an angel, and he is trying to throw him; or else the 
angel is trying to throw the man—or—I see—I know.” 

Here Andy rested his cheek on his hand, and his hand 
on his knee, and his blue eyes drank in so eagerly every 
feature of that strange, shadowy scene where Jacob 
wrestles with the angel. 

“T wonder who’s a-going to beat? Oh,I know! I'll 
just read about it,” thought Andy, and the blue eyes 
were now fastened on the story. 

“Thigh out of joint!” murmured Andy. 
Jacob felt pretty bad, if his leg felt like mine.” 

Andy caught a gentle foot-fall behind him, and 
grandma, looking over his shoulder, said, ‘That is a 
beautiful picture of prayer, Andy.” 

“Yes; and his thigh got out of joint, like mine.” 

“People sometimes must pray down some trouble, and 
it may be hard like that wrestling.” 

Andy thought of Bill Holmes, but was silent. 

“ However, Andy, we are to hold on, hold on to God 


“ Guess 


j with all our might, and keep praying.” 


“Yes, I s’pose so, grandma.” 

How Andy did watch that picture, looking and look- 
ing again, but in silence. At last there seemed to be a 
change in the picture. It was no longer Jacob, but 
Andy himself wrestling with the angel. 

“Why, it’s me!” thought Andy. “ Yes, he looks just 
as I do in the glass.” 

It was, indeed, the same Andy, the same dark brown 
hair, the same blue eyes, the same jacket and pants; but 
there was a change of size, or, if it were the same small 
Andy, then it was a small angel. How it did excite the 
spectator of all this, to be Andy, and yet see an Andy 
struggling with the angel. 

“Oh, I do hope I shall beat!” thought Andy. But, 
alas! there was the Bill Holmes affair, and then some- 
body or something, at this very thought, seemed to touch 
Andy, and oh, what a poor, miserable, limp being was 
now struggling with the angel ! 

“Don’t mind Bill Holmes. Let that go,” exclaimed 
Andy. “ Hold on to the angel, Andy!” 

It did seem so strange to be calling to himself; but 
Andy felt it all, felt now what he said in a forgiving 
spirit about Bill Holmes, and it encouraged him to see 
that the other part of him was really, tenaciously hold- 
ing on to the angel, and what was his other part saying? 
“‘T will not let thee go, except thou bless me.” 

“O grandma!” he could not help- shouting; “I’m 
a-goin’ to beat!” 

At this there was achange. Andy’s other part dis- 
appeared, and the angel vanished also. He saw— 
grandma, and she was saying, “Poor little boy; you’re 
tired. You go right up to my room, and on the lounge 
there you finish out your nap. You can be all alone 
there.” 

Andy slowly limped to his grandma’s room. He did 
not care, though, toliedown. The late scene was all real 
to him, and if the body had been asleep, the soul was 
wide awake. He looked out of the window. The snow 
was still dropping, dropping everywhere. 

““T don’t care now,” he thought, “if I didn’t go out, 
Perhaps that is why God shuts folks in the house, 
because he has something to tell them. No, I don’t feel 
like going out now, and I don’t care to lie down.” 

He felt like praying, and when he knelt, a petition 
dropped at the feet of God softly as a snow-flake. He 
told God that he did not have hard feelings now toward 
Bill Holmes. He was sorry that he had had any. He 
would hold on to prayer too. “I will not let thee go 
except thou bless me,” was the thought in his heart. 
Andy was crying now, crying for joy. The Angel of 
Blessing had laid his soft hands on a little fellow’s head, 
and granted his prayer. Was that strange? Children, 
praying children, longing to be Christ’s, if you cast 
wrong feelings out of your heart, and hold on to prayer, 
will not God surely bless you? Cast out now. Hold 
on ever. 
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LESSON HELPS. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1885,]» 


1, January 4.—Pau! at Troas. 























Acts 20: 2-16 

2, January 11.—Paul at Miletus. Acts 20: 17-27 

3. January 18.—Paul’s Farewelll........0......08 Acts 20: 28-38 

4, January 25.—Paul Going to Jerusalend..............000.sssemsseeee Acts 21; 1-14 

5. February 1.—Paul at Jer Acts 21: 15-26 

6. February 8.—Paul Assailed Acts 21; 27-40 

7. February 15.—Paul’s Defe Acts 22; 1-21 

8. February 22.—Paul Before the Council. Acts 23: 1-11 

9, March 1.—Paul Sent to Felix Acts 23: 12-24 

10. March 8.—Paul Before Felix Acts 2: 10-27 





ll. March 15.—Paul Before Agrippa....... eo seseeccese ccesocccocnsneeceseesee Acts 26: 1-18 
12. March 22.—Paul Vindicated 


13. March 29,—Review. 








LESSON III., SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 1885. 
TitLE: PAUL’S FAREWELL. 


LESSON TEXT. 


(Acts 20: 28-38.) 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION 

28. Take heed therefore unto | 28 Take heed unto yourselves 
yourselves, and to all the flock, and to all the flock, in which 
over the which the Holy Ghost the Holy Ghost hath made you 
hath made you overseers, to feed ‘bishops, to feed the church 
the church of God, which he hath of **God, which he *pur- 
purchased with his own blood. chased with his own blood. 
29. For I know this, that after | 29 I know that after my depart- 
my departing shall grievous ing grievous wolves shall enter 
wolves enter in among you, not in among you, not sparing the 
sparing the flock. 30 flock; and from among your 
30. Also of your own selves shall own selves shall men arise, 
men arise, speaking perverse speaking perverse things, to 
things, to draw away disciples draw away the disciples after 
after them. 31 them. Wherefore watch ye, 
31. Therefore .watch, and re- remembering that by the space 
member, that by the space of of three years I have ceased not 
three years I ceased not to warn to admonish every one night 
every one night and day with | 32 and day with tears. AndnowI 
commend you to ‘God, and to 
the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to 
give you the inheritance among 
all them that are sanctified. 
33 I coveted no man’s silver, or 
34 gold, or apparel. Ye. your- 
selves know that these hands 
ministered unto my necessi- 
ties, and to them that were 
35 with me. In all things I gave 
you an example, how that so 
labouring ye ought to help the 
weak, and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he himself said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 
36 And when he had thus 
spoken, he kneeled down, and 
87 prayed with them all. And 
they all wept sore, and fell on 
Paul's neck, and kissed him, 
38 sorrowing most of all for the 
word which he had spoken, 
that they should behold his 
face no more. And they 
brought him on his way unto 

the ship. 


32. And now, brethren, I com- 
mend you to God, and to the 
word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you 
an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified. 

33. I have coveted no man’s 
silver, or gold, or apparel. 

34. Yea, ye yourselves know, 
that these hands have ministered 
unto my necessities, and to them 
that were with me. 

35. Ihaveshewed you all things, 
how that so labouring ye ought 
to support the weak, and to re- 
member the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive. 

36. And when he had thus 
spoken, he kneeled down, and 
prayed with them all. . 

37. And they all wept sore, and 
fell on Paul’s neck, and kissed 
him, 

38. Sorrowing most of all forthe 
words which he spake, that they 
should see his face no more. And 
they accompanied him unto the 
ship. 








10r, overseers 2Man 


ancient authorities read the Lord. 
~~ ancient autho the Lord, 


ities r 
28. Readin: trent by American Committee: 

sak “the Lord” h marg. 

two oldest mss,, read God.) 


Gr. acquired. 


For “ God" 
Some ancient authorities, including the 





LESSON PLAN. 


TOPIC OF THE QUARTER: The Missionary and His Mission. 
Lesson Topic: Committing unto the Lord. 
1. Faithful Counselling, vs. 28-31. 


Lesson OUTLINE: {2 Trustful Commending, vs. 32-36. 
3. Prayertul Parting, vs. 36-38. 


GoLpEN Text: Feed the church of God, which he has pur- 
chased with his own blood.—Acts 20: 28. 





Darty Home REapings: 
M.—Acts 20: 28-38. Committing unto the Lord. 
T. —Eph. 3: 821. Committing unto the Lord in prayer, 
W.—Eph. 4: 1-16. Counselling in the Lord. 
T.—Eph. 6: 10-24. Strengthening in the Lord. 
F,—1 Tim. 4: 1-16. Warning in the Lord. 
$.—2 Cor. 1: 1-14. Comforting in the Lord. 
$.—Jude 1-4, 17-25. Commending unto the Lord 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. FAITHFUL COUNSELLING. 

1. Heeding: 

Take heed wnto yourselves, and to rd the flock (28). 
But take ye heed to yourselves (Mark 13: 
Let each man take heed how he buildeti | ti Cor. 3 : 10). 
Take heed to the <p f which thou hast received = — 4:17). 
Take heed to thyself, and to thy teaching (1 Tim. 4: 
Tend the flock of God which is among you (1 Pet. 5: 


Ul. Feeding: 
Feed the church of God, which he purchased (28). 


To feed Jacob his people, and Israel his thestenes o 78: 71). 
Should not the shepherds feed the flocks? (Ezek. 

Which shall be hy of i sep Jona Israel Litas 2: 7). 

Jesus unto him, Feed 18). 

For ye were bought with eon. 


lil. Needing : 
Grievous 
things (30). 


In sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves oy 7:15). 
I send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves (Luke 10: 3). 
The wolf snatcheth them, and scattereth them (John 10: 12). 
There arose false prophets also among the people (2 Pet. 2: 
IV. Pleading: 
1, For Watchfulness. 
Wherefore watch ye, remembering (31). 
What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch (Mark 13 : 87). 
Watch ye at every season, making supplication — 21 : 36). 
For they watch in behalf of your souls gee 
Watch ye, stand fast in the faith (1 Cor. 16: 13). 
Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments (Rev. 16: 15). 
2. From Paul’s Example, 


I ceased not to admonish every one... with tears (31). 


wolves shall enter... men... speaking perverse 


Reasoning daily .. . for the space of two years (Acts 19: 9, 10). 
oa not from “declaring . . . that was profitav.e (Acts ‘20: 20). 
rist 


.. We proclaim, admonishing every man (Col. 1 ; 27, 28). 

1, Take heed in the first place unio yourselves, for you can do little 
for others until your own heart is set right. 

2. Take heed then fo all the flock, for you cannot be a faithful shep- 
herd of the Lord’s sheep unless you value their safety as your 

own. 

Take heed to feed the church of God. Christ was glad to pur- 

chase the sheep at the cost of his own life ; ought you not willingly 

to make the slight sacrifice of caring for those whom he pur- 
chased at such a price? 

Take heed against the wolves. The bark of materialism and 
pg ag and destructive criticism is a good deal worse than 
eir bite, still = need to be watchful lest it drive some of the 

ake timid souls out of the fold 

. Take heed, for from among yourselves men will arise with all 
sorts of perverse religious notions, and you willhave to combat 
them. Do it discreetly. 

6. Take heed and take courage, remembering how much easier is 
your testifying than was Paul’s, and that your helping words and 
deeds, as well as his, all receive God's approval. 


bad 


a 


Il, TRUSTFUL COMMENDING 
1. To God's Care: 
And now I commend you to God (32). 
Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve oon (Jer 49. 11) 


They commended them to the Lord (Acts 14: 23). 
Unto him that is able to guard you from stumbling (Jude 24). 


il. To the Apostie’s Example; 
1, Of Industry. 

Know that these hands ministered unto my necessities (34). 
He abode with them, and they wrought (Acts 18 : 3). 
And we toil, working with our own-hands (1 Cor. 4 : c. 

Working night and day, that we might not burden (1 Thess.2 9) 
In labour and travail, working night and day (2 Thess. 3: 8). 
2. Of Helpfulness. 


That so labouring ye ought to help the weak (35). 


Strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak 1 15:1). 
Let him labour, working with his hands (Eph. 4: 28). 


il. To the Lord’s Words: 
It ts more blessed to give than to receive (35). 


= the poor... the blind: and thou shalt be blessed (Luke 14 : 15, 14). 
e did it unto one of these . . ye did it unto me (Matt. 25: 40). 
Ric , yet for your sakes he became poor (2 Cor. 8: 9). 

To do good and to communicate forget not (Heb. 13 : 16).' 


1. Paul commended the Ephesians unto God, and God commended 
Paul for the zeal with which he labored for the welfare of the 
Ephesians. 

2. Paul did not covet gold or silver, but he did long for something 
vastly more precious. What could have exceeded his eagerness 
to save souls? 

3. Paul labored for the necessities, not for the /uxuries, of life. Yet 
there are in these later times who complain if they can- 
not live in as great style as their millionaire parishiouers, and 
who yet think their manner of life is Pauline. 

. Paul labored not only for himself, but also for those who were 
with him. “Every one for himself” is a motto of the Devil: 
* Bear ye one another's burdens” is the law of Christ. 

. Paul gave to the prev yw an active living example of what a 
Christian worker should be. So doing, he gave to his words a 

tremendous vital force. 

Paul worked with his hands,and was rather proud than ashamed 

of the fact. Hands hardened by honest toil are a much nobler 

possession than a soft head, or a heart hardened by an empty 
pride of birth. 


~ 


had 


11I, PRAYERFUL PARTING. 


1. The Praying: 
He kneeled down and prayed with them all (36). 


He kneeled down, and cried... Lord (Acts 7 : 60). 
He kneeled down, and prayed, say, Father (Luke 22: 41). 
Kueeling down on the ch, we pra hg hey (Acts 21 : 5). 
I bow my knees unto the Father (Ep n 
.In everything by prayer and supplication (Phil. 4 : 6). 
ll. The Parting: 
1. The Sadness. 
Sorrowing ... that they should behold his face no more (38). 
Ye all... shall see my face no more (Acts 20 : 25). 
Having no more any place in these regions (Rom. 15 : 23). 
2. The Starting. 
They brought him on his way unto the ship (38). 
Being brought on their way by the church ee 15 . 3). 
16) 


There went with us also certain (ACts 21 : 
Set him forward on his journey in peace (1 @or. 16: 11). 


1 Parting loses half its bitterness when those who are about to be 
Pera feel that they will remain united in love for the same 
aviour 

2. Parting with a beloved pastor is a sad trial, but it is one to be 

borne as cheerfully as possible, if Providence is evidently calling 
him elsewhere. 

Parting Sater te easier to those who approach the hour of separa- 

tion on their k 

. Parting is greatly iy saddened if we feel that the bodily separation 
is to be forever, but there may be something bitterer than that. 

. Parting becomes wellnigh d iring to those who must harbor 
the fear that it is final, bodily 4nd spiritually. But such separa- 
tions were very scarce among those with whom sucb as Paul 
have been laboring. 


o- 





LESSON BIBLE READING, 


WATCHFULNESS, 


1. Christians Called to Exercise It: 
God enjoins it (Deut. 4:9; 1 Kings 24) 
Christ enjoins it (Matt, 24: 42: Mark : 37; Rep : 2). 
Paul enjoins it (Acts 20: 31: 1 Dates 5-4). 
Peter enjoins it (1 Pet. 4: 7). 


2. Christians Should Exercise it: 
With enkegrving (00. 4: 
With humility (1 Cor. 10: ia: “Heb. 4: 1). 
With diligence (Prov. 4: i Heb. le: 15; 1 Pet. 5: 8). 
With prayer Geuke D136 Eph. 6 *, 

With sobriety (1 Thess. 5: 6; A Pe: 13). 
With circumspection (Luke 21 : 8; ‘Eph, 5:15). 


3. Christians Blessed in Exercising it: 
It helps direct the course (Psa. 119: % 
It brings deliverance (Prov. 16: 17; 28: 26). 
It brings salvation (Luke 21 : 36). 
It helps to sag ee one for the had ao ow. 16 : 15). 
It secures the Lord’s approval (L' 37). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The connection with the previous lesson is merely one of 
continued discourse. . 

Paul is now addressing the Ephesian elders who have 
come to Miletus to meet him, in obedience to his summons. 
He has been in Miletus since Thursday. It is now Sunday. 
The sacred hours are passing away, and but little time 
remains before Paul’s vessel will carry him from the Chris- 
tian laborers whom he loves so well. He has spoken to 
them of his own labors, and of his own constant faithfulness 
to them all. He now turns from himself to them, warning 
them of perils that will arise in the near future, and charging 
them to be faithful to the churches over which they have 
been appointed of God, 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 28.—The apostle passes over here from speaking of 
himself and of what lies before him, and exhorts the Ephesian 
elders to faithfulness in feeding the Christian disciples, over 
whom they had charge. In the Revised Version we have 
therefore after the commencing words take heed; but in the 
older manuscripts the Greek word for therefore, as well as in 
later critical editions, and also the word answering to for 
(v. 29) disappears from the text. In verse 28, give heed there- 
fore, contains a natural conclusion from the apostle’s depar- 
ture to the greater need of fidelity on the part of the elders; 
and in verse 29 for greatly enforces the argument for such 
fidelity. And the style without the connecting particles is 
not the style of Paul.—Take heed (therefore) unto yourselves 
and to the’ flock, in the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
bishops (overseers). The Revised Version carelessly trans- 
lates over which. .The elders were indeed over the flock, as 
all officers are, in some sense; but they were also in it, as we 
say Officers in the church. Bishops: The word elders which 
includes all the persons summoned to meet the apostle (comp. 
v. 17 above), was given to them on account of their age, 
according to Jewish usage, as when elders of the city, elders 
of the people, are spoken of in the Old Testament. They are 
elders of the church, because the church in any town, how- 
ever large, was conceived of as being one body. Their official 
name was elders, and they are called overseers from their 
duties in the church. No one person in the oldest churches 
had more authority than another, whether he was a preacher 
or not. In process of'time the church in large places became 
(almost of necessity) churches without losing a sense of 
unity ; and the presiding elder, or person who had. practi- 
cally the chief oversight, became the overseer or bishop,—a 
name derived from the original Greek word episcopos, and 
passing into all modern Christian languages. The oversight 
was given by the Holy Spirit, although there might have 
been very early an election to the office.—To feed the church 
of God (in marg., of the Lord), which latter the American 
Revisers preferred, which he purchused with his own blood. 
This very important text contains a mingling of attributes, 
church of God, and purchased by his own dlood. It is not 
strange that it should be troubled by various readings, 1. In 
the first place, different manuscripts and citations of early 
fathers contain three readings of the words answering to the 
English expressions, church of God, church of the Lord, and 
church of him who is both Lord and God. The last of the 
three, although found in quite a number of authorities, is so 
obviously a compromise-reading, or one which came into use 
to remove a difficulty in doctrine, that we can safely pass it 
by. The reading church of God is found in the Vatican and 
Sinaitic manuscripts, in the Vulgate, in the later Syriac, in a 
number of uncials, and of works of Christian fathers. It 
derives also support from the expression church of God, used 
six times at least (here and in [aul’s writings), and in the 
phrase churches of God (1 Thess. 2 14). On the contrary, 
the church of the Lord is a phrase unknown to the New 
Testament and the church of Christ, we may add, is equally 
unused, except that the churches of Christ occurs in Romans 
16:16. The fact just mentioned, that church of the Lord is 
used nowhere else, makes. against the probability of that 
reading. This reading, however, is sustained by the Codex 
Ephraemi (or C) by the Codex Beze (D), a codex of 
Basel' (E), and by a wide array of uncials and early citations. 
It is accepted by Tischendorf, and appears in the text of 
Westcott and Hort* Dr Ezra Abbot gives able support to 
it in the Bibliotheca Sacra for 1876, No. 3. On the whole, 
the phrase in this connection 1s so unlike the usage of Paul, 
that while we find the reading to be the best supported, we 
have decided misgivings about it. The closing phrase, which 
may be rendered by the blood, which is his own,—while else- 





1E of the Gospels is a Basel manuscript. E of the Acts and Catholic 
Epistles is the Codex Laudianus 35, of the Bodleian Library, Oxford. 
It is sometimes noted as EA to distinguish it from the Basel manu- 
script E of the Gospels, and from EP? the Codex Sangermanensis, of 
the Paulive Epistles.—TuHE Epitor. 


2The reading which appears in the text of Westcott and Hort is 
“the church of God; the other reading, however, is discussed in the 
Appendix. See Westcott and Hort, at Acts 20: 28, and at pages 98-100 





of the Notes on Select Readings, iu the secoud volume of their Greek 
New Testament.—TuE EDITOR, 
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where we find “by his own blood” (Heb. 9: 12; 13:12) 
may have given rise to a conjecture that the Greek words 
answering to “his own” were on error for “his own son’s” 
blood, which might arise from the circumstance that nearly 
the same letters are in the latter phrase at its close repeated 
twice. It is noticeable that the reading in most of the manu- 
scripts follows the usual way of expressing “ his own blood ;” 
while a number of the earliest and best manuscripts have the 
form answering to “blood which was his own.” Purchased 
by his own blood. This word does not necessarily denote 
purchased by money or bought, but simply acquired, procured 
(as in the Vulgate’s word adquisivit). The clause was, per- 
haps, suggested by Psalm 74:2, “thy congregation which 
thou hast purchased of old,” where the Hebrew word means 
get, obtain, come into possession of. The word so rendered here 
occurs three times in the New Testament; here in 1 Timothy 
3:13: “They who have served as deacons will gain to 
themselves a good standing”’ Revised Version, “ purchased 
to themselves,” and in Luke 17: 13 (in’the critical texts): 
“ Whosoever shall seek to gain his life #hall lose it.” 

Verse 29.—(For) [ knot that after my departing (that is, after 
my leaving you), grievous wolves shall enter in among you (that 
is, from abroad), not sparing the flock. The false prophets are 
compared in Matthew 7:15 to wolves by reason of their 
hypocrisy and inward rapacity, in Matthew 10: 16 as being 
cunning and greedy foes to the gospel, in Luke 10: 3 as 
enemies against whom constant guard is necessary, and so 
also in Jolin 10:12. The word is used nowhere else in the 
New Testament. 

Verse 30.—And from among your own selves shall men arise 
speaking perverse things to draw away disciples after them. It is 
noticeable that the apostle attributes to the false teachers 
from abroad wolfish properties; he charges on those who 
arise in the Ephesian Church itself the spirit of faction and 
division. The false intruders from abroad come in, because 
they have played their part out elsewhere, and have lost 
confidence. The foes of the gospel within the church are 
animated principally by love of power. How, whether by 
prophetic power or by knowledge of individuals, Paul knew 
this, it is not entirely clear. Perhaps his own sagacity dis- 
cerned such tendencies in particular Ephesian Christians. 
In the first epistle to Timothy he speaks of some who have 
swerved from a good conscience and desire to be teachers of the 
law (1:6); of others who have put away a good conscience 
and made shipwreck concerning the faith, among whom 
he mentions Hymenzus and Alexander as being expelled 
from the church by him (1:19); and of others still who 
were to depart from the faith, as he foresaw by divine moni- 
tion, and some of whom held a kind of asceticism which was 
shown in abstinence from meats and from marriage (4: 1,3). 
In the Revelation also (4: 2) the church of Ephesus is 
commended for its patience in the words, “ and hast tried those 
who say that they are apostles and are not, and hast found 
them liars.” 

Verse 31.—Such dangers which Paul foresaw lead him to 
say, Wherefore watch ye, remembering that by the space of three 
years, Iceased not lo admonish every one, night and day, with tears. 
The order of words in the Greek might well be followed 
here,—“ remembering that through three years, night and 
day I ceased not with tears to warn every one.” 

Verse 32.—And now at his parting from those men whom 
he brought to the faith, he adds, J commend you to God 
(Authorized Version) (or, to the Lord, Revised Version), and 
to the word of his grace: The word commend, which is of Latin 
origin, in its early use was well adapted to express the sense 
of the original word here used, for it denoted to entrust to 
another person something of value; or some person, needing 
protection, for the sake of safe keeping. But commend after- 
wards came to mean to speak a good word for another, to 
ensure good treatment for him by a recommendation, and 
this usage takes away some of the old significance of the 
word. The Greek word at first means to place by the side 
of another a thing or person which the one wishes to have 
that other take care of. Hence a derivative often means a 
deposit entrusted for safe keeping. Thus in | Peter 4: 19, 
“Let them that suffer... commit their souls... unto a 
faithful creator,” that is, put their souls into the hands of 
God, as a deposit entrusted to him; Luke 23: 46, “ Father, 
into thy hands J commend my spirit,” that is, entrust, put as 
a safe keeping into thy hand ; and so Acts 14: 23, “ Paul and 
Barnabas here commended (the elders) to the Lord ;”’ that is, 
committed to, entrusted as needing protection, placed by way 
of trust in the Lord’s hands. And to the word of his grace: 
That is, to the gospel which his grace or free gift provided 
for you. The gospel which is God’s instrument is conceived 
of here as something with a living power, as we say it is 
trustworthy.— Which is able to build you up (that is, as means 
to raise you up, like a building, into all growth in Christian 
virtue), and (at the last) to give you the inheritance among all 
them that are sanctified: The word inheritance, which is of very 
frequent occurrence in the Old Testament, owing to the fact 
that landed property remained, by early law and use, in the 
tribe and the family, as a perpetual possession, may mean, in 
its spiritual sense, either the inheritance considered as a 
whole, or the portion granted to each heir in the heavenly 
state. Here the latter sense is required. Compare Ephe- 





sians 5: 5, where no inheritance means no portion.— Among all 
that are sanctified: The word all is not necessary to the sense, 
yet it opens, to our thought, the multitude of the redeemed 
that no man can number. 

Verses 33, 34.—J coveted (when I was with you) no man’s 
silver or gold or apparel: The apostle returns to enforce the 
example he had set by his self-denying abstinence in regard 
to supplies for his wants, fearing, probably, that the rule of 
justice might be followed by the elders, who might labor in 
word and doctrine, rather than the rule of self-denying labor 
for themselves and others.— Ye yourselves know that these hands 
ministered to my necessities, and to them that were with me (comp. 
1 Thess, 2: 9; Acts 18: 3; and 1 Cor., ch.9). Yet sometimes 
he was unable to practice the rule of self-support, and some- 
times a grateful body of disciples would send him aid from 
afar (comp. Phil. 4: 15-18). He cannot here boast of what 
he did; but he speaks freely of his self-support, that he might 
keep a mercenary spirit out of the church, and have a better 
influence on his disciples. 

Verse 35.—In all things I gave you an example, how that so 
laboring ye ought to help the weak (or, everything I set as a 
copy, or pattern): The connection is “in everything I set a 
copy or pattern for you (showing) that by so doing,” etc.— 
Support the weak: Many interpreters explain “the weak” as 
meaning the poor. To support denotes, literally, to lend a 
helping hand, to take hold on the opposite side, as in lifting 
up heavy bodies. But others explain the phrase as denoting 
the weak in the faith, who would be tempted, if an elder or 
teacher took a pecuniary reward, to charge him with the 
desire of gain. So Meyer. But the word to help does not 
seem to suit this sense of the word translated weak, as well as 
it suits the other; and the sense, weak in faith, needs some- 
thing to define it. The verb, “to be weak,” is occasionally 
used in the sense of to be poor in classical Greek.— And to 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, It is 
more blessed to give than to receive: This precious saying of our 
Lord came to Paul we know not how, probably not from any 
written document, but it is applicable to all kinds of giving 
and receiving, so that it may refer to the poor, or the infirm, 
or theeweak in faith. 

Verses 36-38.—These exquisite words need no comment 
We only add that the word here translated Aissed him, is not 
the common Greek word so rendered, but a compound of it, 
denoting to kiss often or earnestly. It is used in the New 
Testament six times.—Sorrowing most of all: Sorrowing is 
better translated grieving, or distressed with grief. It occurs 
four times in the New Testament. In Luke 2: 48, it 
expresses the concern of Mary and Joseph, when the child 
Jesus was lost. In Luke 16: 24, 25, it stands for the anguish 


‘of the rich man in Hades.—T ey accompanied him: Literally, 


escorted him, sent him forward, or on his way. The word, 
in several places, takes a broader sense, that of helping, or 
setting forward, on a journey (comp. 21: 5, 6). 





A MISSIONARY’S FAREWELL. 


BY JOHN A. BROADUS, 0.D., LL.D. 


The apostle Paul was a foreign missionary. His work and 
that of modern missionaries shed light on each other in 
many ways. If we bear constantly in mind the missionary 
character of his labors, we are better prepared to make the 
necessary changes in adapting his motives and methods of 
procedure to our own work at home. The mention of a 
missionary’s farewell would probably suggest to us his origi- 
nal departure from his own country. “ Yes, my native land, 
I love thee.... Can I leave thee, far in heathen lands to 
dwell?” And indeed Paul had been very unwilling to leave 
his own people, among whom he felt himself specially suited 
to labor, and whom he loved with passionate patriotism as 
long as he lived; so that he went “far hence to the Gen- 
tiles,” only at the peremptory command of the Master. But 
doubtless many ,a missionary knows a yet more trying and 
painful farewell ; namely, when he takes leave of some church 
which he has lived for and learned to love, which he foresees 
will encounter many trials and perils, in regard to which he 
can no longer contribute anything save parting exhortations, 
warnings, and prayers. The strong affections which bind any 
true pastor to a people among whom his labors have been blest, 
and which sadden his parting from them, must be greatly 
intensified in the case of a missionary pastor, who has won 
many of these people from heathenism, and must now leave 
them amid all the difficulties and dangers of heathen environ- 
ment. We do not know whether Paul had founded this 
chureh at Ephesus (18: 19-21) ; but he had spent three years 
there of most devoted labor, and with extraordinary success. 
Teaching from house to house, as well as in public, he 
must have formed many of those warm personal friend- 
ships which shine with a beautiful light in ‘his history and 
writings. From the officials of this church, and from some 
of these personal friends, he must now turn away, with the 
assurance that they will see his face no more. Farewell 
words of such a missionary, upon such an occasion, Cannot 
fail to possess interest, and to offer instruction. 

1. A farewel! exhortation to church officials (v. 28). How 
serious is the responsibility of officials in a church! It is 
“the church of God.” The divine Redeemer “ purchased ‘it 





with his own ‘blood.” Even ‘to be a private member of a 
church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a matter of grave respon- 
sibility and of exalted privilege. We must not shrink from 
accepting these responsibilities; for church-membership, 
and in some cases office-holding, is a duty we owe to our- 
selves, to other Christians, to the world around us, and to the 
Redeemer himself. But we should constantly remind our- 
selves that it means something to belong to a church. 

Church officials must “take heed” both to themselves, and 
to the flock. Each duty emphasizes the other. Neither can 
be truly performed if the other is neglected. And does not 
this also hold good of all Christians? If we “take heed” to 
ourselves, and not to our brethren, we are not really in the way 
to heaven; no one can go alone to the paradise of God. 
And the official or private Christian who takes ‘heed to the 
flock, and not to himself, may deceive his own heart, but can- 
not deceive God, nor be really useful to those around him. 

2. A farewell warning against teachers of error (vs. 29, 30). 
The hurtful errors against which a church needs to guard, 
are likely to have two sources,—from without, and from 
within. 

(a.) False teachers will come from without. Some appear 
very dreadful, because theit motives, as well as their doc- 
trines, are bad. But others are even more dangerous, because, 
with at least a mixture of good intentions and honest enthusi- 
asm, they are introducing hurtful and even ruinous ideas. 
The apostle foresaw the speedy coming of those Gnostic 
teachers whose influence we perceive but a few years Jater in 
the neighboring church of Colosse, and some of whose teach- 
ings tended to produce such frightful immoralitiés as are 
indicated and chastised in the Epistles of John, written a 
generation later, in that same region. Such teachers are no 
shepherds of the flock, but grievous wolves, whose real object 
is to devour. Our missionary churches to-day are con- 
stantly exposed to the incoming of teachers of error. And 
at home, erroneous ideas come not only on Sunday, in ill- 
guarded pulpits, but come in conversation, books and periodi- 
cals, on every day of the week—alas! almost every hour of 
the day. Christian people, young and old, need constantly 
to establish themselves in the truth, and to be on their guard 
against the incursions of serious error. 

(6.) But errors also spring up from within. “ From 
among your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things,” twisting the truth. Oh! the many men that arise 
now, in all regions and in all churches, who twist the truth, 
A truth distorted is often more hurtful than an utter error 
Men see that there is still truth in it, perhaps described in 
the old familiar and almost hallowed phrases; and they do 
not see that this truth has been seriously perverted, and per- 
haps rendered seriously misleading. Our very word “ wrong” 
means that which 1s wrung, twisted. Here, as everywhere, 
the apostle’s warning is true to human nature; pronounced 
errors usually come from without, perversions of truth spring 
up from within. Against both these sources of error we 
roust all “watch” (v. 31); church officials, Sunday-school 
teachers, private Christians, all must watch, for themselves 
and for one another. 

3. A farewell reference to his own example. (a.) He 
reminds them of his admonitions (v. 31). These had been 
incessant, ceasing not “for three years,” given “ night and 
day.” They had been individual, addressed to “ every one.” 
They had been affectionate and deeply earnest, as successful 
admonitions must always be, he ceased not to admonish 
every one nightand day “with tears.” Once before in this fare- 
well discourse, the apostle has referred to the “ tears” which 
had accompanied his years of loving labor (v. 19). The 
Christian has many things to make him happy. But oh! 
the Christian worker must often feel a keen distress at his 
own imperfections, at the hardness of heart with which 
many reject all his efforts to do them good, at the frightful 
dangers from without and frum within, against which he has 
to admonish his brethren. The work of saving men is a 
work of suflering. Only Christ’s suffering could be expiatory. 
But Christ’s servants must also suffer in bringing their fellow- 
men to enter, and faithfully to follow, the way of salva- 
tion. They must “fill up that which is lacking of the 
afflictions of Christ for his body’s sake, which is the church” 
(Col. 1: 24). Can any one be very successful in spiritual 
work who is not often distressed, and sometimes almost over- 
whelmed, supported only by promised and sufficient grace? 

(6.) He reminds them of his self-support. A foreign mis- 
sionary at the present day must carefully avoid seeking sup- 
port from those among whom he labors, for otherwise the 
unconverted would say, with great plausibility, that he had 
come among them to get money. Mankind, especially in 
heathen countries, find it hard to believe in disinterestedness, 
and the missionary must take great pains to show that he is 
not acting from interested motives. There is no objection to 
his receiving money sent by Christians in other countries 
fur his support, since it is difficult to imagine how the dis- 
tant givers can themselves have any selfish interest. Pre- 
cisely so it was in the case of Paul. He was utterly unwil- 
ling to receive money for his support from the community 
in which he was laboring ; but money sent from Philippi, to 
support him in Thessalonica, in Corinth, in Rome, he 
received with hearty thankfulness, and was sure that God 
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would reward the givers (Phil. 4: 15-20). When not thus 
aided from a distance, he supported himself by working with 
his own hands (v. 34), doubtless at his trade of tent-making. 
He always cherished the self-respecting consciousness of 
being able to support himself (Phil. 4; 10-14), and gloried 
in the fact that no one could accuse him*of preaching the 
gospel to get money (1 Cor. 9: 15-18). It was all the more 
necessary to be particular in this matter because the Greek- 
speaking countries abounded in wandering teachers, of rhet- 
oric, music, philosophy, religion, who did covet “silver, or 
gold, or apparel” (v. 33). Observe, besides, that Paul at 
Ephesus not only earned his own support by the labor of his 
hands, but gained the means of helping his companions, 
“these hands ministered unto my necessities, and to them 
that were with me.” 

4. A farewell reference to Jesus himself. The apostle 
advises the Ephesian elders that, like himself, they should 
by their labor gain the means to “help the weak” (vy. 35). 
To confirm this advice, he quotes a saying of the Lord Jesus, 
which was not new to his hearers, for he bids them “ remem- 
ber” it, but which would have been unknown to us if it had 
not been incidentally preserved in this connection, for it is 
not given in the Gospels. Observe that the inspired apostle 
speaks of the Lord Jesus as a still higher authority than 
himself. The followers of Pythagoras were wont to settle 
disputes by quoting some saying of their great teacher, 
with the words: “ He himself said,” from which comes the 
familiar Latin phrase, ipse dizit. So the apostle confirms his 
counsel by adding, “ Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how he himself said, It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.’ In like manner, when writing to the Corinthians, a 
year before, he had distinguished between his own teachings 
and those of “the Lord,” that is, the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 7: 
10, 12, 25). 

Time fails to remark upon this great word of the Lord 
Jesus, beyond two things. If a pastor’s salary does not 
enable him to give to the poor, he is not supported, and ought 
in some other way, to make himself able to “help the weak.” 
And while in temporal things the pastor has the less blessed 
part of being a receiver, rather than a giver, yet the.princi- 
ple holds in spiritual things also, that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. In like manner, the right-minded and 
fairly qualified Sunday-school teacher can hardly fail to gain 
more in knowledge and in cheracter, than by becoming a 
pupil in the most instructive Bible class, 

5. A farewell prayer (v. 36). He has just before told his 
brethren (v. 32) what he specially desires in their behalf; 
namely, that the word of God’s grace may “ build them up” 
in Christian character and life, and may at last give them 
“the inheritance among all them that are sanctified.” This 
really includes all that the Christian needs. Another deeply 
interesting prayer which the apostle, a few years later, 
offered especially for this same church, may be found in 
Ephesians 3: 14-21. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock (v. 28). 
Because we do not know just what is before us, and because 
we do know all the dangers in our path, it behooves us to be 
on our guard against the possible perils of every hour. 
Walking in darkness, we must move cautiously. Although 
God watches over us continually, he lays upon us a certain 
responsibility for our own safety. We must see to it that our 
love of ease, or of money, or of honors, or of our own life, 
does not turn us from the right. We must also take heed 
for all those who are committed to us—in the home circle, 
in our daily business, in the Sunday-school, or in the church. 
We are our brothers’ keepers. For ourselves and for them 
we must guard against error of belief or of conduct. 

From among your own selves shall men arise... to draw away 
the disciples after them (v. 30). Some of the most dangerous 
enemies of the cause of Christ are found among those who 
call themselves Christians. They teach error in doctrine, or 
they lay too much stress upon the forms of doctrine. They 
do wrong, and insist that their conduct is justifiable. They 
set a bad example and try to defend it. They are all the 
more to be dreaded because they declare that they are not 
the enemies, but the representatives, of Christ. In taking 
heed to ourselves and to those whom we have in charge, we 
must watch carefully the pulpit, the superiniendent’s desk, 
the teacher’s seat, the editor’s chair, and the neighbor’s walk, 
from which may come error which shall poison our minds 
and hearts, or pervert the course of those for whom we are 
responsible. 

I commend you to *God, and to the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up (v. 32). Here is comfort for every 
believer. God is able. He is able to do everything ; able to 
save us; able to instruct us; able to upbuild us into a sub- 
stantial and enduring Christian manhood and womanhood. 
What if there are dangers before us? What if we are weak 
and timid? What if there are enemies among those of our 
own household? God is able to give us strength to meet 


temptation or inducement to go astray. “Our sufficiency is 
of God.” 

It is more blessed to give than to receive (v. 35). “More 
blessed,” not more tempting, not more popular, not more 
natural, but, more blessed. Selfishness says, Get all you can. 
It is “a reform against nature” which says, Give as much 
as youcan. But there is more of real gain in the line of 
grace, than in the line of nature. Nothing that a man has 
kept, is a source of so much comfort to him as is that which 
he has given away. It is hard for grown-up men and women 
to realize this truth, when they have been acting all their 
lives on the opposite idea. Hence they are inclined to think 
that children have the same standard as theirs on the sub- 
ject. But children are readier than older persons to accept 
this doctrine. Those children in our Sunday-schools who 
have been taught to give gifts at Christmas, rather than to 
receive them, have had more enjoyment in their holiday 
season, and have pleasanter memories of it now, than those 
children who received gifts, but who gave none. Giving 
brings so much of a blessing, that it is wrong for pastors and 
teachers and parents not to let the children and others of 
their charge have as large a share in it as possible, 

Sorrowing most of all... thnt they should see his fuce no more 
(v. 38). It isthe measure of hope which gives joy or sor- 
row toa parting. To part with a loved one in the morning, 
in the confident expectation of meeting again at the day’s 
close, hardly causes a twinge of sorrow to the most sensitive 
heart. A parting which looks forward to a reunion at the 
losec of a. summer’s vacation, or of a European tour, or on 
the return of an anniversary gathering, has more of bright- 
ness than of shadow in its firmament. But when the parting 
is with a soldier-son or brother, who is starting out for active 
service at the front; or with a missionary worker who 
leaves his country with no thought of a return to it; or, 
when for any reason the hope of another meeting in this life 
is faint or is lacking,—then its sadness is intensified. So it 
is, when the parting is at the grave’s border. Even the 
brightest hearted Christian has a right to have sorrow in 
parting with a loved friend, with no hope of seeing him again 
onearth. It is not that the friend is a loser by passing out 
from earth’s prison-house; but it is, that he who remains 
here, shall see that friend’s face no more But even in such 
a parting, believers in Christ can have hope of a meeting 
beyond the grave; and this hope it is which should encourage 
the believer to sorrow not as those who have no hope. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. 


In this lesson we have Paul giving the Ephesian elders 
good advice, and then bidding them a final farewell. There 
is little unity, therefore, in the spiritual teaching of the lesson, 
and we shall be forced to gather helpful hints around two 
distinct points. 

(a.) Pauls Advice—This is very brief. It is found in 
verses 28 and 31, and is in reality simply an appeal for 
watchful fidelity on the elders’ part. He bases the necessity of 
this advice on the certainty of dangers ahead. Call the 
attention of the scholars to the twofold source of this danger. 
(1.) Dangers from without the Church. These would come 
from Judaizing opponents, and from the idolatrous Romans 
themselves. All the adherents of Diana were not cowed 
when the great riot at Ephesus was quelled. His own experi- 
ence assured Paul that the infant church at Ephesus was 
sure to encounter many trials and bufletings from without. 
(2.) Dangers from within. Here, indeed, there was cause 
for the gravest solicitude, for internal foes are always more 
dangerous than foes from without. The traitor in the camp 
can effect far more damage than ten enemies without the 
camp lines. Asa matter of sad record we have the names 
of Hymeneus, Alexander, Phygelus, Hermogenes, Philetus, 
mentioned in after years by Paul, as men who had once run 
well, but had apostatized from the truth in Jesus. See 
1 Timothy 1:20; 2 Timothy 1: 15; 2:17. Against both 
these dangers the apostle teaches his brethren to “ watch.” 

Now let the teacher lead the scholars on to speak 
about the twofold dangers that always and ever beset the 
child of God in this world. As in Paul’s time, so to-day, 
they come from without and from within. Take first (1) 
those from without. The young disciple soon finds that 
infidel books and infidel lectures and even infidel companions 
are active Where can the young man be found who has 
not been gently or coarsely ridiculed for believing in the 
Bible, in miracles, or even in God and a future life? In 
these ways our faith is attacked from without. Our good 
works are not allowed to remain long in peace, either; for 
temptations to dishonesty, to intemperance, to lust, will be 
presented by outsiders to most of our Sunday-school scholars. 
Yet all these outward attacks on our souls would have com- 
paratively little power, were it not for the dangers (2) from 
within. Every man carries in his bosom a heart “ deceitful 
above all things,” and he that trusteth in his own heart is a 
fool. To bea sinner, a man need not live in a city. For 
though he shut himself up in a convent, or even retire to a 





dangers, deliverance out of them, and firmness to resist every 


hermit’s cell, he carries his evil nature with him Even 


Laura Bridgman, who can neither see, nor hear, nor speak, 
can sin. In fact, in the case of the Christian life, dangers 
from without are of grave importance only as they find a 
heart within predisposed to listen and obey. The greatest 
danger in every Christian life arises from within the walls of 
the citadel, and not from without. In this respect we are like 
the Israelites in their experiences. Not Pharaoh’s hosts, 
nor the Amalekite’s armies, nor Sennacherib’s swarms, nor 
Midian’s myriads, ever prevailed while Israel was obedient 
to God. But when their faith failed, a single giant was 
enough to cow the whole army of Saul, and paralyze the king 
with fear. Thus no attacks from without ever do the church 
of God half the damage that worldliness within effects, and 
no opposition from enemies harms the individual disciple so 
much as the waywardness of his own heart. Our situation, 
therefore, being essentially the same as that of the Ephesian 
church, Paul’s advice fits us perfectly. “Take heed,” 
“Watch.” So too saysthe Master of us all: “And what I 
say unto you, I say unto all, Watch.” Many an army has 
been defeated by garelessness ; many a city has been captured 
because the sentries were asleep; many a ship has rushed on 
the rocks because the look-out was drowsy. So, too, many a 
disciple has made shipwreck of his faith, because he failed to 
be watchful against the small beginnings of coldness and 
tendency to sin, until at last the flood-gates of sin have gaped 
widely upon him, and he has been swept away. 

(b.) Paul’s Farewell—No one can read the simple narra- 
tive without being impressed by it. They part as men who 
have said their last words to each other, and who are to see 
each other no more. The apostle embarks, sails are hoisted, 
and, as the ship slowly moves away, they wave the adieus 
again and again, until at last the company on the shore turns 
and goes back to the duties of life in Ephesus. Now, in this 
journey of Paul's, he was always saying good-by, for the last 
times, to the brethren, since he never again visited these 
cities. In this respect, his journey was singularly like the 
journey of our lives. In reality, we are carelessly saying a 
final good-by to this or that place or thing, or to this or that 
person. We may not ‘realize that the particular farewell 
just spoken is the last, but that will not prevent the time for 
the last farewell from coming. The perpetual surprises that 
come to us in this matter should instruct us. The death- 
notices in the papers are full of “died suddenly.” If we 
could but realize this, it would restrain us from many a fool- 
ish jest, and impel us to many a serious word. Teachers 
would be more careful in their appeals, were they to realize 
that each Sunday may be the last. Preachers would put 
more soul into their sermons, were they to be filled with the 
conviction that to some in their audience they were speaking 
for the last time, and that, the next time they met, it would 
be at the judgment seat of Christ. 

Yet we may call attention to another side of this matter of 
farewell. To the believer who parts from his fellow-disciple, 
even though the parting be at the death-bed of the one 
or the other, there is always the prospect of a future reunion. 
Christians never part for the last time, since they are again 
to meet each other in heaven, aud in heaven farewells are 
unknown. ‘To the parting disciples, the: German term is 
perhaps the best that can be used . “Auf wiedersehen,” which 
is equivalent to “Till we meet again.” This it is that takes 


out of Christian partings their bitterest sting, and makes them 
endurable. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE. 


What event made Miletus memorable in Paul’s history ? 
(Title.) What charge did he there give to the elders of 
Ephesus? (Golden Text.) 

What is the meaning of the word “ pastor”? To what did 
Paul compare the church of God in his charge to the elders 
from Ephesus? (v. 28.) What authority had he for the use 
of the figure? (John 10: 16.) What similar charge: did 
Jesus give? (John 21: 16.) Upon what must the church of 
God be fed? Are pastors alone her overseers? (1 Cor. 12: 28.) 
By whom is every overseer established? What argument 
does Paul use to urge their fidelity? How should this argu- 
ment affect every Bible teacher? What reason does he give 
for the necessity of the charge? (v. 29.) Whom does he 
designate as wolves? (Matt. 7: 15; 2 Pet. 2:1.) Have the 
wolves been exterminated, or have they not? Does the chief 
danger to the church lie without, or within the fold? (v. 30.) 
For what period of faithful warning must the Ephesians 
answer at the judgment day? (v. 31.) for what length of 
time should those three years of warning have affected their 
conduct? Are tears a sign of weakness, or of strength? On 
what occasions did Jesus weep? What means has God or- 
dained for the building up of his children? (v. 32.) What is 
meant by the “ word of his grace”? Who are meant by the 
sanctified? In what sense isthe word used in 1 Corinthians6: 
11? In what sense is it used in Exodus 19: 10, 11,22? Isit 
the work of God, or of man? Why did Paul refuse the 
means of support at Ephesus? (vs. 33-35.) In what other 
cities did he labor for his own support? (Acts 18: 3; 





1 Thess. 2: 9.) From whom did he receive aid? (Phil. 4: 
15,16.) Whydid he accept it? (Phil. 4: 17.) To what 
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extent should preachers and teachers desire to give their ser- 
vice without remuneration? On what occasion did Jesus 
say, “It is more blessed to give than to receive”? What is 
the highest service that a man of God can render his people? 
(v. 36.) Is it, or is it not, a teacher’s duty to let his voice in 
prayer be heard by and for his scholars? How will every 
sincere Christian heart regard the faithful teacher of the 
word of the Lord? (vs. 37, 38.) 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Paul at Miletus.—From what place had Paul come, and 
whither was he going when he stopped at Miletus? Whom did 
he send for to come and meet him there? Why did he not 
go to them? What were some of the [things he said to 
them? What did he say about himself as a servant of 
Christ? What had he done as a teacher of Christ? What 
did our last golden text say he had shown everywhere as a 
preacher of Christ? Last week we learned what he said of 
himself as he talked to the friends from Ephesus ; this week we 
have his farewell words to them,—words of warning, of coun- 
sel, and of love. Did the words spoken to the Ephesian 
elders have any teaching for those who should read them? 
Can we find anything in them for children now ? 





WORDS OF WARNING: 
TAKE HEED. 


. 








What does “heed” mean? Did you ever know a heedless 
child? Jesus often spoke words of warning: “ Beware,” 
“watch,” “hear,” “take heed.” One day, as Jesus sat on 
the Mount of Olives with his disciples, in one talk he said 
to them four times, “take heed,’’ and three times, “ watch.” 
The words of Paul, as he parted from the elders at Ephesus, 
were much like some of the farewell words of Jesus to his 
disciples. Paul said to them, “Take heed to yourselves.” 
They were to be teachers and leaders of the people when 
Paul could come to them no more. The teachers and 
leaders ought surely themselves to obey all the rules they 
gave to others, and their lives day by day should be true 
and pure examples to those whom they taught. Paul told 
them to take heed to all the flock. Who said, “I am the Good 
Shepherd”? God fhimself was called the great Shepherd 
in the Old Testament, and he “led his people like a flock.” 
What did David say about it in the Twenty-third Psalm? 
All ministers are called shepherds or pastors, and it is their 
work to look after the fold over which they are: placed. 
Does not a good shepherd watch and care for the whole flock ? 
would he overlook the weak or lame, or neglect the least 
little lamb? It was said of Jesus, before he came to earth: 
“ He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather 
the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom.” 
When he gave to Peter his last charge, he emphasized the 
injunction, “ Feed my lambs.” Whenever you read about 
the flock, you may be sure there is some share in it for every 
little child. Paul showed the elders why they should take 
heed to the flock. God himself had called them by his 
Holy Spirit, the chosen ones to watch and feed his flock. 
Why is the church so precious in his sight? What was the 
offering God gave because he “so loved the world”? The 
church of Christ is a part of himself, bought and saved by his 
own blood shed on the cross. Could any work the Ephesian 
elders had to do, be so important as to feed their flock with 
truth and love, and care for them all? And should not each 
member of the flock take heed for himself too? Paul had 
another reason; he said that cruel wolves would come, and 
the shepherds must take heed. What would a hungry 
wolf do among the lambs ? 





WORDS OF COUNSEL: 
WATCH. REMEMBER. 








Jesus often said, “ Watch and pray.” “What I say unto 
you, I say unto all, Watch.” Would a wise shepherd go to 
sleep, and have no watchman on the tower to give the alarra 
if robbers or wild beasts came to the fold? How had Paul 
watched? He bade them.remember how, for three years 
he labored night and day, so earnest and anxious that he 
often warned them with tears and prayers. Each one was 
to watch his own heart, to keep out evil and untruth as he 
would a wild beast; to see the dangers of sin and unbelief, 
remembering Paul’s words of warning. Is it as needful now 
to watch and remember all we have been taught ? 








WORDS OF LOVE: | 
| I COMMEND YOU TO GOD. 








Paul could only warn and counsel; he could not save, but 
he loved Christ so well that he felt sure he would keep all that 





was committed to him. “To the word of his grace,” he 
commended them, safe in the promisés Jesus had given. 
Jesus himself was called “the Word;” in his name and for 
his sake are all the great and precious promises. “Able to 
build you up;” the people from Ephesus knew all about 
beautiful buildings, and they understood that to be built up 
meant to stand on a firm foundation, to be made strong and 


| beautiful in character, as a marble temple should be perfect 


and adorned with skill. “Give you an inheritance.” To 
inherit is to receive by right. A child inherits the property 
of his father ; the child does not make or earn it, but receives 
because he is a child, so the Christian inherits all blessed- 
ness, peace, rest, joy. Peter told of the inheritance which 
cannot wear out, and never will fade away. At another time, 
Paul talked of the richness of the glory. All the beauty. 
joy, glory of heaven, is the Christian’s inheritance, the share 
of each one, never to be less, but more and more blessed as 
more and more of the heirs of glory partake of it. Paul said 
he had not coveted anybody’s silver or gold; he was then 
carrying money from the churches to poor Christians in 
Jerusalem. They knew his poverty when he said he had 


worked with his own hands for daily bread for himself and. 


for others. He tried to help them to remember how Jesus 
said, “ It is more blessed to give than to receive” Is it so 
now? Have you ever tried it? 

Paul’s Farewell—He kneeled down; he had spoken to 
them of God; then he spoke to God for them. ‘They clasped 
his neck, and kissed him with sobs and tears, sorrowing most 
of all because he said, ‘“ Ye shall see my face no more.” 
Sadly and slowly they walked with Paul along the coast to 
the place where the ship was anchored, and there bade him 
good-by, which means, ‘‘God be with you.” They said it, 
not expecting to meet again until he and they should be pol- 
ished stones in the temple of God, enjoying the everlasting 
inheritance. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
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HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“* We shall meet beyond the river.” 
“Blest be the tie that binds.’ 

‘*Shall we gather at the river.” 

‘““One more day’s work for Jesus.” 
“One sweetly solemn thought.” 

‘When my final farewell to the world.” 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


EASTERN SHEPHERDS AND THEIR FLocks.—It is to be 
remembered that the work of a shepherd in the East is in 





sheep, and the shepherd must risk his own life, as’ David 
did, to rescue the imperiled sheep. : 

The shepherd, or overseer, is responsible to. his employer 
for the safety of the sheep, and he must render a strict 
account of that which has been lost, or which has perished. 
Here is an extract from Oriental law on this point, as quoted 
by Paxton: “Cattle shall be delivered over to the cowherd 
in the morning ; the cowherd shall tend them during the whole 
day with grass and water ; and in the evening shall re-deliver 
them to the master, in the same manner as they were 
entrusted to him. If, by the fault of the cowherd, any of the 
cattle be lost or stolen, that cowherd shall make it ‘good. 
When a cowherd has led cattle to any distant place to feed, 
if any die of distemper, in spite of the fact that the cowherd 
applied the proper remedy, the cowherd shall carry the 
head, the tail, the fore-foot, or some such convincing proof 
taken from the animal’s body, to the owner of the cattle. 
Having done this, he shall be no further answerable. If he 
neglects to act thus, he shall make good the loss.” 

Paul, therefore, compares the Ephesian Church to a flock 
of sheep, seeking pasturage under the guidance of their shep- 
herds, yet prone of themselves to wander, and constantly 
exposed to peril from wild beasts. The shepherds, he 
teaches, are answerable not only for the divisions which 
occur in the flock through their neglect, but also for the 
attacks of wild beasts, permitted by the same neglect. 

“An INHERITANCE AMONG ALL THEM THAT ARE SANCTI- 
FIED.” —One of the strongest principles of Bed’ween custom, 
as it was also of early Roman and patriarchal law, is that of 
the solidarity of the tribe (or family). It is the tribe, and 
not the individual, which is the unit, among the Bed’ween. 
It is to the tribe, and not to the individual, that the tribal 
lands—the primitive inheritance—belong ; and even where 
the individual has what seem to be purely personal posses- 
sions, they belong to him in virtue of his connection with the 
tribe. The shaykh, or chief, of an Arab tribe is not by any 
means the despotic monarch which we of the West are apt 
to fancy him to be. He speaks and acts for the whole tribe, 
indeed, but always for the tribe. This explains the frequent 
reférences to corporate inheritance in the Bible. He who is 
adopted .into the family of God becomes a real member of 
that family, and so a “joint heir” or “joint owner” of the 
“ inheritance” or “ possession,” which God has given. 

It is, perhaps, worth while to note that one of the most 


perplexing questions which demand settlement at present in - 


the Scottish Highlands, has arisen from the incompetence of 
British law to adapt itself to the corporate ownership system 
in the Highland clans. The Highland clan, down to a com- 
paratively recent period, was a fair representative of a patri- 
archal tribe. ‘ As in the East, the lands of the tribe were held 
in common; and the clan was represented and led by its 
chief. Modern British law, shaped for the homogeneous 
populations of England and of the Scotch Lowlands, could 
not appreciate this tribal ownership, and cut the Gordian 
knot by considering the chief the absolute owner of the 
tribal lands. Thus, to-day, the chief of the Campbells (who 
is commonly known as the Duke of Argyll) is absolute 
owner of a large portion of the Scottish Highlands. The 
absolute power thus given makes it easy for a chief who 
wishes to make the tribal lands a private preserve for game, 
to drive his clansmen off the ground by simply raising rents 
beyond. the limit where payment is a possibility. Hence 
that depopulation of the Highlands which is the scandal of 
Scottish history. Hence those abuses which have led to the 
present virtual revolt of the “crofters,” or small tenant 
farmers, in the Western Islands. 

“REMEMBER THE WorDs OF THE LoRD JeEsus.”—Paul’s 
appeal to the memory of the Ephesian elders, rather than to 
any written record, is true to ancient Oriental fact. Before 
the diffusion of literature, there were trained memorizers, 
who answered, to a certain extent, the purpose of modern 
books. It is probable that the Homeric poems were thus 
handed down from bard to bard before they were committed 
to writing. The first Jewish targums—or explanatory trans- 
lations of the Bible into the popular dialect—were oral, and 
it was even forbidden to write then down. The quantity of 
poetry or prose which these trained memorizers could retain 
after hearing it once, is almost incredible to us moderns 
whose’ note-books largely take the place of our memories, 


‘| It is said that an Arabic student once presented himself 


before one of the khaleefs of Baghdad, and offered to repeat 
any poem which any person of the court had ever heard of, 
and then to repeat as many more which none of them had 
ever heard. The story goes that for three days the khaleef 
and his court tried to trip him, and failed. Whether the 


many respects different from a shepherd’s work among our- | story is true or not, it gives a glimpse of Oriental custom in 


selves The Oriental flock does not graze within fenced pas- 
turages, but moves hither and thither through the wild pas- 
ture lands, following the lead of the shepherd, and often 
going toa great distance from inhabited places. It there- 
fore takes all the shepherd’s vigilance to keep his flock 
together—to prevent one part of it from straying gradually, 


| 


this respect. It is probable, also, that before our Gospels 
were written down, there were memorized Gospels current 
through Christendom. These could easily be learned from 
the lips of the apostles, and would form a valuable part of 
the possessions of the churches, until the written Gospels 
rendered them no longer necessary, and decreased the chance 


in search of pasturage, to the north, another to the south, | of error being introduced by individual slips of memory. 


another tothe east, and another to the west 
districts, too, attacks from wild beasts are not uncommon; a 
wolf or a bear will pounce suddenly upon an unsuspecting 


| 


In these remote | That Paul did not refer to our written Gospels is, of course, 


evident from the fact that the words quoted do not occur in 
any of them 
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REUSS’S HISTORY OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT.* ° 


Eduard Reuss, professor in the Imperial German Uni- 
versity, in the now German city of Strassburg, is the 
foremost European authority on the history of the 
twenty-seven small Greek books which are contained 
within the covers of the New Testament. Professor 
Reuss is a polyglot scholar. His published works show 
that he writes French, German, and Latin with equal 
facility. The German work on the history of the New 
Testament, which has just been translated by Mr. 
Edward L. Houghton, and the correspondent French 
work, are Professor Reuss’s most important contributions 
to biblical science. His Dibliotheca Novi Testamenti 
Greci, or Library of the Greek New Testament, is still 
the one indispensable volume to the student of the his- 
tory of the printed text; and his recent volume on the 
Pentateuch, and his scattered articles in New Testament 
literature in various cyclopedias, are all worthy of note 
by the student in these departments. 

Mr. Edward L. Houghton’s translation of the impor- 
tant work on the History of the New Testament was 
begun three years ago at the suggestion of Professor 
J. Henry Thayer, then of Andover, whose assistance in 
other ways also the translator acknowledges in his pre- 
face. Like Mr. Watson’s book on Marcus Aurelius, this 
translation of Reuss’s volume is a piece of solid work by 
a recent graduate. Mr. Houghton was a student of 
Andover when the translation was begun; and although 
the work consists chiefly of a full translation of Reuss’s 
fifth edition, which dates back about ten years ago, the 
bibliography of the original has been largely supple- 
mented by Mr. Houghton’s own hand. ‘The translator’s 
additions consist chiefly of bibliographical notes in the 
field of English and American New Testament litera- 
ture; but the names of important French and German 
books in the same field, which have appeared since the 
publication of Reuss’s fifth edition, are in some cases 
added. These supplementary notes of the translator are 
distinguished in every case by enclosure within brackets. 

Since the History of the New Testament now appears, 
in its present shape, for the first time as an English 
book, it is necessary to give the English reader some 
idea of what he may expect to find in it. It is, in the 
first place, an encyclopedic history of the New Testa- 
ment, considered as literature, from the earliest period 
to the present time. It consists of five books dealing, 
respectively, with the history of the origin of New Tes- 
tament literature, the history of its collection and of the 
formation of the canon, the history of the preservation 
of the New Testament writings, including that of the 
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written and of the printed text, the history of the circu- 
lation of the New Testament and of its versions, and the 
history of New Testament interpretation. Professor 
Reuss uses the term “New Testament” in the sense of 
the New Covenant,—that is, the new dispensation; and 
under the term “‘ New Testament literature,” he includes 
not only the twenty-seven books of our New Testament, 
but also those other ancient books which are sometimes 
included with the books now accepted as canonical by 
western Christendom in the early lists, and which may 
fairly be accepted as embodying some portion of the 
spirit of the new dispensation. These related books are 
treated, of course, with greater brevity than are the 
canonical books. 

In the discussion of the origin of the New Testament 
books, Professor Reuss’s method is historical rather than 
dogmatic. His researches touch the human rather than 
the divine side of the New Testament writings. Indeed, 
Professor Reuss is not a believer in the divine inspira- 
tion of the New Testament books, as inspiration is 
defined in English and American dogmatics. The 
origination of the New Testament writings is for him 
a wholly natural process. The Gospels, he holds, can- 
not be harmonized as they stand; the evangelists are 
not always inerrant even in the narration of the simplest 
acts of Christ’s life. Thus, he claims, the two miracles 
of feeding are to be reduced to one, on the ground that 
the evangelists have mistaken two divergent traditions 
of the same fact for two separate miracles. The Gospel 
and the Revelation of John were not written by the 
same person; and the tradition of John’s banishment 
to Patmos is unhistorical. The purpose of the revela- 
tion was chiefly contemporary; it was designed to com- 
fort the Church under its sufferings, and to promise the 
“beginning of the kingdom of Christ for the fourth 
year thence.” The name of Nero is hidden in the mys- 
tical number six hundred and sixty-six; although here 
it may be noted that Professor Reuss does not explain 
that the name of “ Nero Cesar,” in the form in which 
it actually occurs in rabbinic writings, Nerén Qaysar, 
yields, according to the Hebrew Gematria, not six hun- 
dred and sixty-six, but six hundred and seventy-six, the 
extra ten being only gotten rid of, by the modern inven- 
tors and upholders of this theory, through the arbitrary 
exclusion of the yodh in Qaysar. 

Enough has been said to point out what, to American 
Christians, will be the chief defect of Professor Reuss’s 
book. In Germany, Professor Reuss would be counted 
a moderate conservative; in America, he would be con- 
sidered as holding decidedly rationalistic ground. The 
views of Scripture which he has put forward in the 
present work, and also in his more recent book on the 
Pentateuch, are not those which are commonly held by 
evangelical Christians in this country. But, apart from 
these views, Professor Reuss’s book is a work of such 
solid learning that it should not be set aside on account 
of its theological pre-judgments. It is a book designed 
not for the general reader, but for the student, who, it is 
to be presumed, is sufficiently well trained to be able to 
discriminate between an author’s facts and an author’s 
fancies. 

That part of the work which deals with the canon of the 
New Testament, compares favorably in learning with 
Canon Westcott’s work on the same subject, although it 
has not the same clear incisiveness or the same hard grip 
of common sense as the English work.* In view of the 
recent discovery of the Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, 
it is noteworthy that Professor Reuss quotes, in the 
original Greek, the list of Antileg mena in which the 
name of the Teaching occurs, witiiwut remark; while in 
another part of the book the Teaching is identified with 
the Apostolic Constitutions; the translator failing here 
to make the correction which it must surely have been 
in his power to make before the book was printed. Nor 
does the name of the Teaching occur at all in the very 
full index. 

In view of the unique character of Professor Reuss’s 
Bibliotheca already mentioned, it is hardly more than 
necessary to mention that his history of the Greek text 
is a masterly and condensed exhibit of the whole history 
of the New Testament text. The translator has added 
to Professor Reuss’s bibliography here, from Professor 
Isaac H. Hall’s admirable little bibliography of the 
Greek New Testament in America, which he mentions 
by name, although his excerpts seem to be drawn from 
Professor Hall’s earlier list in Schaff, rather than the 
more complete monograph published later. Mr. Hough- 
ton has also included in his bibliography the late Pro- 
fessor Ezra Abbot’s New Testament articles in The Sun- 
day School Times. Modern English work in the publi- 
cation of critical Greek New Testaments is sarcastically 
commended for excellence in paper and print, and there 





is an occasional reference to the country where a textual! 
variant is sti]] supposed to endanger the salvation of the 
soul. If anything can take away the sting of Professor 
Reuss’s commendation of the English editions of the 
Greek New Testament, it is the fact that while his fifth 
edition was going through the press, the noble Greek 
New Testament of Westcott and Hort, which marks the 
highest touch of modern textual scholarship, was already 
moving on to completion. 

Professor Reuss’s theological pre-judgments again 
come into view in his history of New Testament exegesis. 
The sketch of the vagaries of exegesis from the time of 
the fathers down to that of the moderns, is brief and 
sufficient. In view of all the learned nonsense which 
has been written upon the New Testament, in view also 
of some of Professor Reuss’s own opinions, it is well to 
emphasize the truth which is embodied in Professor 
Reuss’s closing words: 


The history of the theological use of the Scriptures shows 
that the Church, for but a short time, received the will of her 
Lord and the teaching of his disciples through brief and simple 
instruction ; and that Christian theologians have been laboring 
for seventeen hundred years since to fix by learning and specu- 
lation the meaning of certain pages which were written for the 
unlearned and simple-minded, True, there were always child- 
like souls who perceived what the intellect of the scholar never 
saw, and struck the note which the apostles had struck; but 
their number was small, their fame and influence never the 
greatest. The loudegt word in the science of the Scriptures has 
always been spoken by those who have thought that the truth 
could be discovered and established by the rules and definitions 
of scholastic philogophy. In a first period they lost themselves 
in the vast labyrinths of allegory, decking the Word with the 
motley tinsel of their conceits; in the second they allowed 
themselves to be bound in the shackles of the systems, and 
crushed the life out of it with the iron consistency of their 
logic. Their lawg, mostly designed to make exegesis responsi- 
ble for the caprices of dogmatics, her mistress, stand side by 
side unreconciled to-day ; the clearest passages are differently 
explained; the hermeneutic formula able to unite all voices is 
not yet found, and the impossibility of finding it, which is 
becoming more and more evident, is an earnest warning uttered 
by history to those who forget that they should be servants, 
not of the letter which killeth, but of the spirit which maketh 
alive. 


Nothing more need be said except that Mr. Hough- 
ton’s translation is more English and less German than 
might be expected by those who notice how much the 
Germanic idiom is being imported into the vocabulary 
of American scholarship. There is a certain obscurity 
in some instances in Mr. Houghton’s rendering; but on 
the whole he has done his work well, and he certainly 
deserves praise for his success in avoiding the prevailing 
vice in books of this sort, of that German-Engiish dia- 
lect which is not German, and which is certainly not 
English. 





As the war between two New York firms on the sub- 
ject of the American proprietorship of the Carlyle books 
still continues, we have now, as in former cases, two 
rival editions of Thomas Carlyle: his life in London. In 
each case, the two volumes in which Mr. Froude tells 
the story of Carlyle’s life of nearly half a century in the 
British metropolis, are bound together into a single vol- 
ume. The Scribner edition is printed on better paper 
and with larger type than Harpers’ edition, which 
is published at a lower price. There is nothing in these 
two volumes which will change the opinions of those 
who have adopted partisan views, either for or against 
Carlyle, in the question of his household relations. The 
picture of household life is the same as that which 
could be discerned in the private confessions of Carlyle 
which Mr. Froude was good enough to give to the 
world: A husband with an essentially tender heart, 
which was hidden beneath a cold, silent, and querulous 
exterior; a wife whose real love for, and pride in, 
her husband was often obscured by her rasping and sar- 
castic temper, and her unfortunate and reprehensible 
habit of making public what should have been kept 
private. Even Mr. Froude recognizes the inner tenderness 
of Carlyle. Speaking of Carlyle’s failure in outward ex- 
pressions of appreciation of his wife’s work for him, Mr. 
Froude says: “‘ Nooneever laid himself more open to being 
misunderstood in such matters than Carlyle did. He 
was the gratefullest of men; but, from a shy reluctance 
to speak of his feelings, he left his gratitude unuttered. 
He seemed to take whatever was done for him as a mat- 
ter of course, and to growl if anything was not to his mind. 
It is only in his letters that he showed what was really 
in his heart.” Of course this was wrong ; and, of course, 
Carlyle’s judgment of his contemporaries was bitter and 
unjust; but to judge such a man as Carlyle by an 
absolute, rather than an individual, standard, is like 


blaming a Laplander because he has not the warm and 
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overflowing outward manifestations of emotion which 
belong to the sunny South. (Scribner. 8yo, pp. xii; 392; 
418. Price, $1.50.—Harper. pp. xii, 282; 297. Price, 
80 cents.) 


A great advance on the ordinary sermon-text book, 
whose introduction into the Sunday-school has done so 
much to increase the church attendance of children, is 
made by the Rev. Dr. J. E. Kittredge, in the Year Book 
of Sermon and Golden Texts for.1885.. The chief part of 
this little volume is its weekly forms for the recording of 
attendance at church and. at Sunday-school. These 
forms consist of two pages facing each other, one devo- 
ted to the preaching service, the other to the Sunday- 
school service. On the preaching-service page, blank 
lines are indicated for the preacher’s name, the record of 
the text, the text itself written out, the amount of the 
scholar’s offering, the scholar’s name, the teacher’s 
signature certifying to the scholar’s attendance, and a 
question and answer from the Westminster Catechism. 
On the Sunday-school page, the lesgon for the day is 
indicated with its title and its memory verses; the gol- 
den text is printed in full; and there are spaces for the 
statement of attendance, the amount of offering, and the 
scholar’s signature, as on the other page. The book 
also contains a calendar, the Apostles’ Creed, the Ten 
Commandments, Scripture selections, and home Bible 
readings bearing on the lessons for the whole year. In 
form the little book is handy for the pocket, and it 
is bound tastefully in two different styles. (New York: 
Ward and Drummond. Price, 15 cents, or $10.00 per 
hundred.) 


Upon the appearance of the original English edition 
of Edersheim’s Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, the 
work was reviewed at full length in these columns. 
The issue of a low-priced American edition of this im- 
portant contribution to the understanding of our Lord’s 
life calls for little more than mention. The edition is 
printed from the English plates.on good paper, and it 
contains a new preface wherein the author defends him- 
self from the charge of furnishing material for the use 
of the anti-Semites. A few corrections have also been 
made, although some errors in rabbinic pointed out by 
Ginsburg and Schiller-Szinessy remain uncorrected. 
There is hardly a single volume on the life of our Lord 
which would be more useful to the teacher or the 
minister than this life by. Edersheim; and the publish- 
ers have done American students a genuine service in 
bringing the work within the reach of many who could 
not otherwise have been able to purchase it. (8vo. 
2 vols., pp. xxxiv, 698; xii, 826. New York: A. D. F. 
Randolph & Co. Price, $6.00.) 


A handy collection of those poems of Tennyson which 
are best suited for the reading of older boys and girls is 
to be found in Selections from Tennyson by Mr. William J. 
Rolfe, which is to be followed by a similar selection, 
from the works of the same poet, of poems better fitted 
for the reading of younger children. The range of the 
present selection may best be indicated by mentioning 
that it contains The Lady of Shalott, The Palace of Art, 
The Epic, Locksley Hall, .The Two Voices, and the 
Ode to the Duke of Wellington, besides many others. 
The poems are furnished with notes, illustrations, and a 
word-index, as in Mr. Rolfe’s school edition of Shake- 
speare’s Plays. (16mo, illustrated, pp. vi, 198. Boston: 
James R. Osgood & Co. Price, 75 cents.) 


Books of illustration continue to multiply. Anecdotes 
Illustrative of New Testament Texts, which forms the fifth 
volume.of the Clerical Library isa good specimen of 
the stock book of illustration, being neither better nor 
worse than the average. The anecdotes are arranged in 
the order of the New Testament texts which they illus- 
trate. The proportion of new anecdotes is small. The 
number of illustrative paragraphs is over six hundred. 
One good point in the book is its full index of subjects 
treated. (12mo, pp. 390. New York: A. C. Armstrong 
& Son. Price, $1.50.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


An announcement of considerable importance for 
Egyptological students and for students of comparative 
mythology, has just been made by Hinrichs of Leipzig. 
Dr. Brugsch, the eminent Egyptologist, has ready for 
press the first volume of anew work on The Religion 


and Mythology of the Ancient Egyptians, according to the | 


monuments (Religion und Mythologie der Alten Aegypter 
nach den Denkmilern bearbeitet). From the necessities of 
the case, there has been hitherto no adequate treatise 
upon the religion of the ancient Egyptians. The works 





of scholars who wrote before the decipherment of the 
monuments (as, for instance, Jablonsky) are now, for 


all.exact purposes, valueless. Modern research has pro- 


duced rich results in this field, but these are scattered 
in numberless monographs, and no one, before Dr. 
Brugsch, has taken the trouble to gather them into one 
complete presentation. The nearest approach to a sys- 
tematic exhibit of Egyptian theology is to be seen in 
such elementary treatises as Le Page Renouf’s Religion 
of Ancient Egypt,—a book which has completeness of 
design, but which is not full enough in detail. Dr. 
Brugsch proposes to make a systematic presentation of 
the Egyptian religion in the historical order of its 
development, as shown by the monuments, and accord- 
ing to the accepted methods of comparative mythology. 
The first volume, which will be issued immediately, 
embraces the general introduction and the cosmogony. 
The second and concluding volume will be issued upon 
the return of Dr. Brugsch from Persia, where he is at 
present serving as councillor of legation in the Imperial 
German Embassy to that country. This will probably 
be late in the year. 


Popular customs are long-lived. Usages whose origin 
is hid in the mists of antiquity, and whose primitive 
meaning has long been lost, are still practiced by force 
of habit among the populations of Europe and America. 
Many of these popular customs have been carried from 
the Far East to the Far West by that irresistible west- 
ward drift of the peoples which has now been going on 
for thousands of years. Mr. G. Lansing, of Alexandria, 
Egypt, contributes to the last number of The Hebrew 
Student an Oriental explanation of the Occidental cus- 
tom of throwing a slipper after a newly married couple. 
Mr. Lansing writes that the custom of throwing a slipper 
at another, or striking him with it, is still practiced in 
the East as a sign of renunciation. “A father, for 
instance, who would renounce his son after he has been 
convicted of being a wicked son, will, before witnesses, 
take off his shoe, and, if near enough, strike him with 
it, or, if more distant, throw it at him. Recently we 
have had three cases of Moslem converts to Christianity, 


_whose relatives and co-religionists have, in this manner, 


signified their renunciatien and cutting off of all relations 
witb the perverts from their faith. The Oriental shoe 
being usually a soft slipper, is not thrown as a missile, 
or weapon, for the purpose of causing bodily pain... 
This explains the throwing of the slipper after the bride 
as she leaves her father’s house. It is saying to her ina 
playful way: ‘ Be off with you. We renounce you, and 
will have nothing more to do with you.’” Mr. Lansing 
explains in the same way the taking of the shoe from 
the foot in the case of the kinsman who renounced his 
claim to the inheritance of Elimelech (Ruth 4: 8), the 
loosing of the shoe being merely a legal formula of 
renunciation, which drew its meaning from popuiar 
lore. The modern Arabs, instead of throwing the shoe, 
sometimes use the expression, “ My shoe at you,” in 
token of contemptuous renunciation. 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1885. 
Kansas, state, at Fort Scott........0..cccsccsssssseserers se. May 12-14 
Colorado, state, at Camon City.......00. ssccesecsereeesereenes SUD 2-4 


Ohio, state, at New Philadel phia..........cse0eeseeeceeeeeeJ UME 204 
New Brunswick, provincial, at Moncton ......... October 20-22 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—Sufficient interest is manifested in Sunday-school 
work in Clay County, Nebraska, to make it possible to 
hold a county Sunday-school convention there twice a 
year. The first decade of organized Sunday-school work 
in the county closed with an enthusiastic convention in 
November, at which some of the questions proposed pro- 
voked so much interesting discussion that other themes 
noticed upon the programme were crowded out for want 
of time. Considerable attention was given to the condi- 
tion of the local Sunday-school work, and to the cause 
of temperance. Dr. E. P. Casel, of Edgar, is the asso- 
ciation’s president. 

—Good work for the Sunday-school cause in Illinois 
is being accomplished by Mr. W. B. Jacobs, Statistical 
Secretary of the State Sunday-school Association, and 
Professor E. O. Excell of Chicago, whom the Associa- 
tion employs to assist in extending its work, and espe- 
cially to direct the singing at Sunday-school gatherings. 
These gentlemen have recently conducted Sunday-school 
conferences at Jacksonville and at Alton, large numbers 
attending the meetings at both places. Among the 





many themes touched upon, more or less fully, consid- 
erable attention was paid to the superintendents’ work, 
a special meeting of the Superintendents’ Social Union 
being held at Jacksonville, while Mr. Randolph of St. 
Louis discussed before the Alton audience the question 
of what constitute the requisite qualifications for a Sun- 
day-school superintendent. Mr. Jacobs conducted a 
normal class and a question-box, and was assisted by 
well-known Sunday-schoo! workers from the vicinity. 

—It would be well if every county Sunday-school 
organization felt as much interest in knowing how it 
stands numerically and financially as is shown by the 
Essex County (N. J.) Sunday-school Association, whose 
published report includes the name of every school, and 
of each school’s superintendent, and of the pastor of the 
church with which each schoo] is connected, together 
with the number of officers and teachers and of scholars, 
the average attendance, and the proportion in the dif- 
ferent departments of every school. When it is known 
that there are one hundred and sixty schools in the 
county, and that they are all tabulated with the same 
thoroughness, it is readily seen that the Sunday-school 
workers of Essex County are not afraid to work that they 
may make known what is being done within their bor- 
ders. The average Sunday-school attendance within the 
county aggregates nearly twenty-five thousand, and the 
county’s contribution for the prosecution of state and 
county Sunday-school work amounted to nearly four 
hundred dollars. 


—Wise words concerning the Sunday-school teacher's 
need of careful preparation were spoken by Professor 
Gregory, a Bible-class teacher of the Calvary Baptist 
Church of Washington, D. C., at a recent monthly meet- 
ing of the Sunday-school Union of that citv. He would 
be very sorry, he said, to seem to underestimate or depre- 
ciate the devotion of the men and women who give up 
their Sunday afternoons to the difficult work of Sunday- 
school instruction; at the same time, he was inclined to 
urge upon those who do consent to engage in this work 
a more thorough understanding of the methods and 
means of the best teaching. Each teacher should adopt 
a general outline system to be used in the teaching of 
all lessons, and then he should carefully adapt it in 
advance to the teaching of each individual lesson. More 
of the trained skill of the secular schools should, if pos- 
sible, be introduced into the Sunday-schools. As mat- 
ters now stand, it is to be feared that a large number of 
those engaged in Sunday-school teaching would be 
unable to hold a teacher’s position in a day-school for 
even a week, But the strength of nineteenth century 
Christianity must be built on a complete acquaintance 
with God’s Word; and such an acquaintance is in large 
degree dependent upon a high standard of class-teach- 
ing, a8 well as upon the teacher’s Christian earnestness. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—Three state Sunday-school associations and one pro- 
vincial Sunday-school association have fixed upon the 
place and time of their conventions for the present year, 
as announced in the Convention Calendar. Other states 
will be added to the list as soon as particulars as to 
the place and time of meeting of their conventions are 
received. 


—Few states have progressed more rapidly in Sunday- 
school work than Georgia, during the time since the 
task of securing district Sunday-school organization 
within that state has been undertaken. The third annual 
convention of the First Sunday-school District Associa- 
tion does not meet for several months yet, but its ofticers 
are already out with a circular directing attention to 
what the convention proposes to accomplish, and calling 
for general co-operation on the part of those to whom 
the circular is addressed. Blanks are also being dis- 
tributed among the schools, with a view to obtaining 
complete statistical reports as early as possible. The 
circular embodies a hint that would be useful in any 
state, when it urges the maintenance of neighborhood 
Sunday-school gatherings which shall be addressed by 
practical, and not merely theoretical, Sunday-school 
workers; and especially when it recommends that at 
such gatherings but few resolutions shall be passed, and 
those such as relate only to work. Mr. E. J. Benton, 
of Waresboro, is president of this Association. The 
approaching convention will be held some time during 
next April, but the exact date and place of meeting have 
not yet been fixed upon. 


SUNDAY -SCHOOLS. 
—There is a hint for those who conduct mission Sun* 
day-schools in a custom of the managers of the Bethany 
Chapel, in Brooklyn, who keep the memorial Sunday- 
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school library connected with the mission 
open every Monday evening, and who at 
that time receive deposits for the Children’s 
Saving Fund, which is really a savings- 
bank in miniature for the benefit of the 
scholars of the school. 


—From under a cotton-tree on the bank 
of Medicine River, which he had forded 
nine times in the day in his visits to 
families, a missionary of the American 
Sunday-school Union in Kansas writes as | 
follows of his persistent efforts to gather 
a Sunday-schoo]: “ Cattle-men held sway 
here until last spring, and broke up the 
last religious service by ejecting the 
preacher. But I anticipate no trouble in 
organizing a Sunday-school. Last week 
T passed through a county where I plan- 
ted schools last spring, and the secretary 
of one of them said, ‘Our school has done 
more good here than all the preachers, 
though, when it was formed, we appre- 
hended a quarrel.’”’ 


—Reports from Bethany Chapel, the 
large mission station of the First Reformed 
Church on the Heights in Brooklyn, show 
an advance in nearly every department 
of the mission’s work. Not only has the 
attendance on the Sunday-school been 
large and constant, but it has been accom- 
panied by thorough work in all the grades, 
as is evidenced by the written examina- 
tions, held quarterly upon a week-day 
evening, and passed by most of the scholars 
without an error. It requires some 
twenty-seven hundred dollars to support 
the mission’s various departments—preach- 
ing, Sunday-school and prayer-meeting 
services—and most of the money is con- 
tributed by members of the church with 
which the mission is connected. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 52,500 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
#2 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. 








Quantity and Quality. In the Diamond 
Dyes more coloring is given than in any 
known dyes, and they give faster and more 
brilliant colors. 10c. at all druggists. Wells, 
Richardson & Co., Burlington, Vt. Sample 
card, 32 colors, and book of directions for 2c. 
stamp. 





Pearline. With this article, it is claimed, 
the family washing can be done with ease, 
with economy and despatch, and as it is thor- 
oughly disinfectant, it will be seen that when- 
ever used the result is pure and healthful. 
As there are imitations of this in the market, 
be sure and get the genuine, manufactured 
only by James Pyle, New York. 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate a good thing. 
Dr. Adam Miller, Chicago, Ill., says: “TI have 
recommended Horsford’s Acid Phosphate to 
my patients, and have received very favorable 
reports, Itis one of the very few really valu- 
able preparations now offered to the afflicted. 
In a practice of thirty-five years I have found 

a few good things, and this is one of them.” 








IMMEDIATE PROFICIENCY. 


WORMAN’S NATURAL METHOD 


WITH THE LANGUAGES, 
As taught in the Chautauqua Summer School. 
GERMAN, FRENCH, SPANISH. 
Pupils learn to read and speak from the very first 





lesson. Those who wish to study with the author can 
have exercises corrected and difficulties explained by 
Dr. J. H. Worman, Vanderbilt University. One 
year’s study sufficient for entire practical mastery of 
each language. 

wiper GERMAN BOSE: | pos Each, 


FIRST FRENCH BOO paid, 
FinS? SPeuisil Boone sore 


A. S. BARNES & CO., Publishers, 
: 111 and 113 William Street, New York. 


THEOLOGICAL ROOK STORE 


H, B. GARN 710 Arch Street, 
Form’ly Smith, English,& Co. PHILADELPHIA. 
aa SEND FOR CATALOGUE. 


Guaday-gchool ‘Library Books. Send to D. R. 





PLANS FOR 1885. 





It is intended that every subscriber to The Sunday School Times shall really be the gainer 


by taking the paper. 
helpful matter. 


To that end, no effort is spared to bring into its columns the most 
While no announcement made at the beginning of a year can well be more 


than a partial one, the subscribers have a right to know something as to what may be 
expected. The outlook as here presented will, it is believed, be a gratifying one to those 
who are to have a share in the good things secured. 


The Critical Notes will be furnished, week by week, during the year, for the Old Testa- 
ment Lessons, by PROFESSOR WILLIAM HENRY GREEN, of Princeton, Chairman of the Old 
Testament Company of American Revisers; and for the New Testament Lessons, by EX- 
PRESIDENT THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, of Yale College, Chairman of the New Testament 


Company of American Revisers. 


On each Lesson practical papers will be given by distinguished writers. The REV. DR. 
JOHN A. BROADUS, of Louisville, President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
will prepare such notes for the first quarter of the year; the REV. DR. DANIEL CURRY, of 
New York, Editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review, for the second quarter ; the REV. DR. 
WILLIAM M. TAYLOR, of the Broadway Tabernacle Congregational Church, New York, for 
the third quarter; and the REV. DR. CHARLES S. ROBINSON, of the Memorial Presbyte- 
rian Church, New York, for the fourth quarter. 


The lesson pages will also contain their usual variety of helpful matter, including the 
popular “ Dlustrative Applications,” by DR. TRUMBULL ; “ Teaching Hints,” by REV. A. F. 
SCHAUFFLER; “Hints for the Primary Teacher,” by FAITH LATIMER; “Question Hints,” 
by MISS ANNA T. PEARCE; “ Oriental Lesson-Lights,” “ Blackboard Hints,” etc. 

In addition to the regular lesson matter of the paper, it has been the custom of The Sun- 
day School Times to give to its readers each year a series of side-light lesson articles. The 
writers of these articles are selected with reference to their special fitness to treat the subjects 
assigned them. Many distinguished scholars, upon both sides of the ocean, some of whose 
names rarely appear as contributors to either foreign or American periodicals, are to give the 
readers of The Sunday School Times the benefit of their skill and learning. 


The following articles, for the first six months of 1885, have already been secured, and 
farther announcements will be made at a later day. 


FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS: 


By PROFESSOR ADOLF HARNACK, of Giessen, 
Germany :—Early Christianity in Asia Minor. 

By PROFESSOR A. H. SAYCE, of Queen’s College, 
Oxford, England :—The Troas of Paul. 

By the REV. DR. HUGH MACMILLAN, of Greenock, 
Scotland :—Christian Growth. 

By the REV. NEWMAN HALL, of London :—Paul in 
Jerusalem. 

By the REV. DR. M. D. KALOPATHAKES, of Greece: 
—Traces of Early Christianity in Cyprus 

By BISHOP A, W. THOROLD, of Rochester, Eng- 
land :—The Mind which was in Christ Jesus. 

By BISHOP H. COTTERILL, of Edinburgh, Scot- 
land :—Christ’s Wider Work for the World, 

By BISHOP W. P. WALSH, of Ossory, Ireland :— 
The Bible in Christian Lands. 

By DR. EDMUND de PRESSENSE, of Paris:—The 
Priesthood of Christ. 

By PRESIDENT JAMES McCOSH, Princeton Col- 
lege:—Paul in His Intellectual Characteristics. 

By the REV. DR. GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, of 
Philadelphia :—Woman’s Placein the Early Church. 

By the REV. DR. A. 3. GORDON, of Boston :— 
“Mnason of Cyprus.” 

By BISHOP JOHN F. HURST, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church:—The Imperial Power and the 
Early Church, 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. FISHER, of Yale Col- 
lege:—Paul's Sacrifice in the Temple 





By PROFESSOR MILTON S. TERRY, of Garrett Bib- 
lical Institute :—The Sanhedrin and its Parties. 

By PROFESSOR W. C. MOREY, of Rochester Theo- 
logical Seminary :—A Roman Provincial Trial. 

By the REV. DR. LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON, of 
Philadelphia:—The story of Felix and Drusilla. 

By BISHOP H. W. WARREN, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church :—“ Righteousness, Temperance, 
and Judgment to Come.” 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. SCHODDE, of Capitol 
University :— Righteousness under the Old Cove- 
nant. 

By PRESIDENT ALVAH HOVEY, of Newton Theo- 
logical Seminary :—The Jewish Colony at Rome. 

By PROFESSOR JAMES STRONG, of Drew Theo- 
logical Seminary :—Paul at Rome. 


By the REV. DR. J. M. BUCKLEY, editor of The 
Christian Advocate :—Paul in Dialectics. 


By PRESIDENT E. G. ROBINSON, of Brown Uni- 
versity :—The Principle of Christian Obedience. 

By PRESIDENT THOMAS CHASE. of Haverford 
College :—The Bounds of Christian Content. 

By PROFESSOR FRANCIS L. PATTON, of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary :—The Excellence of the 
Christian Dispensation. 


By PROFESSOR S. T. LOWRIE, of New Jersey :— 
Who Wrote Hebrews? 

By PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, of Andover 
Theological Seminary :—Constancy in Prayer. 





For terms of subscription, see column headed “ Publisher’s Department.” 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





An Entirely New Map 


Of the Entire 


Travels of St. Paul. 


By Prof. H. S. Osborn, LL.D. 


Ready Jan. 16. Prepared from new materials, in- 
cluding some from Prof. Osborn’s surveys in the 
Mediterranean, and those of the French, Russian, and 
English, and correcting various errors, including 
Smith and Grove’s and others. With all recent dis- 


coveries, ruins, population, etc.,and colored lines of 


the various apostles. Full particulars on addressing 
UNIVERSITY PUBLISHING CO., 
OXFORD, OHLO. 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
18 THE 
CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE For 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERLODICALS, 
and all Sunday-schoo! Supplies. 


a@ Specimens of papers and catalogues sent free on 
application. 


122 Chestnut Street, wun. 
0 Bible House. New York. 


WORKS eet REV. DR. ARNOT. 


Mr. Arnot was a safe interpreter.— The S. S. Times. 


The Ancher of the Soul, $1.50 
Laws from Heaven tor Life on Earth, 1.75 
The Parables of our Lord - 1.75 
The Lesser Parables ofour Lerd - 1.75 











Albany, N. Y., for catalogue. 


T. NELSON & SONS, 42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 





EVERYBODY'S PAPER. 


An illustrated gospel paper, established 
fifteen years ago, by D. L. Moody, and used in 
thousands of homes and Sunday-schools in 
the United States with great acceptance. 
Sample copy free. Address 


D. R. NIVER, 


ALBANY, WN. Y. 


HE Lutheran Church Embraces ONE- 

HALF PROTESTANT CHRISTENDOM. 
Numerically THE FOURTH IN THE U. 8S. 
Fully set forth in 


Stall’s Lutheran Year-Book for 1885. 


194 pages; Life of Luther; full statistics; maps; 
illustrations ; names and post-office addresses 
pe allthe ($708) Lutheran minister sinthe U. 8S. 
and Canada. Price 25 cents, -paid. 
Sold by all Lutheran Pub. Houses. Order 
through any local book store,or send direct tothe 
editor. Rev. SYLVANUS STALL, Lancaster, Ps. 


~ The Atonement for Sin and Sickness. 
The most comprehensive and helpful book on faith- 
healing published. Send stamp for full circular, with 
contents, to the author, 
Carr. R. KELSO CARTER, _CHESTER, | Pa. 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOIS. New 
CARDS list free. GOODENOUGH & 


WOGLOM, 12 Nassau wwe N.Y. 








UBLIC AT IONS of American Tract Society, a 
Nassau St., New York, and 1512Chestnut St., we 


For the New Year. 


THE CoMMON SENSE HousEHOLD CAL- 
ENDAR FOR 1885, by Marion Harland, 
appeals toevery housekeeper. There have 
been now about 200,000 copies of the 
author’s book on household and culinary 
matters sold, and this calendar contains 
on its daily leaflets information, advice, 
and receipts, as good as any given in her 
“Common Sense in the Household,” which 
has been used in more than 100,000 families. 


“Tt is as useful as it is original.’’—Boston 
Advertiser. ‘‘ Here is richness in a calendar, a 
valaable variety in the right direction.” — Harte 
ford Post. 

The card upon which the Calendar is 
mounted presents a pleasant picture of the 
author in her library. Sent, postpaid, on 
receipt of price, if not to be had from your 





-bookseller. CHARLES SCRIBNER’s Sons, 
New York. 
PRICE, $1.00. 
INVALUABLE 
FOR THE 


Bible Student and the General Reader. 


THE HANDY ATLAS OF THE WORLD. 


Contain 38 bqaatifully colored maps and 
many valuable statisti 
Among the special features ofthe Atlas are: 
& at e map ofthe Bible Lands. 
of Palestine. 








4 ‘a of Egypt and the Soudan (Cush, of the 
Scriptures). 
| A mapof Central Anne showing recently estab- 
| — trading-pes he {atest and most accurate 

of the region Me tlabed.) 

a so,a map of the new Standard Rallway Time of 
the United apes: 6 Lg + gyno map of the United 
States; f representative American 
Cities; way moage Pot Fof all the States J Ld ag TR 
map ri) plorations; and a 
new p showing moat recen 





If you cannot obtain it of your bookseller. send 50 
cts. to the publishers, and receive it, postpaid, by mail. 
Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor, & Co., Publishers, 

763 and 755 Broadway, New York. 





ABBOTT ON “THE ACTS.” 


An Wtustrated Commentary for Christian Workers. 

Svo, cloth. Price, postpaid, $1.75. 

“Tt will — among the best commentaries of the 

day.”— Rev. Wm. M. , D.D. (Cong.) ** For quick 
referenceon pet Re 8 table, for help at family study 
for aid in the Sunday-school lesson, I should commend 
this as the best book I know.”—Rev. C. S. Robinson, 
D.D, (Pres.) “Convenientin form. Com clear, 
and interesting in comment.”’— Bis Pad (Ee jis.). 
“ Students will be wise to emselves of th 
help.”—Bishop Foster (Meth.). ‘“‘I have met with 
not ring ofthe kind which, in my judgment, is so emi- 
nently ada or to aid the earnest Sunday-school 
teacher in his preparation for teaching.”— Rev. R. R. 
Meredith (Cong.). zu of the ablest commentaries 
of the century.”—J. H. Vincent, D.D. (Meth.) ** The 
best commen! eae suggestive 4 inter - 
esting to me.””— . Wayland Hoyt, DD. (Bapt. 
approaches nearest the the “true +, - @ popu com- 
mentary.”— Pres. 4 re iy 

A. 8. BARNES, «> Cc ,Publishers, 

_and icago 


YEAR BOOK OF SERMON 


AND . 


GOLDEN TEXTS FOR (885. 
By J. E. Kittredge, D.D. 


Record of sermon text, lesson text, weekly 
offering, Bible readings, calendar, ete. Ever 
scholar needs it. A choice gift. Beautiful, 
helpful. Price, 15 cents. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, 
116 Nassau St., New York. 


1885. JUST OUT. Price, 50c. 
International S. S. Lesson Daily Calendar. 


Block form, 365 leaves, on a Beautiful Chromo Card. 
Seven different practical thoughts each week. Ask 
bookseller for it, or address 
JAMES ARNOLD, Publisher, Philadelphia. 
~ Associates = oe duties with sacred privileges.”— 
BISHOP 
*Good vptactical expositions of the Scriptures.”— 
Rev. H. 
a ought to contribute not a little to Sonne study 
at home. ’—THE! SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs. 








“A Marvel of Scripture Biography. ry.” 


LIFE AND EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL 


By Conybeare and Howson. 


12mo. Illustrated Edition.................... $1.50 

-“ Popular Edition...................000 1.00 
7 CROWELL & Co., 

13 Astor Place, - - New York. 


ULIAN HAWTHORNES new novel, *Archi- 
bald Malmaison,” in Funk & Wagnalls’ (10 & 12 
Dey St., N. Y.) Standard Library—15 cts.; cloth, 75 cts. 
“Mr. H. basa more powerful magination than any 
contemporary writer of fiction.” LON On Fons 
THE GIFT BOOK OF THE SEASON: Geikie’s 
Hours with the Bible.’ 
JAMES POTT & CO.. Publishers, New Peck. 
a P. DUTTON & co Publishers, se West 
» UM +) 23d St.. New York. 
1UNDAY-SCHOOL SUFELLES of all kinds. 
Send for a Catalogue. PERKINPINE & H 
GINS, 914 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Penn. 


IOGRAPHIC AL MAGAZINE. Baveer. 3 months 
B on trial for 10 cts. L. KLOPSCH & C N.Y. 


END FOR Catalogue of Publications of The Ne 
S tional School of Elocution and Oratory, Philad’a. 


YHE BEST SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 
‘I send for HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.’S 


T. Y. CROWELL & C0., Pisce New ee 








‘Send to H. H. Carter, wholesale stationer, 3 Beacon 





St., Boston, for samples of cards, paper and envelopes, 
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STANDARD RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 





A DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, 


Comprising its Antiquities, Biography, Geography, 
and Natural History, with numerous illustrations engraved | 
expressly for this work. Edited by William Smith, LL.D., 
Classical Examiner of the University of London. The 
publishers have spared no expense nor pains to make the 
mechanical execution and typography of the book equal 
to its rare merit in other respects. It contains over 1,000 
pages and 150 illustrations, all substantially bound in 
black cloth. To make this a popular edition the price has 
been reduced from $5, and is now sent, postpaid, to any 
part of the United States or Canada for $2.25. 


There are three books which ought to be found in every household— 
the Bible, an English Dictionary,anda Bible Dictionary. The necessity 
of the first two is universally admitted; and a momeart’s consideration 
will show the almost equal importance ofthe third. Bible Dictionaries 
of acertain grade of excellence have not been wholly unknown to the | 
Bible readers of our country, though by no means so widely circulated 
as desirable; but it is also true that all such books prepared previously 
to the recent very great advancesin Biblical Science and research are, 
and must be, exceedingiy incomplete. The desire, therefore, for a com- 

rehensive and accurate work of this kind. embodying the results of 

© most recent research and of the ripest Biblical scholarship, has of 
late been deeply felt, and frequently expressed, by the intelligent Bible 
readers of our country, and especially have many pastors and Suuday- 
school teachers urged upon publishers the need of such a work. Such, 
most emphatically, both in compass and merit, is the work whith the 
publishers now offer to the American public in a careful and trust- 
worthy abridgment of Dr. William Smith’s Dictionary of the Antiqul- 
ties, Biography, Geography. and Natural History of the Bible. A book 
universally admittec Ay A those most competent to judge, to be the best of 
ita kind in the English language. Its editor and associate contributors 
cow ave in number) are well known as among the most eminent 

iblical scholars of our time,in both Europe and America, and they 
have performed their work with a thoroughness which leaves little 
room for competition or criticism. 

This Dictionary, prepared under the direction and superintendence of 
Dr. Smith himself, for wide and general use, contains a full and accurate 
account of every place and name mentioned in the Bible which can pos- 





sibly need explanation, of every animal, plant, or mineral alluded to by 
the Sacred Writers, and of every custom and article of use among Jew- 
ish and contemporary nations, to which reference is made in the Bible 
or Apocrypha. The most recent researches of Robinson, Layard, Raw- 
linson, and many other explorersin Bible lands, here render their aid 
in determining questions hitherto unsettled, or in correcting the mis- 
takes of previous investigators. It contains also a sufficiently complete 
histury and analysis of cach of the Books of the Bible, every articlé 
being entirely reliable, and many of them the results of the ripest an 
rarest scholarship, and embodying the substance of whole treatises poe 
their respective subjects. The simple explanations of this work, unlike 
the expositions of a Commentary, admit of no denominational or sec- 
tarian coloring, and it is, therefore, equally valuable to Bible readers of 
every diversity of belief. 





The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. 


Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. From the manuscript 
recently discovered by the Metropolitan Bryennios in the 
Library of the Most Holy Sepulchre in Constantinople. 
Edited and translated, with Introduction and Notes, by 
J. Fitzgerald, M.A. The Greek text and the translation 
printed on opposite pages. In one handsome volume, fine 
cloth, red edges. Price, 25 cents. Sent post-paid on 
receipt of price. 

‘By all odds the most important writing, exterior to the New Testa- 
in possessi f "— The 


ment, now on of the Christian world. 
New York. 


A volume which every earnest reader of the Holy Scriptures will 
rejoice to possess—indispensable to all clergymen and theological stu- 
dents. The handiest edition anywhere published, accurate schol- 


arship, and typographically perfect. 
“ A testimony of the lofty moral earnestness and triumphant faith 


which subdued a reluctant world and laid it prostrate at the foot of the 
cross.” — Bishop Light/oot. 





THE LIFE OF TRUST. 


Being a Narrative of the Lord’s Dealings with George 





MULLER, written by himself. With an introduction by 
Dr. Francis Wayland. A new edition, including his visit 

Price, cloth binding, reduced from $2.00 to 
Postage 10c. extra. 


to America. 
60 cents. 


George Muller is one of the most remarkable men of the century. 
The work which he has accomplished is without its parallel in all past 
history—it certainly is worth the study of all who aspire to a knowledge 
of the world’s forces, and the progress of mankind. Galileo discovered 
that “ the world moves,” and Newton the force that moves the world,— 
Muller has in some sense found anew the very source of that which 
Newton discovered and whose working Galileosaw. His life and work 
are wonderful evidences of the truths that moral force is, after all, the 
greatest, as well as the most mysterious in the universe, and that the 
power of faith is as real, while more potent, than any other in God’s 
creation, This *‘' Life of Trust”’ has thrilled, inspired, and moulded the 
lives of tens of thousands, and long will continue so to do. 





WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN. 


Containing the Pilgrim’s Progress, The Holy War, 
Grace Abounding, The Jerusalem Sinner Saved, The Saint’s 
Privilege, The Water of Life, and the Barren Fig-Tree. 
With a life of Bunyan by Rev. Dr. Cheever, and an Essay 
by James Montgomery. Illustrated with 100 engravings 
on wood, and a steel portrait. Large quarto, Pica type, 
840 pages. Cloth, $1.50. Postage 30c. extra. 


Nearly every household in the Protestant world has, in some form, 





the immortal Pilgrim’s Progress; not one fn a hundred possesses an 
other of Bunyan’s works, though probably any of them would be reck- 
oned without its o—e in Christian literature, were the former not in 


existence. In this form, at a price beyond precedent, it ought t 
way into thousands of homes, " " ; = —— 


——— } 


‘Legends of the Patriarchs and Prophets, 


- me «Sa 

Life and Epistles of St. Paul. By Conybeare and 
Howson. Large 12mo, bourgeois type, 764 pages. Cloth, 
70 cents. Postage 12c. extra. 

Few volumes of Religious Literature have ever proved more popular. 


It has sold in this country by the hundred thousand at the price of $3.00 


and upwards. This edition is unabridged, b 301 ge type 
always satisfactory to buyers. em 


THE SCRIPTURES TRUE. 


Historical Evidences of the Truth of the Qcriptures, 
with special reference to the doubts and discoveries of 
modern times, By George Rawlinson, author of “Seven 
Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World,” ete. 
New edition, with the notes translated by A. N. Arnold. 


Price reduced from $1.75 to50 cents. Postage 10c. extra. 

“ We remember the intense interest with which we read these lectures 
at the beginning of our ministerial course. he historical principles 
which Rawlinson lays down and applies, and the wealth of facts which 
he subsidizes, remain in support of the divine word aguinst current 
assailants. We are, therefore, glad to see this new edition of the lec- 
tures.” — Presbyterian Journal, Philadelphia, Pa. 

“ A book of great value, and especially adapted to meet the objections 
ofskeptics at the present day. r. Rawlinson, from his accurate know!l- 

ge of the literary monuments of antiquity, as well as the remarkable 
discoveries which have recently been made in the valleys of the 
Euphrates and the Nile, was peculiarly qualified for his work, and he 
has brought his vast stores of knowledge to confirm the historical accu- 
racy of the on ag Ny in a most convincing manner.”- 
corder, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Geikie’s Life and Words of Christ. 


Life and Words of Christ. By Cunningham Geikie, 
D.D. New and cheaper edition, the handsomest yet issued 
at a low price. One volume, 16mo, 838 pages, Brevier 
type. Cloth, 50 cents. Sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt 
of 60 cents. 


“ A great and noble work, rich in information, eloquent and scholarly 
in style, earnestly devout in feeling.”— Literary World. 

“ A work of gigantic industry, and, what is the chief point, it breathes 
the spirit of true faith in Christ. I rejoice at such a magnificent creation, 
and wonder at the extent of reading it shows.” —Dr. DELITZSCH. 

“ Asa picture of the civilization of Christ's time and country, Dr. Geikie’s 
book is admirable. His archaic knowledge is not the product of aspecial 
cramming for this book. It is digested knowledge; it appears less in 
learned foot-notes than in the coloring of the entire narrative. What 
Conybeare and Howson have done for the life of St. Paul, Dr. Geikie has 


Methodist Re- | 


done for the life of St. Paul's Lord. The learning is not less full nor less | 


luminous; while in some respects it is more thoroughly harmonized 
with and incorporated into the life itself.”— Harper’s Magazine. 





SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY. 


New Acme Edition, 470 double-column pages, Agate 
type. Cloth, price 50 cents. Postage 6c. extra. 


This ts an unabridged reprintof the edition formerly sold at $3.00. The 
type is clear and beautiful, and for daily use itis believed to be the best 
edition published. Dr. Smith isso well known as peerless in this special 
field—the datest and highest known authority, that any special words 
descriptive of the work are unnecessary. 





EARLY DAYS OF CHRISTIANITY. 


By Canon F. W. Farrar. Large 12mo, large type, the 
best edition published, containing the author’s notes, and 
index complete. Cloth, 65 cents. Sent by mail, post- 
paid, on receipt of 80 cents. 


“Tt is bard to imagine what more the advocates of the popularization 
of standard literature can desire than Canon Farrar’s book in so portable 
a form and at so cheap a price.” —The World, New York. 


“ A work of such admirable spirit and scholarship as to need no com- 
mendation.”— The Times, Philadelphia, Pa. 


SEEKERS AFTER GOD. 


By Canon F. W. Farrar, author of “The Early Days 
of Christianity,” etc. Large 12mo, Long Primer type, 
leaded, 306 pages. Cloth, 35 cents. Sent, post-paid, on 
receipt of 40 cents. 


This work is one of the most interesting to be found in religious litera- 
ture, by an author of the foremost rank, in accuracy and profundity of 
scholarship, and grace and eloquence of language. The following are 
selections from its table of contents: 


Family of Seneca. 
Education of Seneca. 
Roman Society. 

Rome under Tiberius. 
Reign of Caius. 

Reign of Claudius. 
Banishment of Seneca. 
Seneca in Exile. 

Seneca’s Philosophy Gives Way. 
Seneca’s Recall from Exile. 
Agrippina, Mother of Nero. 
Nero and his Tutor 


Beginning of the End. 

Death of Seneca. 

Seneca and St. Paul. 
Resemblaices to Scripture. 
Life of Epictetus. 

Views of Epictetus. 

* Manual” and “ Fragments.” 
Discourses of Epictetus. 
Education of Marcus Aurelius. 
Life and Thoughts, 

“ Meditations.’ 





HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION, 
ILLUSTRATED EDITION. 


By D’Aubigne. In one large quarto volume, Long 
Primer type, 751 pages, illustrated with about 200 engravings 
on wood. Cloth, $1.50. Postage, 30c. extra. 

Chambers’ Cyelopesdia says: “Itis written withthe utmost vivacity, 
and is sometimes eloguent. Its popularity has been immense.” 


Probably no other modern religious historical work ever attained 
equal celebrity, or is more deservedly dear to the Protestant world. It 
fairly demands a place in every Christian home, and is now, in this 
excellent and attractive form, with profuse illustrations, easily within 


| the reach of every home. 


By S. Baring-Gould. Large 12mo, 380 pages, Long 
Primer type. Cloth, 40 cents. Sent post-paid on receipt 


of 50 cents. 





An incredible number of legends exist connected with the personages | 


whose history is givenin the Old Testament. This handsome volume 
is a collection of those most interesting and important, gleaned from 
Musselmen and Jewish sources. It is a work of most unique literary 
interest. 


HISTORY OF ALL RELIGIONS. 


Containing a Statement of the Origin, Development 
Doctrines,'form of worship, and government of all the 
Religious denominations of the world. By Samuel 
Schmucker, LL.D. Large 12mo, 350 pages, Small Pica 
type, with many illustrations. Extracloth. Price reduced 
from $2.00 to 50 cents. Postage 8c. extra. 

This embraces a concise, clear, and entertaining sketch of nearly one 
hundred and fifty of the principal religious denominations of the world, 
and gives the general reader all the information he is likely to seek con- 


cerning them. Such a work is highly important toall who would be 
well informed in what is most vital to the interests or humanity. 





THE HERMITS. 


By the Rev. Charles Kingsley, author of “ Hypatia,” 
“Westward, Ho,” etc. Large 12mo, Small Pica type, 
leaded, 340 pages. Cloth, 35 cents. Sent postpaid on 
receipt of 50 cents. 

Charles Kingsley is so well known asa writer, interesting, conscien- 
tious, and scholarly, that it is unnecessary to more than indicate the 


general character of this work, a mixture of biography, history, myth, 
and eloquent Christian discourse. The following are principal subjects 


of the various chapters: 
Introduction. St. A ny. 
St. Paul, the First Hermit, yy be = of Antony. 
Hilarion. rsenius. 
The Hermits of Asia, Basil 


Simeon Sty lites. 


The Hermits of Europe. 
St. Severiuus, 


The Celtic Hermits. 


St. Malo. St. Columba. 
St. Guthiac, St. Godric of Finchale, 
Anchorites, 





WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, 


Comprising the Antiquities of the Jews, a History of 
the Jewish wars, and a life of Josephus, written by him- 
self; also dissertations concerning Jesus Christ, John the 
Baptist, James the Just, God’s Command to Abraham, etc. 
Translated by William Whiston, together with numerous 
explanatory notes, a complete index, etc. In one large 
octavo volume, 880 double-column pages. Price, in cloth, 
$1.40. Postage 25c. extra. 


The Works of Flavius Josephus, translated by Whiston, Is a title 
familiar to every one. Asa book of highest historical value, of surpass- 
ing interest, a companion and interpreter of the books of the Bible, it 
holds a place in literature such as no work of modern origin can assume 
toreach. This is much the best edition in the market, and cheaper than 
the very cheapest. 


“The books came safely, and [ am not only surprised, but also 
delighted with them. If you had not explained how it was you could 
issue them so pyre and still make a profit, | should think you bad 
started out as a benefactor to mankind, and were almost giving them 
away, and losing money all the time.”—Maras, G. H. AlxEen, Jackson- 
ville, Oregon. 





Young’s Analytical Bible Concordance. 


THE BEST. 


Designed for the use of Sunday-school Teachers and Bible Readers. 


“Young’s Analytical Concordance is worthy of the lifetime of labor 
spent upon it.”—John Hall. 


“Itis by far the most complete concordance in the English or any 
other language.” — Philip Schaf. 


*Cruden’s Concordance is child’s play compared with this gigantic 
production.”—Spurgeon. : 


POINTS OF SUPERIOBITY IN YOUNG'S OVER CRUDEN’S, 


lL. Young’s exceeds Cruden’s unabridged by over 118,000 references. 

2 Young’s contains over 70,000 Greek and Hebrew original words, 
written in both the original and in KEnglis!:—all analytically arranged 
under their English title. Cruden’s has nol one—a lack greatly lessening 
its usefulness to the critical scholar. 

3. Young’s is analytical in character, giving the various shades of 
meaning of several related words which in English are represented by 
one word. Cruden’s is synthetical, and makes, as the basis of its paraliel 
references, the English word only. 

4. “Cruden omits many of the minuter words from his columns, and, 
not unfrequently, words of considerable consequence to the es 
which contain them. .. . No doubt such ges may be found without 
difficulty (?) by means of some other term embodied in them or in their 
immediate context. Cruden proceeds on the principle of Aarmonious 
abbreviation.”’— Rev. David King, LL. D., in his introduction to Cruden’s 
Concordance. Such omissions are not found in Young's; every word is 
arranged alphabetically, leaving no chance as to which word will be the 
key to a desired passage. 





SCHOLAR’S EDITION, half Russia, red edges, by express, $3.00 
(the receiver to pay expressage). To very distant points it will be sent 
by mail, upon receipt of 80 cents extra. Also, half Turkey morocco, 
marbled edges, $3.75. 


CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 


To the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, 
or a Dictionary and Alphabetical index to the Bible, by 
which any verse in the Bible may be readily found by 
looking for amy material word in the verse. A new edi- 
tion, thoroughly revised, nearly 900 pages, printed on fine 
paper and substantially bound. Royal 8vo,cloth. Sent to 
any part of the United States, postpaid, on receipt of $1.75. 


This is the genuine and entire edition of Cruden’s great work. Next 
to Dr. Young’s more recent work, mentioned above, Cruden’s is the 
best. One of these should be possessed by every English-speaking 
Protestant family in the worid. 





THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


The King James Versiun of A. D. 1611, and The 
Revised Version of A. D. 1881. Arranged on opposite 
pages. Cloth, 25 cents; cloth, red edges, 35 cents. 
Postage 12c. extra. 


The type is clear and good. Noone need be without a Revised Testa- 
ment when prices are brought so low. 


THE PENN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 802 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. | 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 
at the following rates, which include damnit > 
From | W4 copies, one yes ar,. . 

6 to 9 copies..... . 
0 to 19 copies......... 
20 copies or over saad vickinilae 

Three or six months at the same proportionate rate, 
To the person forming a club of either grade, at these 
regular rates, one additional copy free. 

The papers for a club wil) be sent either to the Indl- 
vidual dresses of the members, or in a package to 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
ers. The papers for a club should all go to one post- 
office, although in cases where a portion of the 
teachers of a school get their mail matter from one 
——, and others in the same school get theirs 

om another, the papers will be sent accordingl 
Different schools are not to unite in the forming o 2 
club, but each school should have its own club 
whatever price the number of copies taken e nuitles fe 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
paper. 





“ 





The papers for a club, whether going In a package to 
one address, or sent separately to the menibers of the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub 
scription. 

The yellow label on each paper sent to single (not club) 
subscribers shows “p to what date the pare has been 
paidfor. If the publisher does not by that dute receive 
a request from the subscriber that Ue paper be discon 
tinued, he will continue to send it. he paper will, 
however, be stopped at any time thereafter, the sub- 
scriber an desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it. The papers for aclubd wit 
be stopped at once on the expiration of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal for the same ts received, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name pot only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should Include 
both county and state. 


Ifaciub subscription is renewed nf some other = - 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating thet 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
formed last year by ........ 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS. By a new plan, 
the smailer schools, which, on account of having but 
few teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the bene- 
fit of the very lowest rate. It prov ‘ides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any school is leas than 
twenty, the club rate to such sc hool shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on condition that the order for the papers be 
accompanied by «a statement that the number of coples 
ordered in the club is not less than the full number of 
teachers in the school, This does not mean that every 
teacher must actually be a subscriber, but that the 
number of copies ordered must not be less than the 
fullnumber of teachers. Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number. Any number of copies in excess 
of the required number, may be subscribed for at the 
same rate. Trachers belonging to the same household 
may be counted as ONK in making such a@ statement of 
the number of teachers in aschool. For example: If 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club subscription need not be for more than four 
copies, in order to secure the low rate, 

An extracopy cannot be given to one who forms a 
club on this plan “ for the smaller schools,” 
Enough copies of any one issue of the pa 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, 

free upon application 
Ifa more thorough examination of the paper is de- 
sired than can be had through receiving specimen 
copies of asingle issue, the publisher will send (in a 
package to one address) any number of copies each 
bat ay for four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents 
copy. Ten copies, for ‘instance, would thus cost 
vighty cents for four weeks. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs, Hodder and Stoughton,27 Paternoster Row 
London, EF. C., will send The American Sunda: School 
Times, post free, for a year, to any address in Great 
Britain, for ten shillings prepaid. The paper will be 
sold by all the principal newsdealers, price twopence, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., P hiladelphia. 
P. O. Box at 550. 


r,to enable 
will be sent 


BOOKS — ON ART EMBROIDERY: 


Colors of Flowers. Describes 70 flowers, how to 

work, colors to be used, &c., &c. By mail, 

2. 185 New tches fort Orazy Patchwork, with rull 
instructions. By mail, 25c. 

3. Cross-stlich Patterns. 100 choice new designs, 
alphabets, tlowers, figures, &c. By mail, 25c. 

4. ow to Crechet. Teaches all the stitches. 150. 

6. Twine Crochet. Directions forlambriquins, &c. 5c. 


6. Fine Thread Croehet. E:iging, insertion, &c., l5c. | 


7. Mair Pin Crechet. How todolt, designs. &c., l5e. 
tray Work. Complete instructions & illus.. 25c. 
dy Patterns, for Java & Honey Comb Canvas, 25e. 
Stamping Outht, best yet out.” Complete, $1.00. 
3 end stamp for circular with full descriptions. 
books and outfit complete, $2.50, post maid. 
W. P. PRAY, Box 


The nine 
» New York, 


TO EMBROIDER CRAZY QUILTS 


get Brainerd and Armstrong’s factory ends called 

aste’’ Kmbroidery—sold at less than half price. 
4# cents will buy what would cost One Dollar in 
skeins, all good silk and beautiful colors, in pieces 
from one to three yards long. Send #® cents in 
stamps or postal note to 

The BRAINERD & ARMSTRONG CO. 
621 Market St.. Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also, 469 Broapway., Nrw YORK. 


SILKS Fo" Wane 


Bi uy hy and My pack Handsomest assortment ev 
kage et beak Embroidery Silk, qusertan ebere, Gnd 

sotalague of fancy stitches for crazy work, free whh 

YALE SILK WORKS, New Haven Cons. 


STAMPING ' Send usa stamp and we will send 
you instruetions for stamping on 
gy | Velvet, Felt, ete., so it will not rub off. Send 
us 15 cts., and we will send also BIG BOOK of 
4328 Dealgne for Stamping and Fancy Work 

. KE. PARKER, Lynn, Mass. Mention this paper. 


PIECES FOR PATCHWORK. 75 
pieces, nearly all different, ofelegant Silks 
and Velvets makesa full yard sent post 


paid, ws 1.00. ‘The bést one dollar p: nee k- 
age putup. J. L. TT EN, 38 W. 14th St., N. 


LADIES’ BOOK OF FANCY WORK, lic, Cireu- 
lars free. J. F. IN@ALLs, Lynn, Mass. 
SK for Burt's Shoes. They fit porgeeuy, 2 Manu- 
factured by Edwin ©. Burt & Co New or 


ET’S SHO 
‘SOLAR 1d e00: 


r]the* Automatic” Sewing Machine. Best in the world. 
Willcox & Gibbs 5S. M. Co., 6538 Broadw ay, New Y ork. 


RIDGWAY REFRIGERATOR, | = 


1518 Chestnat Street Philadelphia, 


OR BEST ROOFING IN THE WORLD, address 
PENN ROOFING Co., 2 So, Second St, Phila, Pa, 





} dhs 
1,00 ord: 





E our children with the best, The 
IP, and insure comfort and economy. 
















A “Jewel” of a knife. Price, $2. 
Cut gives exact size of all its parts. 
Pearl handle, silver finism 48-page 


list sent free. All goods warranted. 


MAHER & GROSH, 28th Street, Toledo, Ohio. 


This knife is as good as it is pretty! 


Blades are equal to $2 razor, and made 
“on honor.” Ivory handle, 50 cts. ; 
Pear! handle, 65 cts., by mail, postpaid. 





FINE FURNITURE BEDDING 


actory: 912 & 914 Race & 


STORES: 21:2275,62-79"" AMOS HILLBORN & CO, 





Mes o 


Price List 


Men’s and Boys’ Clothing | 





and Furnishing Goods 





is now ready, and will be mailed 
to any address, upon request. 
Wanamaker & Brown, 
OAK HALL, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 














The — py monary A ae bea can be returned 
its push aser after xs ks Fac ay not found 
PER FECT! Ly’ BA RY 
in every respect, and its pric 1. ad AP % 
Made in a variety of saytae and prices, Sold 



















seller. 
»y first- 
class dealers everywhere. Beware of worthless imi- 
pyre None genuine unless it has Ball’s name on 


“CHICAGO CORSET CO., Chicago, Ill. 


NEWBRANSON 
KNITTER 


Is now known throughout AMERICA 
and EUROPE as the Simplest and 


BES KNITTING 


MACHINE 
EVER MADE, Maxes seam- 

less hose, double heel and toe. 
Runs either by hand or power. 
Capacity, from 6 to 8 
dozen pairs ef Secks per 
day. A child can use them. 


’ 
¢@” For circulars, address 


JAMES L. BRANSON 
505 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa. 
97 E. Madison St. Chicage 








The Best Kerosene Light. 

No chimney or globe. Nosmoke or odor. 

Non-explosive. Cleanly. Burnsopen 

like gas. Adapted for all places 
Superior for reading and sewing. 
If not found at the stores, we will send 

one, delivered free in U.S.. for 85.50. 

Manvfactured by 
HITCHCOCK LAMP CO., 
(Incorporated 1873.) Watertown, N.Y 
Hon, R. P. FLOWER, Pres't. 

Remember, this is the 


“HITCHCOCK LAMP.” 





UBU iRG CHAIE 


CHAIR, 


UB URI n, , Reclining: 
and CHAN Cha r Combine 
oc Reomp Price, $7 
for € ue, 
om PHILA. A. 





‘LusiRe « Fa ( ob. a3 a5 8 





SLATE MANTELS is: S Ale sPraas 


IMK EN SPR InG. YEHI ICLES are the easiest 
riding and best Card in next issue. 


ASK 


“Jor BURT'S SHOES 


They FIT hey FIT PERFECTLY. 
They are EASY on the FEET. 
They are SUPERIOR ‘IN STYLE. 
Every Pair WARRANTED. 


Paris, 1867. Vienna, 1873. 





THE HITCHCOCK LAMP 


All metal. | 





Philadelphia, 1876. Paris, 1878. 


‘cenuune BURT SHOES 


FOR LADIES, MISSES, AND CHILDREN, 
Have the full name stamped on the sole and lining af 
each Shoe, and are warranted to give satisfaction, 





Lining Stamp. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


EDWIN C. BURT & CO., 


NEW YORK. 

And sold by leading retail shoe dealers in nearly 
every city throughout the United States and Canada. 
ALSO AT 

WILLIAM TARN & CO., Lonnon, ENGLAND. 
CHAS. JENNER & CO., EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
COPELAND & LYE, GL ASGOW, 

JOHN ARNOTT & Co., BELFAST, IRELAND. 
ARNOTT & CO., DuB LIN, 


JOHN PARKER, Jr., & Co., 


20 South Eighth Stree 
__ Special and only Ageuts in Philadelphia. 





“THE OLD CHAMBERS STREET” 


GAN DY 


Manufactory offers special inducements to 


_ Churches, Sunday-schools, Festivals, etc. 


FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 


Our Confectionery guaranteed absolutely pure. 


Address RIDLEY & CO., 


Cor. Hudson and Cc hamber Sts., New ‘York. 


CANDY rok" 2uRb4e%s8R88ts. 


Our large experience in furnishing Sunday-schools 
during the past twenty years, coupled with our exten- 
sive tucilities, enables us to offer tor the Holiday sea- 
son the finest assortment of mixtures for the money 
in the market, and we warrant all strictly pure, Our 
selection of beautiful picture-boxes, 1, 3¢,and 4 pound 
sizes, cannot be equalled. Call and examine, or seud 
for prices and samples. CROFT & ALLEN, 

226 Market St., Philad’a, 


TEA CLUBS 2% 


ge a 46 piece English White China Tea 
Bex: ora Desprated English China Tca Set of 32 pieces 
or a 11 plece English Chamber Totlet Set. With a $12 
order we cive a Maroon, Pink or Blue Band. Gold Mined 
Chamber Toilet Set of LO pteces or an English Decorated 
Tea Set of 44 pieces. We have Hundreds of 
other Premiums. _ Ill'd Catalo co Free. 
Agts. Wanted. GREAT EAST N TEA 
+) 333 & 335 Br’dway, Providence. K.I. 


ATMORE’ S 5 MI NCE ta * 


URKFF’S SALAD DRESSING 
PURE, WHO! ESOME, AND NU TRITIOUS. 











| EF the advertisement of “MRS, POTTS’ COLD 
IO HANDLE SAD IRONS in next lesne, 


: WE F pot one PAPER 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


MME. GUYON’S HYMN IN THE 
BASTILE. 


| Translated from the French by A. F. Judd, in The 
Springfield Republican. } 

Great God! because it pleases thee 

A captive bird am I; 
My sole desire to sing for thee, 

have no wish to fly. 

I love my long captivity, 
Because, O Lord, it pleases thee. 


I sing all day for thy dear sake 
The sweetest songs I know, 
And misery but seems to make 
My love for thee to grow; 
All other thoughts do I forsake, 
And sing all day, for thy dear sake. 


I surely am at liberty 
Although by bars confined, 
Though compasséed in slavery 
Free are my heart and mind ; 
’Tis thy pure love has set me free, 
For liberty is loving thee. 


O Will divine, whom I adore! 
Goodness ineffable ! 

The more my pain is felt, the more 
I seem with thee to dwell. 

O Will divine, I thee adore, 

As up to thee in song I soar! 


Receive, O Father, pityingly, 
The feeble strain I raise ; 
I cannot sing melodiously, 
Yet sing I in thy praise, 
Be thou my strength, my comfort be, 
Till thy nai bird may fly to thee! 


TALES FOR TEACHERS—WITH 
A MORAL. 


(From A Chapter of Blunders, in All the Year Round. } 


The definitions sometimes given by 
children in reply to examination question- 
ing, are, to say the least of it, original. 
Atter a reading of Gray’s “ Elegy” bya 
fourth-standard class, the boys were asked 
what was meant by “ fretted vaults,” and 
one youth replied: “The vaults in which 
those poor people were buried; their 
friends came and fretted over them.” 
Asked what he understood by “ elegy,” 
another boy in the same class answered: 
“Elegy is some poetry wrote out for 
schools to learn, like Gray’s Elegy.” 

A teacher, giving a reading-lesson to 
his class in the presence of an inspector, 
asked the boys what was meant by “con- 
science”’—a word that had occurred in the 
course of the reading. The class having 
been duly crammed for the question, an- 
swered as one boy: “An inward monitor.” 
“But what do you understand by an in- 
ward monitor?” put in the inspector. To 
this further question only one boy an- 
nounced himself ready to respond, and 
his triumphantly given answer was, “A 
hironclad, sir.” 

A school-boy habit of placing upon a 

uestion some Titeral meaning other than 
that intended by the examiner, often leads 
to answers as curious as unexpected. 
Thus an inspector, testing a class upon 
their Nadie me a of the succession of ‘the 
kings of Israel, asked the boy to whose 
turn it had come to be questioned: “And 
who came after Solomon?” To which 
the youngest answered: “The queen of 
Sheba, sir.” Asked what were the chief 
ends of man, another boy replied, “ His 
head and feet;” and a third, questioned 
as to where Jacob was going when he was 
ten years old, replied that he was “ going 
on for eleven.” 

To the type of answers here in view, 
belongs that of the little girl, daughter of 
a watchmaker, who having repeated that 
she “renounced the devil and all his 
works,” and being asked, *‘ What do you 
understand by all his works?” answered : 
“His inside.” Something akin to this 
was an answer given by a boy whose 
father was a strong teetotaler, and upon 
whom it would appear home influence had 
made a stronger impression than school 
lessons. “Do you know the meaning 
of ‘syntax’?” he was asked. “Yes,” he 
answered ; “sin-tax is the dooty upon 
spirits.” 

A prettily humorous examination story 
is that of the little Scotch boy at the 
Presbytery examination. He was asked: 
““Whatis the meaning of ‘regeneration’?” 
“To be born again,” he answered. ‘“ Quite 
right! Would you not like to be born 
again?” He hesitated, but being pressed, 
said that he would not, and being asked 
why not, replied: “ For fear I might be 
born a lassie.” 


“Use Esterbrook’s Stee! Pens. 
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THE SUN DAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











FREE SAMPLE 





Send Your Names 
and Addresses fora 


Rev. J. H. Vincent, 
Rev. D. H. McVicar, 


S.S. 
SUPTS. 
JENDORSED BY 


Saw, Aprum& Co |e 


Manufacturers of 


ULPIT 
SUITS 


27 Sudbury St., 
Sond for Catalogue. BOSTON. 


Rev. W. Randoip, Rev. B. M. Paimer Rev. John Potts, 
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Successor to J. B. WATKINS & CO. 
BEGAN BUSINESS IN 1870. INCORPORATED IN 1882. 


Established 1780. 








Capital, $750,000. 






No.1 Suu 
Terry, $€2 
Plush, 68 











Cataloanes sent, 








And STEREO 


every 





Interest Oo 


tay~ Payments of Interest 
Bonds by half- yearly 


National Bank of Commerce in New York. 


10 Years Business Report. 
The number of mortgages negotiated from May 1874, to May 1884; 8,762, 


Aggregate amount, - - $5,580,350 


2525252525252Ps SPR SASRSR RESET SeSE STE: 










subdjeut QPEIRANE: ‘ekute \ 6 SITIONS, 


A PROFITABLE a oh, FOR A 1 

Lanterns for Home Ammenahent. 136- ange Catalogue Free, | 

McALLI ISTER, Optician, head Nassau St. New York. | 
| 


MENEELY BELL COMPANY. 


The Finest Grade of Church Bells. 









Greatest Experience. Largest oa 
Illustrated Catal led ] [ h it mati > 
oLINael Hi Catalog Bo atid sree Te MPANY, Total amount of interest earned and paid on the day it matured, $1,773,600 
Number of mortgages matured, 2,091, 


Aggregate amount, - « $1,048,500 § 
Total amount of interest and principal paid at maturity, $2,822,100 
Number of Investors in these mortgages 1473; some of them have had 
14 years experience with us; each one can testify that all our representa- 
tions have been fulfilled to the letter. 
You may not see this advertisement again; therefore, cut it out and send now for 
information, forms, and testimonials, and have them when needed. Address, 


J.B. WATKINS L. M. COQO., 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS. 
Or HENRY shanti Led York Manager, 243 Broadway. 


 MENEELY & COMPANY, | 
WEST TROY, WN. Y., BELLS 


For Churches, Schools, etc, ; also Chimes | 
and Peals. For more than half a century | 
noted for superiority over all others. 


| 
Troy N. ¥. | 
| 





Buckeye Bell Foundry. 

Bells of pure Copperand Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc. FULLY 
WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free, 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0. 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 


Manufacture those celebrated Bells 
and Chimes for Churches, Tower | 
Yocks, &c.. &c. Prices and cata 
logues sent free. Address | 
_Hit. _McSHANEK & Co., Baltimore, Ma. 


PECTACLE graphic Outfits Sor AW a: | 


q vera Glasses, Microscopes, Telescopes. ° ° 
Walmsley & Co., successors to R. & J. Beck, 
Philad’a. Illustrated Price List free to any address. 
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==~The Creat Church LIGHT. ail 


FRINK’S Potent. Reflectors give the Moat Powerful, the Sefteat. <= 
' - We 
+ Gj if, ou SSS 









Cheapest and the Best Light known for Churches, Stores, Show Windows, 
Parlors, Banks. Offices, Picture Galleries, Theatres, Depots, etc. New and cle- 
gant designs. Send size of room. ce circular and estimate. A liberal discount 


to churches and the trade. L FRINK, 5651 Pearl Street, N. Y.- 


POETICAL CONCORDANCE. 


A Concise Poetical Concordance to the principal poets of the world, embracing 
titles, first lines, characters, subjects, and quotations. Compiled by Charles A. Durfee, com- 


Barometers, Thermometers, Photo- 












STAINED GLASS SUBSTITUTES 





palpi, and Sunday-school Furniture, Send 
PAINE’s, Boston, for price and photographs. 


Church Furniture } Manufactured by B.C. SWAN, piler of the Index to Harper’s Magazine, 1850 to 1880, and other works. 639 pages, large 
rn 448. Second St., Philadelphia, | 12mo, bourgeois and nonpareil type. Library edition, plain cloth, price $1.00; extra 


Church Lamps. Bend hs Cesnueet, £+ — cloth, gilt edges, ornamented, price $1.25. 

— a IE ~| Ready at last, after enormous labor and great expense! Few volumes published ‘in recent 
ainigemen genset 1 The FF t Washer & Eee. — will give greater delight to a large circle of readers than this. It is an open sesame to the 
rene - | beanty and riches of the poetical literature of the world in a more perfect degree than any other 

OOK Agents Wanted. American Publishing Co., | volume in the language. 
Hartford, Chicago, C incinnati, or St. Louis. : can 
— | publishers will wonder that it was never hit upon before, 


CAT ete: ee ee, oe Soe Whatever knowledge you may seek concerning the literature embodied in the poetical works 


sent free, including Mother, Home, and - ‘ 
Heaven, $2.75. Pleases everybody. 126,000 of the following world-famous authors, here you will find the ready key: 
Edwin Arnold, D. G. Rossetti, 


sold. $150 monthly. E. B. TREAT, Publisher, New York 
For our unparalleled work. pen Smal reyae. > 4 i se 
WANTED harvest. ‘80 orders in 4days;” “60 or- W illiam E. Aytoun, Schille ry 
Mrs. E. B. Browning, Jean Ingelow, William Shakespeare, 


50,000 deve, in 3 days;” “ Never less than 15 a 
—are agents’ reports. Terms free. William Cullen Bryant, Henry W. Longfellow, P. B. Shelley, 
AGENTS 5 JAMES a Ae, See, ee Thomas Campbell, James Russell Lowell, Edmund Spenser, 


GOLDEN RULE ALLIANCE,| {%3"°3,S"" cc ooer opment 


. S. T. Coleridge, Owen Meredith, Alfred Tennyson, 
A Mutual Benefit Association, Limited to Members William Cowper, John Milton, James Thomson, 
of Evangelical Churches. 


George Herbert, 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, 


] 
500 to A ti | George Crabbe, Homer’s Iliad, Virgil, 
Only sixteen assessments in four years. John Dryden, Homer’s Odyssey, ( harles W esley, 
AGENTS WANTED. i iberal | C ommission | J. W. Von Goethe, Ossian, John G. Whittier, 
Send for circulars to C. J. SPEN EY, Secretary | Oliver Goldsmith, Adelaide Procter, N. P. Willis, 


No. 4 Exchange Place, or | P. 0. Box I 1654, Boston, Mass | 


TR A BONANZA for A ‘ACENTS is 
Gestremental). .$84in VALUE for for $2.50in 

he Bi Bargain ever offered. Every oo 

Ses ovat Agents making mone 

ted QUICK. Terms extra libera 

Epbiy to AU BBARD | BROS. , Pub's, 723 Chestnat St. Phila. 


ONE MILLIONS =: 


ew 3 sold | 

NTY | 

ONGRESS—By James G. B nto @ e 

»- a history oft our vernment Rey rot to 1881, 

Hon. John 8, Wise, M. C. from Va., says- | Ag wenhg ood 

tt up, no matter whether he be Mr. Blaine’s friend o 

enemy, will oe t down until he has read the 

whole.” 820 per month to good agents. Apply at 
once, The T2; Bill Pub. © Co., Norv Norwich, cu 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 


Mrs. Hemans, William Wordsworth. 


You need to SEE the volume to appreciate it fully. 


For sale by 
The Penn Publishing Company, | 802 2 Chestnut Sto,” Phita. 


AVE YOUR EYE 


Protect Your Sight 


BY USING ONLY THE BEST 


Spectacles and Eye-Glasses 


Made from the finest quality of pure white Optical 
glass, mounted in handsome, light and durable frames, 
sent by mail, postpaid, and warranted to give satisfac 
tion. Send for Lilustrated Catalogue containing valu- 
able information for the preservation of sight, and 
full instructions for fitting the eyes. Save money by 
purchasing direct from the m anufacturer. 

All goods guaranteed as represented, or 





















Sanative, 
and healing balsams. 
For Rough, Chapped and Oily Skin, 
Pimples, 
all other soaps 


and oe by thousands of housekeepers. Your | money refonded. Address 
Grocer pg to have it on sale. Ask him for it 7 co 
D. S. WILTBERGER, Prop., 233 N. 2d St. Phila,Pa OPTICAL & TONIC EYE-WASH M’F’G CO., | Disfiguring Humors, Troublesome Eruptions, [tch- 
1673 Broadway, New York. ings, Tortures, Pai inf ful Inflammations, Eczemas, and 
1. L. CRAGIN & CO. , BABE Y. ELECTRIC 8% AGENTS WANTED. SEND FOR TERMS. | SY 67) form of Tu ae, Saery Gan Sy Ae 
So. Fourth 188 O air; 
Street, Philade iphin, offer to give subscribers first- Infantile and Birin Humors, Milk Crust, Scailed 
pe en sheet music, plano and vocal, gratis. Write for JOHNSTON’ Ss FLUID BEEF, Head, R tashes, Chafings, and every species of Irrita- 
circular. Mention this paper, Used by the Army and Navy of the ° tion and Inflammation of the Skin ona Scalp. 
EST TRUSS EVER USED, Send for ein ilar Demand at all times the soothing, cleansing, Bey 
- JUST ForHolidays.the largeNo. 1 sian B N. Y. Eiastic Truss Co., 744 Broadway, N. ing and beautifying properties of the CUTICU RA 
Selt-i ie ene t outlit — pare 
PRINTING PRESK 81; 0 “th fe —— —————— a ne Se SOAP, Absolutely pure. An exquisite Toilet, Bath, 
GIANTSiie. EINKER, $ outhit.g1; and Nursery redolent with flower odors 


2; with a script typs 

oO) wees 3 ). Sam nog and cat deanea, 60, 
—- \ EVANS, ie N N.noth St., Philada.. Pa 
& Rcoxomy in the GARDEN. The Rest Seeds, an, 
S$ E E DS Plants,Bulbs and nisitesat Lowest Prices 


Catalogues Free. HENRY § DREFR,714 Chevinnt St. Phils 


Black-heads, 








Sold everywhere. Price, 25 cents. 











Are the Best. Send Send for * 


BURPEE’ S SEED for Lilustrated Cata- 


DURHAM SYSTEM (s (screw 

‘Paro lett at PU LLMAN, =~ : re “ “e 

"am — et free. IU RHA M Mast, Foos, Co., Springfield, O., 

logue, W, ATLEE BURPEE & Co., Philadelphia. ' House DRAINAGE Co., 424 St., New York. ' 


| turers of the Buckeye Force Pumps and Iron Fence. 





R. B. CHAFFI 


te INVESTORS -wa 


OF THE COLORED DESICNS, 


The best Internationa! Lesson lilustra- 


tions Published. 


B. F. Jacobs, E. Payson Porter, Philip Gillett, Rev. J.A.Worden, Rev. H. L. Baugher,| ROV. LITHOCRAPH CO. 
Hon. F. Fairbanks. 


PROVIDENCE, R. I. 






THE UNION TRUST CO., 


Gli and G13 Chestnut Street. 


Only the most desirable loans. Ab- 
solute safety and satisfaction. The 


The J.B. Watkins Land Morigage Co,)) metas sec 





FARMS& MILLS 
For Sale & Exchange. 
FREE Cata 

+» Richmond, 


Teh 

















Should confer with the 


/WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO., 
| Lawrence, Kansas. First Mortgnge Keal Ea- 
| tate Loans Rate in New York. Absolute Satis- 
| faction GUARANTEED, For reliability, consult 
| Third Nat. Bank, N. Y. City, or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, 

Kan. Secarity Large. Lnterest promptly paid. 


Send for pamphlet, with testimonials, sample fornis,ete, 
F, M. Perkins, 
I. T. Warne. V, Pres.) 


8, Pres.\ N.F. Hart, {& H, Perkins, Sec’ y. 
Auditor. . W. Gillett, Treas, 





oO + INVESTORS, 
The apenas will 

oO negotiate Loang for 
bg ey Ay mort- 


gage on first-class Real Estate in Minne. 
apolis or Hennepin Co., Minn., worth three 
times theamountof theloan, and guaranteed 
to net 8 per ct. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
14 years in business in this city.eFirst-class 
references. Send for circular. Mention this paper. 


_ S.-H or Loan Ae’t., Minnen volis, Mina 
















now is the sume. te to peices 
Going rapidly, and pri 
will advance_ soon. 
guides and 
Thtormation, apply. to 
‘HAS. FE. SIMMONS, 
na Comm pment 


nw 
SAC AGO. lilineis: 








Its plan is so unique, and yet so simple, that readers, authors, and | 





|Hook & Hastings, 


ran, Freckles, and Sunburn, it is Cope to 


Potter Drug and Chemical Co., Boston. 


How to Preserve and Reautify the Skin.” 


are the manufac- 


06 INTEREST 


clast MORTCACE 


FARM LOANS! 


es cowmtt th lands 


E ft v ny Ni} 
My VORE TONE A me hie a WAVE ‘Ae 
ee Dothe E, and A NEVER L ‘Ont 
rine pal or interest on any loan 
made ~ 


nearest oo ected and sent to you, fre 

pact 2 hese loane are vary rafe, , aD 
<= nearly ree am known 
Be. as much as =U, S. BONDS. and recome- 
mended by leading business men and clergymen, 


East and Wast—men for whom I have been making 
ARS PAST. 







these investments for NINE Y 
OE EN GES “en 


artford. Conn. 
M. E. GATES, PH.D., LL.D., President Rutgers Col. 
} ew Brunswick, N. J. 
Dr. wa J. MILNE, Prés’t Geneseo Normal School, 


Rrv. WM. L.G 


y A 
Hon. SM. TOPLIFF Manchester, N. H. 
Rev. Foun Ww. Y, Lake Cit inn. 
Seer at eat Moe TEa haat 
popes ers’ and 1 raders! ationa’ ew Yo 
First National Bank, St. Paul, M: 
Congregationalist, “hoston Ne ¥. Observer. 

All are pleased with my investments. Cir. 
cular, with full a references, letter from 
old customers, and a New Map of Dakota, “me 
tree on application. Mention this paper. 


Address 
E. P. GATESsr mntetn ae 


KNABE 


PIANOFORTES. 
Tone, Touch eat a Darability. 


Wikkiam BNABE & CO. 
Nos. 204 and 206 West Baltimore Street, 
Baltimore. No. 112 Fifth Avenue, N. Y 


BARGAINS IN LARGE PIPE ORGANS. 


Geveral sizes for sale—maguificent, perfect and mod- 
ern church organs just built—special reasons for 
selling cheap—apply for descriptions, Also Cabinet 
Pipe Organs (portable)—-something new. Also, large 
Jardine organ now in St. James’ P. E. Church, N. Y. 
City. a. i ROOSEVELT, 

149 West Isth St., N. Y. City. 


OPTICAL AND MUSICAL WONDERS. 


FREE. Harbach Organ Co., Philade Iphia, 
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Church 


Organs, 
Bosten, 


Mass. 


BARNES’ 


Patent Foot and Steam 
Power Machinery. Com- 
Wor outhits for Actual 
, Workshop Business, Lathes 
pfor We dor Metal. Circular 
Saws Scroll Saws, Formers, 
Mortisers, Tenoners, ete, 
et Machines on trial it 
; sir d. Descriptive Cate 
cue and Price 
F & JOHN BARNES 
Bockf 








w. 
348 Buby St. 


Ban 


In ordering goods, or in m tking inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The 


Sunday Sehool Times. 
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PHILADELPHIA, December 29, 1884 

It's over. The year of 
trade is over. The merry 
whirl at Christmas ends the 
long-drawn work and worry 
of tedious ’8 4. 

The year has been pecu- 
liar. There’s instruction to 
be got from its flight. Let’s 
look for it. 

To begin with, there was 
no sign of extraordinary 
depression a year ago; but 
the pace of general trade 
was visibly slow. Anticipat- 
ing some decline in prices 
we sold enormously in Janu- 
ary at whatever things would 
bring, some without profit, 
some at a rate little short of 
the comical. 

Having sold we bought as 
freely, and gained a season. 
We sold what belonged to the 
hurrying winter, and bought 
what belonged to the coming 
spring. The hardness of 
selling made buying easy; 
and again we sold in a way 
to keep trade moving. Sum- 
mer found us with trade en- 
larged though profits di- 
minished. 

Again we had our choice, 
to go on or slacken pace. 
The times were still more 
critical, Merchants were 
failing; goods were falling; 
buyers of all sorts tak- 
ing alarm, economizing, buy- 
ing less, though at advanta- 
geous prices. Again we 
overran Europe. But the 
sword of Damocles_ was 
hanging over us. We 
bought with caution and 
made your money go as far 
as we could. 

Your money we say ad- 
visedly. Your money at 
last has paid the bills. 

We need not go over the 
tale of the last half year. 
In the midst of your Christ- 
mas revel you scarcely care 
to stop to weigh our share in 
bringing about the present 
abundance. But what we 
have done is so apart from 
the usual course of business 
that we are disposed to think 


it over; and, because our 
future ‘rms you about 
as mv Se. ourselves, and 
becaus g@ look to you for 
it, we Ss doing a part of 
our th 2% aloud. 

Th 3 ~ that is past has 
been : ar of hardship in 


gene! ut for us, on the 
whole, ‘a year of. success. 
September was the first 
month in which our sales 
ever fell short of the sales 
of the previous year. Oc- 
tober and November were 
losing months. December 
is evidently going to turn out 
a gain. An 1, so littl@ the 











autumn losses were, the year 
on the whole is a gain. 

Every one of you almost 
says to himself “I have spent 
less money this year; how 
can Wanamaker have pos- 
sibly sold more goods than 
ever before?” The ques- 
tion is worth our answer 
and our answer shall be 
worth your hearing. 

More people have come. 
The fall in goods and the 
fall in buying are more than 
made good by the number 
of buyers. The number of 
buyers, of course, depends 
on what we give fora dollar. 
We have given more than 
ever; and so more buyers 
have come. Besides, the 
natural result of our Jiberal 
policy is to increase the area 
of trade. Why shouldn't 
our trade increase, even 
though money go up and 
goods go down? 

What next ? 

Just now a little rest. We 
need it. Our faithful people 
need it. The time invites to 
rest. But shortly a new 
year begins. We've got to 
consider how to begin it. 
That is what we are thinking 
about. 

Are the times any easier ? 
Is money easier to get? Are 
there people still within trad- 
ing distance to win? Is 
there a better way to win 
than by money, when money 
is dear? 

We do not know how 
prices are going to rule, nor 
how the times are going to 
be. We think bottom is 
reached in everything, except 
now and then a minor tum- 
ble. Probably times will 
slowly mend. No general 
change for the better will 
suddenly come; for caution 
always lasts beyond the spe- 
cial occasion for it. 

Let us count, then, on 
money hard to get, and prices 
too low for profit; on your 
present wants; on winter 
finally come to enforce a 
present supply; on spring 
and summer to follow with 
wants of their own. We 
may count on merchants in 
city and country hanging on 
to their. profits and goods. 
We may count on your find- 
ing out for yourselves from 
day to day where your ad- 
vantage lies. 

So all we have to do is 
to make your advantage 
steadily here, steadily here, 
week in and week out, make 
your advantage steadily here; 
and we shall add to the trade 
we Mave won. 

Our tactics then, till trade 
is brighter, are to keep on 
just as we are. 


The Sunday “School Times intends to admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. 


We are gathering trade 
for the future. 

We are keeping old good 
will and gaining new. We 
are changing our stock with 
every passing season. We 
are ready with latest goods 
for the better time a-coming, 
as ready as if we were mak- 
ing money; our facilities are 
allin use and therefore ready 
for use; and best of all, our 
habit of large success has all 
the tenacity and force that 
continuous, long indulgence 
gives. 

We are going to keep on 
getting together the best in the 
world, selling for less than 
market rates whatever we can, 
and telling the news as the 
things are ready and the time 
ts ripe. 


Joun WANAMAKER. 


q Chestnut, Thirteenth and Market streets, 
and City-hull square. 





- Farrugut ; at 
Mobile Bay.” 


Engravings, $1200, now 


NUMEROUS AND 
ATTRACTIVE 
GOODS 
At very moderate and 
reduced prices. 

ETCHINGS anpD 
ENGRAVINGS. 
PAINTINGS, MIRRORS, 
BEAUTIFUL 
PICTURE FRAMES. 
ALL THE 
ROGERS GROUPS, 


JAMES 8. EARLE & SONS, 


S16 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. | 





' Concert Exercises. 


The following Scriptural Concert Exercises 


having first appeared in The Sunday School 








Times, have been printed in pamphlet form, 
for the convenience of schools which may de- 
sire to use them : 


THE PROMISE OF THE RESURRECTION 
THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION, 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. 
“AN EASTER SERVICE.” 
| THE RESURRECTION. 
THANKSGIVING AND THANKSLIVING. 
THE GLORIES OF THE CHRIST-CHILD., 
CHRIST, ALL AND IN ALL, 
| CHRISTMAS CONTRASTS, 
THE GIFT BY GRACE, 
THE GIFT OF GIFTS. 
| THE WONDERFUL. 
A THANKSGIVING SERVICE. 
THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE. 
| SEEDTIME AND HARVEST. 
| HEAVEN: OUR FATHER’S HOUSE, 
BIBLE WORDS ABOUT SINGING 
WHY AM I NOT A CHRISTIAN? 
| THE NAMES OF OUR LORD. 
A PATRIOTIC SERVICE, 
| CHRISTIAN SERVICE. 
| THE WAY OF LIFE. 
BIBLE SACRIFICES. 

| THE BEATITUDES. 
CONSECRATION, 
THE CREATION, 
TEMPERANCE, 

| GOD’S GIFTS. 

| PRAISE GOD, 

PRAYER. 
| FAITH. 

TRUST. 

Price of each, $2.00 per 100 copies. No 
extra charge for postage. Less than LOOk&opies 
at same rate. Samples, 5 cents each. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


FOR SuNDAY SSngot8.. 
# Promise Book £2*.S4"24" F2MROH8:. 








AGEN 


WANTEDforthe MISSOURI 
WASHER 


~<les I pay igent man or woman 

is “eae onabin profitable em loyment to write 

ae for Illustrated Circu terms of 
Pe ea for this Gelebr Washer 

ES. =r which by reason of its intrinsic merit 

success 

, ILL. 








is meeting 
J. WORTH, ST. LOUIS, MO., or 


EDUCATIONAL. 


LAIRSVILLE (Pa.) LADIES’ SEMI- 
NARY. Rev. T. R. EV WING, Principal —n 


VERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC WILL GET 
4 valuable information free in the new Illustrated 
Calendar. Address _E. TOURGEE, Boston. 


T JERSEY ACADEMY, 


BRIDGETON,N. J. Principal C, Allen, B.A 


RUCBY ACADEMY, 


1415 Locust St., Philadelphia. Students” pre- 
pared for business or for high standing in College, 


or Phonetic Short Hand. 
j PHONOGRAPHY, Catalogue of works by Benn 
| Pittman and Jerome B. Howard, with alphabet and 
| illustration for beginners sent on application. Ad- 
dress PHONETIC INSTITU TE, C ‘incinnati, Ohio. 


A H e 
West Chestnut Street Institute, 2.37 %¢ 
Young Ladies and Little Girls. Twelfth year be ins 
Sept. 17, at 4035 Chestnut St., West Philadelphia, For 
circulars address the Prin., Mrs. J. A. BOGARDUS. 


H A Boarding School for Girls, Beth- 
Bishopthorpe lehem, Penna. Prepares for Welles- 
ley, Vassar, and Smith colle wes. ae ents received at 
Wellesle y on our certificate. ens Sept.17. For 
catalogues please apply to Mise r. {ss F. L WALS $H. Prin. 





STAMMERING CURED 


RESULTS PERMANENT. 

Mr. George W. Childs, of the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger, has seen many cases before and after treat- 
ment. I also refer to the publisher of The Sunday 
School Times by permission. E. 8, JOHNSTON, 
Institute, 1033 Spring Garden St., Philade jelphia, 


SCHOOL AGENCY Piiest a nore 


known N 
7. SCHERMER HORN & co., log 2 7 East 14th St.. N.Y. 








Bible Correspondence School. Z For Circulars, 


J. A. WORDEN, 1334 Chestnut St., Phiisdelphin 


New Sunday School Songs. 


JOYFUL LAYS 


CONTAINS NOT ONLY THE NEWEST BUT 
THE BEST SONGS ISSUED THIS SEASON. 
Price, $30.00 per 100 Copies, in Board Covers. 


HUNDREDS OF SCHOOLS 
have adopted JoyruL Lays, and are delighted. 




















We publish a large line of Popular Singing Books for 


| Sunday-schools, Singing schools, Gospel meetings, 
| Choirs, ete., ete. 


A full catalogue and specimen pages sent free on 
request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 East Ninth St., New York 
81 Randolph. St., Chicago. 


HOLY VOICES. 


Revs. E. 8S. LORENZ an a Is AIAH BALYZELL 

Fresh, and equal, if not superior, to any Music Book 
yet produced Yor $ Sunday-schools. 192 pages, board 
cover. 35 cents single copy by mail, postpaid; $4.00 
per dozen by mail, postpaid; $3.60 per dozen by express, 
express charges ebipaid $30.00 per hundred by express. 
Specimen Wes 8 a free to any addres 


SHUEY, ubliséer, Dayton, O. 
__ For sale fy booksellers. 


FREE! 


SPECIMEN PAGES OF THE 














- NEW MUSICAL CURRICULUM 


By George F. Root. 
Tue Best PIANO INSTRUCTOR. PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., Cincinnati, O. 










NEW S. S. MUSIC BOOK 


Price, 35 cents; $3.60 per dozen. 
ASA HULL, 240 Fourth Ave., New York,N. Y. 


ABBATH BELLS 


Newest, Baicntest and Best Book for Sunday 

—s! . the market, «Is pars FULL OF GEMS. 
2-cent stamgs for sam coy 

THE FIRESIDE FRIEND PUB. CO.. “Sprina eld, Ohio 


O!RE! MI! FA! SOL! LA! SI! DO! 


Why pay exorbitant prices for sheet music, when 
you can get ail the latest compositions, both vocal 
and instrumental, at § cts.acopy? By mail,6 
cts. All operas, songs, duets, quartets for piano, 
banjo, guitar, cornet, and violin. Send stamp for 
catalogue, Post PuB. Co.,21 Beekman St., Ry. 


OUR SABBATH HOME ! Pszs"S 5 


One copy mailed anal J.J. Hoop, 1018 Arch 8t., Phila 


“FLUID 
BEEF 
EXTRACT. 


Frick & Co., 1107 Market St., Phila., Pat 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Sunday School Times in good condition, 
and have them at hand for reference, should 
use a binder. We can send by mail, postage 
paid, a strong, sade binder ‘for $1 00, or a 





































handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These 
binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 
manufacture. The papers can be placed in 


the binder week by week, thus keeping the file 
complete. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, PuBLIsHER, 

725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 

cerning anything advertised in this paper, yor 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver 
| tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
| in The Sunday School Times. 





. Should, however, an advertisement of a party not in good standing be inady ertently inserted, 7 


the publisher will refund to subscribers any money that they lose thereby, 





